FIFTH  MARRIAGE TALK                                                             

by Fr. Michael E. Rodriguez

 

I found out that some of you are not sure how to do your homework, and even that some of you have been getting wrong advice concerning the homework!  The homework assignment is ESSENTIAL!  It is the most important part of your participation in these talks.  So today we’ll work on completion of the sheets I gave you at our last class, because I want to make sure you all have the answers filled in correctly.

 

First, however, let us review what I said concerning Christ’s SACRED LOVE.  

 

        His sacred love is lived out and expressed through the gift of Himself on the Cross for the SALVATION of souls. Thus, His sacred love is ordered toward the salvation and eternal life of souls.  His love is diametrically opposed to SELFISHNESS. 
 

Ok. Now, remember that what we are trying to show is that based on what we believe the sacrament of Matrimony to be, there are practical consequences to be faced.  The very fact that Christ’s love is the love that is being lived out in the sacrament of Matrimony – THAT has practical consequences. It means that the most important thing is for the spouses to be striving to live out this love of Christ in their marriage.  This is what they are supposed to be doing above all.  And so, when we look at the practical consequences, as we said last time, we see that this is absolutely necessary for a marriage to be a good and happy marriage. I said this before, and I will say it again.  Spouses must live out this love.

 

  But let us look as what we have:

            

            We have the sacrament of Matrimony, which is a gift from God.  It is absolutely essential that we understand this. The sacrament of Matrimony is a gift from God.  We have to believe it. It is a gift from God. That’s what it means to also say that Matrimony is one of the seven sacraments.  The seven sacraments are great gifts of salvation, gifts of Christ for His Church for the eternal life of the world.  That’s why we said at the beginning today that Christ’s sacred love is lived out and expressed through the gift of Himself on the Cross for the salvation of souls. And this is something that is present in all seven sacraments.  OK?!

 

            Now, if Matrimony is a gift from God, that means that we are not the ones who make up the rules, so to speak.  We are not the ones who determine what it means to be a good wife or what it means to be a good husband.  This is VERY IMPORTANT! You as a husband, or you as a wife – you are not the ones who determine even what it means to love if you  say, “I love my wife.”  “I love my husband.”  MATRIMONY IS A GIFT FROM GOD.  That means that not only does Jesus give us the gift; He also teaches what the gift is about.  Jesus gives us the example of how to love. You can think of it, in a sense, like, God gives us the sacrament of Matrimony – think of it as a gift that is wrapped, and He gives that gift to the husband and wife.  What are the husband and wife supposed to do? They are supposed to unwrap the gift, so to speak, and then, live that gift that God has given them.  

 

            What actually happens in marriages is that the Sacrament of Matrimony is changed.  Not just changed; it is corrupted. It is changed, it is corrupted; we could say it is poisoned. 

 

Now, you have to think of this. This is very, very serious.  What happens when a couple begins to live out their marriage, the sacrament of Matrimony, is that there is always a very grave danger of changing Matrimony, corrupting it, poisoning it, to make it something that it isn’t, to the point that it becomes a  “fake” marriage.  It is no longer the gift that God gave us.

 

Now, how does this happen? This happens when spouses start giving in to selfishness, when one starts giving in to pride, or to any one of the seven capital sins.   When they begin to give in to any one of the seven capital sins, that’s when the sacrament of Matrimony begins to get corrupted, changed, poisoned. Also, marriages get corrupted when spouses are so much in the world that they let the world tell them what marriage is.  There are a lot examples of this:

 

The world says that you can get divorced.  That is ABSOLUTELY FALSE!  Marriage is indissoluble! 

The world tells you all kinds of things.  The world says: Maybe just have just one child or two children, and that’s it. This is FALSE!   That is changing what marriage is. The sacrament of Matrimony is a gift from God, and it tells couples to be always open to the gift of life that God gives them. Always! 
 

Those are just some examples.  Everything that the Church teaches us about the sacrament of Matrimony (and we’ve gone over some of the basic things), everything the Church teaches about marriage must be present for there to be a true marriage.   

