SIXTH MARRIAGE TALK                              

By Fr. Michael E. Rodriguez    

 

          What I will do today is read from a little book that I have, and from time to time stop and make a commentary. I tell you this so you will know that I am not coming up with these things on my own. This is the Church’s teaching, and comes from a book on marriage by a priest, Fr. Paul Wickens, “Marriage belongs to God.”

We have to remember this.  Marriage is not something that belongs to the husband or wife. It is not even something that belongs in the first place in the Church.  Marriage, the sacrament of Matrimony, belongs to God. That means that to live it well, we always have to be faithful to God. That’s why you need faith! If you don’t have faith, or if your faith is weak, you are just going to see marriage as something human.  What seems easier for you?  What is it easier to do? You are going to be bogged down by your sins, by your own weakness. That is where there are major problems in marriages.
          “Marriage belongs to God. The sacrament of Matrimony is a gift of the love of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is an expression of HIS love. That is the divine reality of marriage. Marriage is an expression of the love of Christ.”
          It is a gift of Christ’s love. If you are going to live it well, you HAVE TO be always modeling it after the life of Jesus Christ. You HAVE TO be faithful to the teachings of the Church.  Christ and His Church are one!
          “It is a gift of His Church; therefore, marriage is governed by God’s law.”
Not by your laws, not by my laws, not by how you feel, not by your feelings.\

 “Today I feel strong. This is how I feel, what I think.”

NO!! What you think and feel is important, for God gave you that also, but it is so that you can shape your feelings and your thinking in accordance with God’s law, in accordance with the sacrament of Matrimony as a gift of our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, “marriage is governed by God’s law,” with the example of our Lord Jesus Christ and the teachings of His holy Catholic Church. Whatever the problems in your marriage, whenever there are disagreements in your marriage, and you are trying to find out “What should we do? What is the right thing to do?”,  you can’t go to “This is what I want to do,” or “This is what I feel is right.”

As husband and wife, you’ve got to do your best to ask yourselves:

“Ok. Our marriage is governed by God’s law. What does God’s law say? What is the example of our savior, Jesus Christ?” and “What does the one, holy, Catholic and apostolic  Church teach?”

There are many, many couples that are living their marriage against the teachings of the Catholic Church. That is a very, very grave sin! It destroys marriage!

I ask the couples, “Why are you doing this?’ and what do some of them answer?

Some of them say, 
          “Well, I don’t agree with what the Church teaches, and I feel that this is the right thing to do.”

          PLEASE BELIEVE THIS, AND REMEMBER IT FOR THE REST OF YOUR MARRIED LIFE.  THAT WAY OF THINKING AND THAT WAY OF ACTING IS FROM THE DEVIL, NOT FROM GOD.

          We should not EVER go against God’s law, against the example of Our Lord and savior Jesus Christ, against the teachings of His Church.

          

There are many, many Catholic parents who are not putting 100% effort into raising their children in the Catholic faith, teaching their children to pray, teaching their children to be good, faithful, practicing Catholics. That is what the husband and wife promised to do when they got married. When you get married, the priest is going to ask you:

“Do you promise to accept lovingly the children that are sent to you, and to raise them according to His law and the laws of His Church?” and you answer:

“I do.  I promise.”    You are promising before God, you’re promising it before the Church. That is what makes your marriage. So these are very solemn promises you make. You make the promise to raise your children according to God’s teachings again when you come to baptize your daughters or your sons. The priest again will ask you, as a parent,

“Do you want your child to be baptized in this Faith?  Do you know your responsibility, that you are to raise this child in the Faith?”

And the father and mother respond, “Yes, this is what we plan to do.”

 

When parents go against that promise, it is something VERY SERIOUS! The father, (and this is just an example, because it can be the mother too), the father who worries that his son be the best basketball player, and that his son be the best football player, and takes him to the basketball and football games, yet doesn’t teach him his faith, nor does he read to him from the Scriptures or take him to Mass, or to confession….MAJOR PROBLEMS! He is seriously at fault in his failure to live up to the promises he made before God and the Church.

 

Again, the hinge is your faith! You have to be always growing in your faith, every day! The husband helping his wife to grow in her faith, the wife helping her husband to grow in his faith, because otherwise all will collapse, if the faith isn’t there!

 
And finally, “God will always give Catholic husbands, fathers, wives, mothers, and children the grace to be faithful to their respective vocations.”

 

If you do your best to be faithful to God’s law, to the example of Jesus Christ, to the teachings of the holy Catholic Church, God WILL give you that grace. God never abandons you.

What happens many times is that because WE distort, because WE change, in a bad way, the sacrament of Matrimony, a lot of times, then, the grace just isn’t there!

 

Ok!  I’ll read a few things now. These are just SOME points, but apply to all of them what we have said:  
Marriage belongs to God. 

It is a gift of Our Lord Jesus Christ. 

It is governed by God’s law. 

This is a gift of God’s love, the way He has given it to us.
 

In these selections you are going to hear, you’ll recognize that there are things are being done very differently in the world outside regarding marriage, and that is the problem: 

The world is living marriage in many ways that are contrary to God’s law.
 
All those people who are married, but not through the sacrament of Matrimony – CONTRARY TO GOD’S LAW! 

 
All those couples who say they are contracepting, or have gotten sterilized –

CONTRARY TO GOD’S LAW! Contrary in a very, very serious way.

