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How to Shoot Yourself  

One of the Most Potent Weapons Serving the Culture of Death  

Lies in the Pockets of Good Catholics 

 
The Catholic Church is one institution in contemporary society, perhaps the only one, 

that has consistently decried the evil of abortion at all stages and by all methods.  Yet in 
the United States, it promotes a charity that puts large sums of money into the hands of 
those who serve the culture of death.  

It takes a certain degree of sophistication to follow this donated money along its 
various circuitous routes, but failure to do so is deadly.   

The Catholic Campaign for Human Development ((C)CHD)i – aided and abetted by 
glitzy ad campaigns and appealing slogans – spends million of dollars annually on 
organizations that have death at the end of the trail.   

BITING THE HAND THAT FEEDS:  

THE INDUSTRIAL AREAS FOUNDATION IN THE DIOCESE OF BROWNSVILLE, TEXAS 

In 2002, about 30 employees from four Catholic parishes in the Diocese of Brownsville 
signed union contracts with their pastors.  The union is the (C)CHD-supported United Farm 
Workers.ii  

The situation is intriguing from a number of viewpoints.   

First is the consideration of the paid church employee. Hasn’t he the same needs as any 
other worker?  Is it just that he may find himself terminated without unemployment 
compensation?   

The bishop has another perspective.  Lay personnel in chancery and parish offices are a 
fairly new phenomena in the history of the Church.  The religious who formerly held such 
positions worked for the love of God and had the safety network of their communities.  
While the lay employee may be every bit as idealistic and committed as the religious of the 
past, the social structures that protected religious employee from personality conflicts and 
economic vicissitudes simply don’t exist for the laity.  From where should the safety net 
come? 

Unionization, the solution under consideration, puts parish employees, their pastors, and 
bishops, into complex relationships.  Priests coming into a new parish are bound by the 
negotiations of the predecessors, for example.  Personnel changes become increasingly 
cumbersome, bureaucratic and external to parish life.  These are not attractive 
developments. 

Just how unattractive was seen one year after the ink on the union contracts had dried.  
Rev. Jerry Frank was moved from the unionized Holy Spirit in McAllen, June 2003 and the 
newly appointed Rev. Ruben Delgado promptly dismissed four of his parish workers.   
Parishioners from the four unionized parishes protested. 
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The fur flew.  According to Fr. Frank, the firings were arranged by the bishop to break 
the union.  According to the bishop, the protests were orchestrated events, not spontaneous 
expressions of public displeasure. iii   

The bishop ought to know.  The four unionized churches have more in common than the 
United Farm Workers union.  For one thing, they are all members of the (C)CHD-
supported Valley Interfaith.iv  Fr. Frank and Rev. Bart Flaat, then pastor of St. Joseph the 
Worker of McAllen, have both been particularly active as Valley Interfaith leaders.v 

In addition, although not too surprising if one knows the longstanding connections, Fr. 
Frank’s parish is the seat of dissident Call to Action activity in the diocese.vi  Immediately 
after the firings, the local Call to Action chapter had 300 people meeting at a local 
community center, and calling for the bishop’s resignation.vii    

The situation has compelled national Call to Action attention.  A national spokesman for 
Call to Action was interviewed in the McAllen paper.viii  Over a dozen articles about the 
four firings are carried on the Call to Action website.   

The bishop, sounding defensive, is quoted as saying: “I have always been an advocate 
for social justice in Texas.  I have supported labor’s right to collective bargaining, and I 
support it now.  Cesar Chavez [founder of the UFW] was my friend, and as a young priest I 
supported his organizing efforts.”ix   

He’s speaking the truth.  Bishop Raymundo Peña has been a strong supporter of 
Alinskyan organizing as far back as 1982, when he was bishop of El Paso.x  In addition to 
his friendship with the United Farm Workers, Bishop Peña helped found the El Paso 
Interfaith Sponsoring Committee (known as EPISO), a local affiliate of the Industrial Areas 
Foundation (IAF).  The IAF is a network of organizations which includes Valley Interfaith 
and which receives, through its affiliates, between 15% -16% of (C)CHD funding annually.   

But Alinskyan organizations teach that there are no permanent enemies or allies.  Bishop 
Peña enjoyed Valley Interfaith, and its attendant Call to Action, support only so long as he 
followed their agenda.  Once he crossed them, they bit back hard. 

There’s another issue in this (C)CHD story in all this, buried beneath the layers of 
betrayal, honest struggle, and raw manipulation. A press release celebrating the 5th 
anniversary “miracle” of El Milagro Clinic is on the St. Joseph the Worker parish of 
McAllen website.  It says that El Milagro was opened thanks to “three years of hard work 
by leaders of Valley Interfaith,”xi which has received well over half a million dollars of 
(C)CHD grants in the past ten years.  