Some of the basic things about the sacrament of Matrimony that we never want to change have already been discussed. This applies especially to the three basic principles we discussed last time. We can’t dismiss them! We said that: 

 

Christ’s love is faithful and one (fidelity), it is life-giving, and it is indissoluble. 

 

These are some of the basic truths of the sacrament of Matrimony that we can never allow to be changed, and yet, the world is trying to change each one of them.  The world is trying to change them in different ways. 

 

For example, by accepting divorce, the world poisons the indissolubility of marriage. Indissoluble means that no one can separate what God has joined. NEVER!  Why? Because Christ’s sacred love for His Church can never be separated. The union with His Church has been SEALED by the Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ!  These are not just some nice words! 

 

When people go against the indissolubility of marriage and they divorce, in a sense that is sacrilegious to the Blood of Christ! Why?  Because we are talking about the love of Christ! That is why you have to keep going back to what you’re writing down.  Hopefully it is beginning to make sense.  Hopefully you are seeing the practical consequences to the truth of marriage.

 

If marriage is really about Christ’s love, and if marriage is also about the union of Christ and His Church, that says a lot, then about how marriage has to be lived - indissoluble.  When the world tells you that you can divorce, it goes against that.

 

Faithful and one! When the world tells us that you don’t have to be faithful to your spouse, that you can be cheating on your spouse, it is crazy!  And this is something that is just out there! It is crazy what some people say!  I’ve even read things where you have sociologists saying things like, “We done all these computer comparisons, comparing human beings to the other animals, and the male, you know, because of the way he is made, can’t be faithful to just one woman. And he has a need to, like, sow his seed” It is crazy!  And supposedly this has the backing of science, of worldly wisdom.  And what is happening?  It is changing what God has given, it is corrupted what God has given, it has poisoned what God has given.

 

We’ve said that marriage is life giving, and what is the world doing?

 

 Here, the world is really attacking hard, because the world is telling you that children are not a blessing from God, and the world is saying that children are like an obstacle to the couple’s happiness. I don’t know if you have heard this, but I‘ve certainly heard it a LOT! And it is directly opposed to the sacrament of Matrimony as a gift from God, for we believe, as Catholics, that children are a gift from God. And this is how husband and wife are going to learn to continue to sacrifice for each other.  That is also what we have been seeing on page 3  - that’s also how their love (modeled after Christ’s sacred love), is going to be ordered toward the salvation and the eternal life of souls, namely, the souls of their children.

 

Then, another basic truth about the sacrament of Matrimony is the raising of children according to the Faith.  This is also very important. That’s why when I say that we can’t change the sacrament of Matrimony, we need to know that these are some of the basic truths. 

 

There are a lot of other things also, like all the different ways in which the couples are going to have to be faithful to each other. Faithful does not just mean: “I am not cheating on my spouse.” This is also really important, being faithful to one’s spouse. Faithful to one’s spouse also means that they are the ones who receive the bulk of your attention, of your time, of your care. 

Obviously, in relation to faithfulness, and just so I can point out to you how the world is poisoning marriage, there is an evil that is very prevalent in the world today - the great sin of pornography.  Pornography is, in different ways, attacking all these basic foundations of marriage.  It is reducing the gift of sexuality, so that instead of seeing that its great purpose is to give life, in union with God, cooperating with God, pornography is reducing sexuality to just selfish pleasure.

 Pornography does not at all help you to be faithful to your spouse. Your thoughts, and in all aspects, not just sexual thoughts – those are included, of course, but your thoughts in all aspects – loving this person, respecting them and trying to understand her/him better, trying to please them –, your thoughts are supposed to be with your spouse – pornography doesn’t help that at all. Pornography also, really, in many different ways, is also working against the indissolubility of marriage, working to break up marriages.

 

This is just a brief summary, but when we ask what are the basic things about the sacrament of Matrimony that we have to believe in and practice as Catholics – more or less, we’ve got them there.

 

Let us go back to the paragraph that talks about CHRIST’S SACRED LOVE BEING LIVE OUT AND EXPRESSED THROUGH THE GIFT OF HIMSELF ON THE CROSS,

 

Look at what the practical consequences are (I want to make sure you all filled in the blanks correctly):

“The husband’s priority must be the good, happiness and well-being of his WIFE and CHILDREN. The husband must sacrifice his life and constantly fight against SELFISHNESS.”
 
Then it is the same for the wife.
 “The wife’s priority must be the good, happiness and well-being of her HUSBAND and CHILDREN. She must sacrifice her life and constantly fight against SELFISHNESS.”
 

Now remember – these principles are absolutely necessary for a marriage to be a good and happy marriage, for it to be a marriage faithful to what God has given us, faithful to what Our Lord Jesus Christ has given to His Church by His death on the Cross, faithful to the gift that comes from heaven. The sacrament of Matrimony is really a heavenly gift!  But we have to live it according to God’s law, God’s grace, God’s commandments.

 

These two points are so important that I’m going to come back to them.  This is also where I talked about the HUMAN and NATURAL aspects, and the SUPERNATURAL aspects. 

 

What does it mean to make a priority of the good, happiness and well-being of the spouse and children?

 

I want you to make a list of what it means to make a priority of the GOOD, HAPPINESS AND WELL-BEING OF WIFE AND CHILDREN, OF HUSBAND AND CHILDREN.

 

But before we get to that, pay very close attention to what we just wrote.  There are SO MANY ways, when it comes to marriage, that a husband’s priorities are not the good, happiness, and well-being of his wife and children. He is more worried about himself, or he has REDEFINED the good, the well-being of his wife and children, and he says, 

 

“Well, the good, happiness and well-being of my wife and children are that they have enough money, and as long as they have enough money, it doesn’t matter what I do.  I can be out with my friends. I can be out getting drunk. I can be addicted to pornography. I can even be cheating on my wife.”

 

You will notice that I wrote:

 “The husband’s priority must be the good, happiness and well-being of his WIFE and CHILDREN,” 
 
Men, you have to make a list of what is the good, happiness, and the well-being of your wife and your children.  Here, too, I wrote: HUMAN AND NATURAL.  Obviously, you have to worry that your children clothing, that your children get an education. 

 

We are making generalizations, sort of, but in general, the wife has to worry that her husband has food, that his clothes are clean.  These are human and natural things where you are looking out for the good and well-being of your spouse and your children.  

 

BUT! and above all, you have to be worried about the SUPERNATURAL good and well-being of your spouse and children. You have to be worried about whether they are growing in their Faith, whether they are getting closer to God,

 

Are your children growing in their Faith? This is where there is a very, very big error.   There are a lot of fathers, for example, who think they are worrying about the good of their children, let’s say their sons, and so they make sure that they go and play baseball with their sons. They make sure that they go to the sports events with their sons.  If you ask them, “Why do you do that?” they will reply, “Well, I’m trying to be a good father. I have to spend time with my son.”

It isn’t just a question of spending time with your son.  You can spend time with him in a bad way or in a good way. If you are spending time with your son or your daughter, presumably, it is also spending time that in some way is helping them to grow in their love for God.  Now, this doesn’t mean that you can’t take your son to play basketball, but if you are taking your son out to play basketball, it is a real and very important example of how first and foremost you can teach your son that God comes first!  For example, if you have a basketball game on Sunday, you tell him, “First we go to Mass. Then later, if there is time, then we go and play basketball.”  Not just that, but then you say, “Look, even if basketball is competition, and you want to win, what comes first is being a witness to your faith when you play basketball. and you have to be an example of your faith. You can’t be getting into fights, and you can’t be insulting other people and calling them names.”

 

It’s incredible how sometimes I hear of parents at the games of their children, or their sponsors, and they are the ones yelling insults, everywhere! They are cursing out the other team, they are cursing out the referee!  What kind of example is that of Christian virtue for the children?  And then you ask the parents, “What are you doing!?!”

“Oh, we’re being good parents, because we are taking our children to the game, and we spend time with them; we spend quality time with them.”

 

All these things are what I was talking about during the parish mission, and I know most of you were not there, so you didn’t hear me, but this is what I was referring to.  All these problems that exist, and they exist because the things that the world is telling you are false!
 