 What doesn’t appear on the St. Joseph the Worker press release is that El 
Milagro clinic is one facet of the Integrated Health Outreach System Project (IHOS).  
IHOS is a “community health development approach” that partners various health 
care workers, educators, and human services.  It sounds innocuous until one examines 
the project’s partners, including Planned Parenthood, which is working weekly in the 
colonias, doing patient screenings.xii 
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 The betrayal is complete.  Buried behind layers of rebellion against Church 
teaching and hidden within the secular and highly politicized organizing of the 
“Interfaith,” the culture of death comes disguised as the Church to vulnerable 
immigrant women – your (C)CHD dollars at work. 

PICO: 

Healthcare in California  

Another network of affiliated Alinskyan organizations is the Pacific Institute for 
Community Organizing – PICO.  PICO receives about 6% of the annual (C)CHD 
budget. 

The California Right to Life was particularly disturbed by mobile health vans that 
travel around to different area dispensing health care services.  As these vans are 
under the supervision of the County Public Health Department, they refer their 
clientele, including school children, to county agencies and non-profits such as 
Planned Parenthood that dispense birth control and abortion.  Families without 
medical insurance are encouraged to sign up for Healthy Families, a California 
medical care program with options to cover such referrals.  

The Contra Costa PICO affiliate was the primary promoter of the mobile medical 
van.  In addition, PICO affiliates are the major source for lobbying in Sacramento for 
more school-based health clinics and government health care programs. 

Even more insidious, individuals have become “application assistants” within their 
church communities, trained and authorized to sign up fellow congregants with 
Healthy Families.xiii   

How is a simple person expected to sort through this?  The gift of medical care is a 
life and death issue.  Here is the church community, offering to help sort through the 
bureaucratic maze of applications.  A list of benefits arrives in the mail – including 
the ability to obtain contraceptive drugs and a quick fix for unplanned pregnancies.  It 
sure looks as though it’s Church approved.    

WEAVING ABORTION INTO THE PACKAGE: 

THE CHICAGO IAF’S “METROPOLITAN MEGA-CREATURE”  

Chicago’s Industrial Areas Foundation (IAF) affiliation received organizational 
assistance of amazing magnitude on March 16, 1995.  Joseph Cardinal Bernardin of the 
Archdiocese of Chicago and other sponsoring churches from the city’s main-stream 
denominations held a news conference at which they announced that they would be paying 
$2.6 million over the following six years to organize Chicago churches.xiv 
 
What was being organized?  The US Catholic provides a pretty good description of the 
Chicago IAF: xv 
 

First of all, United Power is enormous—with 340 congregations and organizations from the entire 
Chicago metropolitan area, which claims a population of 7.5 million, and initial pledges of almost $3 
million. “Nothing before has been attempted on this size and scale,” says Chambers.  
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Second, it includes—in addition to churches, synagogues, Muslim mosques, and Buddhist 
temples—a vast, growing enrollment of secular entities: labor unions, hospital and health networks, 
civic coalitions, and professional groups. As a result, says Chambers, United Power should be regarded 
as “a broad-based citizens’ organization” rather than a strictly congregation-based one. “We're trying to 
draw on both the faith tradition in the churches and the democratic tradition in unions and associations,” 
he says.  
….Only months later, after dialogue and consultation within all sectors of its map, did the organization 
announce two major initiatives: obtaining health coverage for the uninsured and making home 
ownership more available. Meanwhile, United Power groups in various areas began to flex their own 
muscle, winning a few victories—for example, helping to establish a transitional residence for formerly 
homeless women in Chicago and obtaining a $1 million federal grant for services for the homeless in 
the northern suburbs.  

Some fear the titanic size of this new creature will make it unwieldy, if not impossible to steer, but 
Chambers insists organizations of great size stand a better chance of success in the New World Order 
and in the free market system of the third millennium.  

The standard-size community organization must give way, in Chambers' view, to something grander 
and more potent. City and suburban dwellers at last understand and acknowledge their interdependency, 
he says. Organizations working just for the poor or minorities will not succeed, in his view, because 
there's no such thing as a single issue or a small social problem: Great power must be confronted with 
great power.  
…. Following on the Chicago initiative, IAF launched in 1998 a similar, though smaller, project in 
Boston and suburbs called the Greater Boston Interfaith Community. Also in the New York City metro 
region, IAF is pulling together seven existing community groups into a metropolitan mega-creature.  
The same process, says Chambers, is under way in the Los Angeles area with six smaller organizations 
merging into one big one.  