It isn’t enough to spend “quality” time with your spouse. Neither is it enough to say, “Well, I want to spend some time with my wife so we’re going to go to the movies, or we’re going to go….” wherever!  You really have to make an effort so that even that time that you spend with your spouse is helping the two of you to really grow in your faith.

 

It is absolutely essential for spouses that they spend time praying together, that they go to Mass together, that, ideally, they go to confession, together. I don’t mean that they have to go have to go at the same time, and together.  They could, I guess, but what I am saying is that they both go, that if one goes, the other one also goes.  But it is a good witness to their children that they are trying to grow in God’s grace.

 

Keep all these things in mind when doing your homework, when you write down what is for the Good, Happiness, and Well-Being of your spouse and children.
 

You have to make the list: What does it mean – “for the good, happiness, and well-being of your spouse and of your children?” Does everybody understand why I also put in there ”human/natural, but above all, divine/supernatural”?
These examples that I am giving hopefully will help you to realize that you can’t just be worrying about the secular education of your children.  What about their education in the Faith?  

You’ve changed the sacrament of Matrimony! You’ve changed it if you have brought new life into the world (you have a fake marriage), if you have a son, and your son is the most important doctor, and got a scholarship to Yale or to Princeton University, and he’s got all this money, and he’s got all these things, and everybody looks up to you, and says, “Wow! Look at their son (or daughter)!  You’ve completely failed if you have accomplished all that, but your son is an atheist, and doesn’t believe in God, or if your son has left the Church and has become some Christian or something else.  This is what is going on in a lot of marriages, a lot!  There are a lot of even the older parishioners who come to me, very sad, and tell me: “Father, I tried to do my best. I have 5 children, and only one of them is practicing his Catholic Faith. The other four either don’t practice it or have joined another Christian sect or whatever it is.”  That’s bad!

 

Now, it doesn’t necessarily mean it’s the fault of the parents. The children are also going to make their own decisions, but that should help you realize how important it is that you put in more than 100% into the faith of your children, because the faith of your children is going to take a lot of attacks from the world.  

 

Don’t think that once your children go to school, that at school they will tell them. “You’re faith is really important.”  FORGET IT!  They are going to tell them, “You’ve got to join the basketball/football team!  You’ve got to become a cheerleader!  You’ve got to join the band!  You’ve got to join this club, and that club, and do this and do that ….”  And that is what everybody is doing!

 

These are very serious problems that I also see in the parish!  I see young people that are coming – they are teenagers – 15, 16, 17 years old, who are preparing for Confirmation.  Instead of making a priority of their Faith, you know what the priority is for many of them? Sports!  I have some of the girls who are telling me, “Father, I can’t come anymore to the class for Confirmation on Sunday because that is when we have the volleyball games.  That’s when we have the basketball games.”  And you know what decision they make? They decide to postpone their Faith for VOLLEYBALL! For BASKETBALL!

            

These are examples of what happens when parents didn’t do enough, or aren’t doing enough, to think about “what is the good, happiness and well-being of my children and of my spouse.” It is the absolute priority, and if you just remember and put it into practice in your marriage, you’ll do well. 

Really take it to heart – THE ABSOLUTE PRIORITY IN MY MARRIAGE IS THE GOOD, HAPPINESS AND THE WELL-BEING, not my own, but OF MY SPOUSE AND CHILDREN, and then, I have to sacrifice my life and constantly fight against my own SELFISHNESS.  Next you have to define “good, happiness and well-being” according to the truth of marriage, according to the Law of God, NOT according to the world!

 

It’s not going to do any good if you define what is good for your spouse according to what you want, according to what you feel, or according to what Oprah Winfrey or Christina say!     FORGET THAT!  It has to be according to what God says.  

 

You have to sacrifice for your wife and children.  One of the difficulties in many marriages, a lot of times, results from something that is very practical.  The wife may say, “My husband says he loves me, but he doesn’t love me the way that I want to be loved.”  And the husband says the same thing: “My wife says she loves me, but she doesn’t love me the way that I want to be loved.”

 

This is what it means to say that the husband must sacrifice his life and constantly fight his own selfishness.  The husband also has to find out from his wife what is important to her. “Is it more important to you that I bring you a present, or is it more important to you that I take some time to talk to you, to really find out how you are feeling?”

The wife, too, needs to ask, “Is it more important to you … that I fix your supper … that I welcome you all dressed up nicely when you come home…” or whatever it may be.

 

But again, you can never close yourselves in to just the couple. Always remember: What does God want?       If the husband wants something that goes against God’s law, you better be careful!  This is something really serious! The following is an example, but there could be other examples, too. You can also come across a lot of sexual perversions in a marriage, because, well, that’s the way the husband gets his kicks, or that’s the way the wife gets her kicks.  You’ve got to be careful.  It’s not just a matter of “what I want” or “what he wants.”  It’s a matter of: 

 Is our sexual relationship helping us to realize that it is an expression of our love, that

  It is open to the life that comes from God, and that 

  It is not a love that is focused on myself, but on my spouse.

 

There is not time for me to give more practical examples, but the point here is that I am trying to sort of give you ideas on the work that I want all of you to do.        

 

You have to apply these concepts to very specific situations, to very specific problems that arise in marriage, because in one way or another, what is happening (whenever there are problems) is the couples are no longer being faithful to the truth of what marriage is, and they are no longer really striving to fight against their own selfishness, neither the husband nor the wife. The husband, the wife is no longer making a priority the well-being, especially the salvation (reference to God!) the well-being of his wife and children, of her husband and children.

 

You could give me almost any example of problems in marriage or of things going on in marriages and I can trace it back to: The wife is not fighting against her own selfishness.  She is giving in to her own selfishness. Or, the husband is not really putting first the well-being of his children, and the faith of his children, and the salvation of his children. 

 

So I want to review that again.
 
            Marriage belongs to God. Please remember that!  Put in “God” and remember that, because these are not just pretty words. If you are getting married, you’ve got to believe this! Both of the spouses! If you are already married, to improve your marriage, you have to grow in your Faith and believe in this.  Marriage does not belong to you, and I am telling you, I can show you so many problems in marriages because the couples think it is about them!  The couple comes to me (and I’ll give you just one example) and says:
 
“Who is the Church? The Church can’t tell me what to do in my marriage! The Church can’t tell me what to do in my bedroom!  Who are these priests who think they can tell me what to do?”
 
 Anybody who has that attitude no longer knows what Matrimony is, and probably never did! If God gives you Marriage, and He gives it to you through His Church, OF COURSE THE CHURCH HAS TO TELL YOU WHAT TO DO IN YOUR MARRIAGE! But the Church tells you what to do in your marriage for your own well-being and happiness, because God also knows that it is very easy to be led astray by thinking incorrectly: “This is what is going to make us happy” or “That is what we should be doing.”     And so, God continues to guide us. Remember, ultimately it is not the priest, it is not the Church, it is God!  That’s where our faith comes in! That is why I said, at the very beginning:  
 
“You have to grow in your faith.” 
 
You have to grow in your faith so that you can really see and understand your marriage for what it is with respect to the divine reality, not just the human reality, so that you can have that faith and know, “My marriage belongs to God, and that is why the Church, and the priest are helping me to live my marriage well.”
 
The priest also has to always be faithful to what the Church teaches. There are some priests, for example, who have said things like ”Follow your own conscience,” when couples have gone to him for counseling on artificial contraception.  FORGET IT!  THAT’S COMPLETELY FALSE! That’s the poison from the world.  The Church has NEVER taught ‘follow your own conscience apart from God’s law.’ The Church teaches them together. The Church says, “Yes, you have to follow your conscience. God has also planted that seed of His Wisdom, and of His Goodness and of His Love in your heart through Baptism. You carry that in you.” But the Church always says that you have to make every effort to form your conscience well, according to what the Church teaches, according to God’s law.  Any time that a Catholic, in conscience, is going against God’s law, that person has to be EXTREMELY careful. He/She has to go back and study and pray and find out what is going on, because really, when we say, strictly speaking, “God’s Law,” our conscience will never go against God’s law. Now, sometimes it may go against certain ways that God’s law is expressed by human beings, or it might even go against, maybe certain ways that the Church expresses the Law of God. There are difficulties sometimes, but again, I’ve used this as an example.  We have to take seriously the truth that marriage belongs to God.
 