In Texas, which has been a hotbed of IAF activity for 25 years, 12 of its organizations have formed 
a less formal cooperative network to address statewide problems such as funding for schools, job 
training, and immigration services. “All our organizations are expanding and pulling in the suburbs, 
becoming more metropolitan,” says Sister Christine Stephens, C.D.P., supervisor of the Texas network. 
“Two thirds of our people are poor, but we need allies to create change, and everybody's beginning to 
realize that.”xvi  

 

 A large percentage of the “seed money” to build the Chicago IAF, $1 million, came 
from the Archdiocese of Chicago.xvii  (C)CHD money came into play later, to support  the 
expansion of this mega-creature.   It also funds some of the subsidiary organizations within 
the larger IAF coalition.xviii  These (C)CHD-funded organizations then pay dues to the 
Chicago IAF affiliate.  It’s quite an arrangement. 
 
What are they building?  
 
 As described by the US Catholic article, one of the Chicago IAF’s first areas of 
concern is healthcare. To that end, it initiated the Gilead Campaign for the Uninsured, 
which seeks to expand health coverage in a number of ways, using already existing 
network of private providers to complement public health efforts.xix  It also created the 
Gilead Outreach and Referral center to connect uninsured people with health benefit 
programs. 
 

Health organizations participating in the design of the Gilead Center include Advocate 
Health Care Network.  Advocate Health Care maintains a number of hospitals and 
community health care centers as well as a parish-nursing program (that has operated in 
several Roman Catholic churches).xx  It is also an abortion provider.  Advocate’s abortion 
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policy states that abortions may be done “prior to fetal viability when identifiable factors 
that significantly threaten the life or health of the mother or of the prospective newborn 
are adjudged to be present, or in the event of a pregnancy resulting from rape or 
incest.”xxi 

 
Another organization participating in the design of the Gilead Center is the American 

Federation of State, County, and Municipal Employees Union (AFSCME).  AFSCME is 
one of the organizers of a march on Washington being planned for spring 2004 in defense 
of abortion “rights.”  Other organizers are NARAL, NOW, and Planned Parenthood 
Federation of America.xxii 

 
AFSCME is a member of the Chicago IAF.xxiii 

 
Most of what this IAF Gilead Project will do is helpful to poor people.  But the help 

comes at an unspeakable cost.   Government and foundation money raised to support the 
project – and at least $2 million is committed so farxxiv – goes not only to support 
vaccinations and well baby checkups but contraceptives and abortions.  Advocate Health 
Care swells its clientele with the ranks of the uninsured…with the blessing and assistance 
of the neighborhood pro-life Catholic church.  There’s a diabolical irony in that. 

 
FLOC: 

UNITY ABOVE MORALITY 

 
The case of Baldemar Velasquez, President of the Farm Labor Organizing Committee 

(FLOC), is a particularly sad one.  Velasquez is a Catholic who has never feared to speak 
openly about his Faith.   In fact, the Faith is an important part of FLOC organizing, 
because so many of its members are Mexican migrant workers who take their 
Catholicism seriously. 
 

In return, Velasquez’ work has been highly honored in Catholic circles.  He was given 
the Campaign for Human Development’s Development of People Award in 1992 and 
various FLOC locals are annual recipients of Campaign grants.xxv  
 

In 1999, The Labor Party held its First Constitutional Convention in Pittsburgh, 
attempting to hammer out party policies.  The issue of a universal health-care campaign, 
dear to many Catholic social activists, was hotly debated, focusing on the language 
around “a woman’s right to choose” and linking a universal health care system to a “full 
range of family planning and reproductive services.”  Some groups wanted abortion to be 
specifically rejected by the party; others wanted abortion to be specifically guaranteed.   
 

At last, Baldemar Velasquez addressed the convention. With an air of moral authority, 
“He argued that he and his members believed that life began at conception, but 
eloquently argued that building unity in the class struggle was more important.” xxvi  
 

So, there you are.  Unity in the class struggle is more important to the Catholic 
organizer Baldemar Velasquez than the deaths of 40 million human beings who have no 
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(C)CHD-funded union to fight for them.  Something in Velasquez’ sense of justice rings 
false.   
 

FLOC, despite the oftentimes righteous words of Velasquez, was one of the supportive 
participants in the UN’s 1995 Beijing Platform for Action for Equality, Development and 

Peace, designed among other things to assure “reproductive rights” to women all over the 
world – whether they want them or not.  In fact, Chile’s pro-life government is concerned 
that ratifying the UN Protocol may overthrow Chile’s constitutional law protecting the 
lives of children yet to be born, branding it a “rights abuse.” xxvii  
 
THE DEADLY DOZEN: 

POLITICS ABOVE ALL 

 

Another (C)CHD funded network is ACORN, which generally takes 5-6% of the 
national (C)CHD annual budget.  It’s one of the most flagrantly political among 
(C)CHD’s grantees, having formed a political party, the New Party, in a political alliance 
with the Democratic Socialists of America (DSA), among others.   