This applies also to your children.  Many times parents think that they own their children! If marriage belongs to God, the children also belong to God. That is why parents have to help their children to come to know, to love God, because God is their Father, first and foremost. Their children are God’s through Baptism. That’s what parents have to do. Oh, the children are also their parents,’ I am not saying they are not, but that is the HUMAN reality. That’s a good example! The human reality is that the children belong to their parents. I mean, they are not the children of other parents; they are YOUR children. You are the ones who gave life to them.  But the divine reality is:  They belong to God, and God gave them to you so they could become His children through Baptism and grow in the Faith.  
 
I’m giving you examples, and I hope you notice this.  I‘m giving you examples of practical applications of “ marriage belongs to God.”  If marriage belongs to God, then that means that you know that to live your marriage well, you have to obey God’s law.  If marriage belongs to God, that means you realize that your children also belong to God.  What does that mean also on the practical level? What do parents have to do?
 
Here there are a LOT of mistakes! You know what happens a lot of times!  I’m telling you!  This is what is going on! Parents, a lot of times, want their children to be what THEY want them to be!  I saw this in my father. He’ll explain it differently, and I’m not saying that it is all bad; I am just saying that you have to be careful. My father is an electrical engineer, and as we were growing up, he would always say, “All my children are also going to be electrical engineers.”  And so I grew up, even when I was in high school, sort of thinking, “Well, I am going to become an electrical engineer, because that is what my father is and that is what he says I am going to become.” And also, because as a son, you want to please your father. You love your father. You want to please your father.
 
Parents have to be VERY careful, because it is not their own program.  It is not “I want my son to do this,” or “I wasn’t able to be a football star so now I want my son to be a football star.” And there are the fathers, putting all this time and all this effort and all this money into football!
 
Parents have to realize that children belong to God.  What does God want from my children?  And that’s true!  If God has given you a child, God has a plan for that child! It’s not for you to invent your own plans for that child; you are to help your child discover God’s will for him, God’s plan for his/her life.
 
Notice, all these are consequences of “Marriage belongs to God.”  You have to take it to heart! You have to really begin to search your heart and find out, “How am I living my marriage? What am I doing in my marriage?  How am I raising my children?  Why am I doing this with my children? Do I think that I am the one who is going to decide what my child is going to be, or am I really trying to help my son or my daughter to do God’s will?”
 
And again, I’ll tell you, this doesn’t mean that parents can’t have good desires and hopes for their children.  Of course you can! But again, this is why your faith is so important.
If you’re close to God and you love God, more and more what you are going to want for your children is what God wants.  And God is going to help your children to know what He wants through you, their parents!  That’s why you are the parents!
 
This is what is going on! If a couple is really living their marriage well, the son or the daughter, the children, are going to be able to find out what God wants from them, in many ways, because of their parents, because of what their parents have taught them, because of what their parents want for them.
 
I really see God working in my life in that way. My mother is actually here, so she can say if this is true or not, but although while we were growing up my father would say that al his children would all be engineers, my mother prayed, “Hopefully God will call one of my sons to be a priest.” It is one desire that I would say is true that she had from the very beginning. Now I would say that God worked through her prayers so that I, at a certain point in my life, could realize: “This is what God wants for me. This is my vocation and my life.” Now, imagine the wonderful gift for me, as a son, to be able to say, “You know what? My parents not only raised me well, but because they were open to God, and because they loved God and they tried to live their faith, I have been able to discover what my work is on this earth  - because of my parents!”
 
          That the way marriage is supposed to be working! That’s what is supposed to be going on in the sacrament of Matrimony  when parents aren’t just seeing what’s in front of their nose – “This is what I want!” “This is what I want because I am so into the world.” When the parents are growing in their faith, when they are making God their priority, beautiful things happen! Beautiful things which will happen both in life, and especially after life here on earth.
 
Ok!  We’ve got to get going, because I want to finish here.  We’re back to filling in the blanks.
 
The sacrament of Matrimony is a gift of the love of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
And again, it’s what we said about sacraments – it comes from our Lord. To live it well, YOU’VE GOT TO LOOK AT THE EXAMPLE OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST!
The sacrament of Matrimony is a gift of the love of our Lord Jesus Christ.   It belongs to Him. The truth that it belongs to Him should fill all married couples with joy! Joy in knowing, “I’m not alone.  I don’t have to invent marriage, or figure out how to do this on my own. I just have to follow the example of our Lord. I’ve got to be faithful to the teachings of His Church. I’ve got to learn, more and more, His example, and pray so that I can be faithful to His example.”
 
It is an expression of His love.   I just put in “His Love” referring, of course, to Jesus. It is an expression of His Love. Remember this! Matrimony is an expression at the divine level of Christ’s love.  Trust me! The married couples will never find this out without faith. They will just think of their marriage as, well, “an expression of my husband’s love for me.”  “It’s an expression of my wife’s love for me.” It is not just a question of “Does she love me?” “Does he love me?” This is why we go back – if you are taking this seriously, to what marriage is. In coming to marriage, it cannot just be “he loves me very much,” or “she loves me very much.” It has to be “How much does he love God? How much does she love God? What is his faith? What is her faith?” If it is the love of Christ that is expressed in marriage, the only way that he/she is going to be able to live that out is if they have faith, if they are trying to follow Jesus.
 
Therefore, marriage is governed by God’s law, by the example of our Savior Jesus Christ, and by the teachings of the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church.
 
Now remember that! Every single married couple, if they are being faithful to the Sacrament of Matrimony, has to believe, and has to try to be living their marriage as governed by God’s law, by the example of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by the teachings of the one, holy, Catholic and apostolic Church. You can’t separate the two (Jesus and His Church form one Mystical Body).  You cannot, you CANNNOT be a wife and say, “Ok, well, this is the example of Jesus. I read the Gospel and this is the example that Jesus gives us, so this what I am going to do. “  Now, that is one thing you have to consider, but you also have to look at the teachings of the one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 
 Why do I say that? I’m not going to get into a long discussion about that because I don’t have any time left, but let me just give you one example. The wife can’t say, “Jesus said every one is equal so I am equal to my husband and so that means that my husband has to obey me just as much as I have to obey him.”  Be careful! Now, this is something that would have to be clarified, but you also have to say, “What does the one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church teach?”

  How does Christ’s Church then, transmit to us the example of our Lord Jesus Christ? Obviously, I can’t say everything in detail right now, but briefly, the Church teaches that the wife has to be obedient to her husband. This doesn’t mean that the husband doesn’t obey his wife, so to speak. Strictly speaking, he doesn’t. Strictly speaking, the husband doesn’t obey his wife. Strictly speaking, the husband has to obey God.  Really think about this.  The greater responsibility falls on the husband. Why? Because in a sense it is a little bit easier for the wife because she can rely more on that human element.  “My husband is telling me this, so I will obey.” The husband better do a lot to make sure that what he is asking of his wife and of his children is what God wants of them, and what the Church teaches. This is extremely important: Men, you cannot let yourselves be led by your own pride or your own selfishness and just do “what I want to do.”
 
 The Church also teaches that the husband has a very important responsibility to love his wife. Now again, this doesn’t mean that the wife doesn’t love her husband, but this is also very important because, in a sense, the love has to be the initiative (and many people have forgotten this) of the husband. What I mean by this is not just that the husband is the one who is supposed to initiate sexual intimacy.  He can, of course, but he doesn’t have to.  What I am talking about is when there is a conflict, when there is a problem in a marriage. In a sense, the husband has the responsibility to take the first step.  In other words, if he sees that his wife doesn’t want to do something, and he blames his wife and his wife blames him, he has in a sense to take the first step and say, “Ok, I’m going to try and please my wife even if she doesn’t please me.”  
 