 There’s no secret about ACORN’s political activism.  In 1999, Illinois ACORN 
president and Chicago New Party chair, Ted Thomas, became a Chicago alderman from 
the 15th ward.xxviii  ACORN state chair in Arkansas, Jonnie Pugh, was recruited by the 
New Party in 1998 to run for city council in Little Rock.xxix  And in New York, the 
Working Families Party, which is affiliated with the New Party, was co-chaired by NY 
ACORN president Bertha Lewis.xxx  
  
 The New Party is pro-abortion.  It’s website links to such “friends” as the 
Abortion Rights Activist Home Page, NARAL (National Abortion and Reproduction 
Rights Action League), and NOW (National Organization for Women).xxxi  
 
 ACORN is also pro-abortion. Maud Hurd, ACORN’s national president, was a 
speaker at Expo ‘96 for Woman’s Empowerment.xxxii The purpose of the exposition was 
to develop a response to “the conservative use of ballot initiatives to attack women’s 
rights and to galvanize a right-wing vote…”xxxiii

  The Expo promotional material stated 
that: “The attack on women’s rights and sex discrimination law has galvanized our 
coming together….Never before has the woman’s movement been under so much 
attack…”xxxiv 

  This network of feminists seeks to “…ignite the women’s movement on 
the fight to save affirmative action and sex discrimination law; will develop a feminist 
national budget for the United States; and will envision a feminist future.”xxxv    
 
 Since politics, to the Alinskyan trained mind, is about building power, ACORN 
allies itself to progressive politicians – many of them Catholic.  For example, ACORN 
was the originator of the Living Wage movement, which is also supported by the IAF.  
They have waged dozens of living wage campaigns across the country.xxxvi 
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The Harvard Living Wage Campaign, run by the Progressive Student Labor 
Movement (PSLM) is one such localized effort.  It staged a student “sit-in” that 
demanded raises for Harvard employees who were paid less than a “living wage.” AFL-
CIO president John Sweeney (who not only leads the country’s largest union organization 
but also serves as an advisor to the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops) and 
Sen. Ted Kennedy gave speeches at the sit-in and the AFL-CIO sent 2 of its lawyers to 
negotiate with the Harvard administration.  Massachusetts Senator John Kerry also 
endorsed the campaign.  A local Catholic Church held Mass for the sit-in students. xxxvii  
The (C)CHD-funded Greater Boston Interfaith Organization (an IAF affiliate) and local 
ACORN are both supporters.xxxviii   
  

Kennedy and Kerry are at home in the above scenario.  They have progressive 
viewpoints that compliment the aims of the student protestors.  They are also two of the 
“Deadly Dozen” identified by the American Life League as politicians who campaign as 
Catholics, make a point of receiving Communion, but who feel free to dissent from 
Church teaching in their public lives. xxxix

  

 

The Catholic members of the U.S. Senate and House of Representatives, of which 
there are well over a hundred, cast more votes in favor of abortion than not.  In fact, 
Catholic politicians – whose Church teaches the sanctity of human life from the moment 
of conception – have demonstrated a worse voting record on life issues than their 
Presbyterian and Methodist counterparts.xl 
 

Defenders of progressive politics 
argue that politicians like Kennedy 
and Kerry are important for their 
broad spectrum of positions and that 
no single issue – like abortion – 
ought to disqualify them from 
representing a constituency that, 
after all, voted them into office and 
is itself extremely diverse. 

 
 Catholics respond that once there 

is a failure to respect life at its 
beginning and at its end, a critical 
injustice has been perpetrated that 
has such magnitude, such darkness, 
that issues of well-being are dwarfed.  
After all, a dead man is beyond the 
reach of economics, health care, 
education and other worldly 
considerations.  

 
The network of politics and power 

grabs and self-interest makes it 

Sen. Ted Kennedy addressing 11
th

 annual ACORN 

legislative and political conference in Washington 

D.C.  

Photo by Catherine May copyrighted 2003, courtesy ACORN 
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painful 
to accept that we Catholics are as much – if not more – to blame for our aborting country 
than our pro-abortion neighbors.  We know.  We have Church teaching, with its constant 
reminder that human life is sacred.   

 
This year, when the collection plate comes around, remember that you can sabotage 

Church teaching with a flick of your wrist.  You can shoot it down by paying for 
organizations to fight for health clinics that dispense contraceptives and make abortion 
referrals. You can shoot it down by paying for organizing that supports pro-abortion 
politicians. You can shoot it down by paying for organizing that trains Catholics to 
dissent. 
  
 Just don’t be surprised by the blood on your hands. 
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supports federal funding of abortions and, in 1987, was instrumental in the defeat of pro-life Supreme 
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