I say this because so many of the problems of married couples that I have to deal with go like this:  The husband comes and says, “A, B, and C” – bad things about his wife.  Then the wife comes in and says, “A, B, and C” bad things about her husband.  So I ask them
“Can you try a little bit here?!!” 
 The wife cries, “Yes, but my husband is not trying.”
 And the husband says, “Yeah, but my wife is not trying.”
 And the husband says says, “I’m going to try, but my wife better try, because I’m not going to try anymore! I’ve been trying for 30 years but my wife doesn’t do anything, so why should I try?”
And the wife: “I’m not going to try anymore, because I’ve tried and tried and tried, but my husband remains the same. Why should I try?”
And that is where they stay!
If there were really an impasse where this teaching would apply, I would say to the husband, “Even if your wife doesn’t change, you make an effort to change. Do it for a day, do it for two days, do it for three day.  You might be surprised, because most probably, you will see a change in your wife.”
I want to mention this because many marriages don’t improve because they are relying on the other thing. Now what am I talking about?  I think it is quite common to find wives ‘que se estan aguantando.’  They put up with the situation, hoping it will change. Now, that is admirable; I won’t say a wife shouldn’t do that, because it is admirable, and there is grace from God there, but really, that’s not the way a things should work if the husband is the one who should love his wife first. 

See, that’s why I say there are problems. A lot of times marriages aren’t really improving because even though there is sacrifice on the part of the wife, what’s happening there is that marriage is also being changed a little bit.  The truth is, in the ideal marriage the one who is supposed to be making those extra sacrifices so that the wife will come around is the husband.  And I can promise you that if the husband really tries, I think there is an excellent chance his wife is going to come around. If the husband just sort of sets aside what he wants and what his wife is not doing and says, “OK. For the next week, forget what my wife does to me or doesn’t do!  I’m going to try to please her. I’m really going to try to take to heart the fact that I made a promise. I made this vow before God and the Church that I am going to love my wife. I’m going to do it!” Chances are very good that he will see a change in his wife, sooner than it would work the other way round, sooner than the change would come in the husband if it is the wife who is  going around making all these sacrifices.
 
Ok, then, the final one. 
.  God will always give Catholic husbands/fathers, wives/mothers, and children the grace to be faithful to their respective vocations.
      The grace! He will always give them the grace, always!  God never abandons us!  Remember this, because this is true. This is absolutely true - that God will always   give Catholic husbands and fathers, wives and mothers and children the grace to be faithful to their vocations, the grace to be faithful as fathers, as husbands, as wives and mothers. 
 
But! Notice here – a lot of times the reason why we are not able to be faithful is not because God does not give us the grace, but because we change marriage! We start living something else, and then the grace isn’t there, and we wonder, “Why?”
 
It is because you have closed yourselves up.  You’ve got to be faithful to the sacrament of Marriage. There are many ways in which husbands and wives close themselves off to the sacrament of Matrimony, and they can’t get the grace, because they change marriage!  What am I talking about? I’ll give you just a couple of examples, real quick.
 
What happens to the Catholic couple where one or both of the spouses – usually there is no need for both, let’s just say one – what happens when one of the spouses get sterilized? Big problems! BIG problems!  Why?  That’s going directly against Matrimony!  They’re changing marriage! Then if the grace is not coming to be able to live the marriage well, it is not that God isn’t faithful! You’ve closed the door on Him!  You’ve got to be faithful to marriage!
 
The parents that don’t raise their children in the faith- they’re changing Matrimony! They now think that marriage is to raise … I don’t know!  Movie stars! Or doctors! Or lawyers, or teachers … what do I know!  They are forgetting that they are supposed to raise Catholics! They are supposed to lead them to God, and lead them to heaven. They change the sacrament of marriage!  God will always be faithful, but we can’t be changing the sacraments!
 
 
The sacrament of Matrimony is a gift of the love of our Lord Jesus Christ.  It is an expression of His love.  It is a gift of His Church. Therefore, marriage is governed by God’s law, by the example of our Savior Jesus Christ, and by the teachings of the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church.  God will always give Catholic husbands/fathers, wives/mothers, and children the grace to be faithful to their respective vocations.
 
 