 

            All those people who are out there promoting “same sex ‘marriages’” – a grave, grave sin – CONTRARY TO GOD’S LAW, TO THE SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY!

 

          I could give a lot more examples of all the stuff that is out there.  It is out there!

 

(A person in the group asked about a couple where one or the other has been sterilized. What can they do if they now realize the enormity of their sin, and want to be obedient to God?  Father responded: Oh! That’s a serious problem! Well, they have to do the best they can to correct that. The technology exists to correct that, though it may not always be successful. One would have to see a specialist…they have to at least give it a try, make the attempt. I mean, they at least have to try to correct the situation.)
 

Now, reading from Father Wickens:
The primary purpose of marriage is to procreate and raise children. Since the beginning (meaning ‘to give life to’) – Since the beginning and rearing of children constitutes the primary end or purpose of marriage, marriage must be looked upon as an unselfish venture.
 

Marriage must be seen as something that is unselfish! Now, THIS is the law of marriage, according to God. In the world, you are going to see it very differently. What I see that is really scary for me also, as a priest, what I see out in the world, is that there is so much selfishness in the world, in the way marriage is promoted and presented, and here we are learning that the exact opposite is what the reality should be.

 

I think I mentioned this previously: A young man does not enter into a priestly vocation PRIMARILY for personal happiness. Now this doesn’t mean that he doesn’t also expect to find personal happiness, it’s true, and God wants that for him. I’m not saying that it isn’t. 

I didn’t go into the priesthood thinking I was going to be SAD as a priest. I went into the priesthood because I really believed: “I’m going to be happy as a priest. It is going to be very fulfilling, and God is going to give me many blessings.”

But the point here is that the key point is PRIMARILY. A young man does not enter into a priestly vocation PRIMARILY for personal happiness, but rather, for the good of souls. He becomes a priest for the good of souls, and because it is God’s will. Because he believes it is God’s will for him, that this is God’s commandment, and what God wills for us is always going to bring us happiness.  BUT… it is also going to require sacrifice on our part. We are going to have to work also, like it says here, “for the good, well-being and happiness of others – the spouse and children.”

 

Remember this, because it also says: “Marriage is not primarily for personal happiness.”
 

This is VERY important, and the world is NOT going to tell you this! Now, again, it is not saying that it is not for your personal happiness. Does everyone understand the difference?  He is saying that it is not primarily for you, for your personal happiness. It is not saying marriage will not also be a source of personal happiness, which is something that we know! If you are faithful to marriage, and God has given it to you, husband and wife, there WILL be great personal happiness in your marriage. There will be a lot of blessings also. There may be a lot of crosses that you will have to carry, but there will also be great blessings.  The point is that it is not PRIMARILY for happiness. “It was instituted principally for the purpose of producing candidates for heaven.” Marriage was instituted so that you can get yourselves to heaven and get your children to heaven, so that you can build up the church, so that you can give glory to God. Remember that!

 

Now again, all of this might sound a little bit strange to you; in fact, I think it probably does, but why? It is because all too often we’re coming to marriage from a worldly perspective. But if we remember these things that we’ve been saying about marriage, that it is the love of Our Lord, Jesus Christ, given to us by God, then at least these things will make a little bit more sense.  In order for you can believe in them more, and live them more faithfully, your faith has to grow. You have to grow stronger in your faith! You have to be more faithful to prayer, more faithful to the sacraments. You have to learn your Faith better – all those things.

 

There are a few more things I want to read from the book:

 

“You are called (referring to the husband and wife) to work with God in the greatest work of creation – the continuation of the human race.” 

This is sort of building on what has been said. To continue:

 

“Mutual love and health is the secondary purpose for marriage in God’s plan” (the mutual love and health of husband and wife). “Couples entering marriage often have a mistaken idea of love. They confuse infatuation or passion with love. (Sometimes they think love is the equivalent of passion.) They also often confuse ‘like’ with ‘love.’ To like is to receive pleasure or enjoyment. To love is to give, that is, to do what is good for the beloved.”
 
Remember this! There are many, many problems in marriages because of selfishness, because of just thinking of one’s own self. Either the husband or the wife or both are always looking forward to receiving! “What’s my husband going to do for me?” “What’s my wife going to do me?” “How am I going to get pleasure from this?” “How am I going to get enjoyment out of this?”    “How is this going to be what I think is right?” 

There are a lot of problems between husbands and wives because each one thinks he or she is right.  I just recently heard this joke where a priest said that the wife told him that when she got married, she was marrying Mr. Right, but she didn’t realize that his first name was Always. The husband was Always Right.  Yeah! It works both ways, of course.                              

 

So, again, here too, you must really understand what it means to love according to the example of Our Lord Jesus Christ, who did not come to receive – He came to give! This is the great truth of what the sacrament of marriage is! Our Lord Jesus Christ has given His Church, has given the world, this sacrament so that husband and wife can learn to love according to His example, transform the world, and really bring life to the Catholic family.
So, remember, to love is to give, to do what is good for the beloved. Focus on “How am I going to give?” “How am I going to serve?” “How am I going to please my wife?” “How am I going to please my husband?” “Even if I think I am right, maybe I’ll consider that maybe she could be right.” “Maybe he could be right, and even if I am right, I can just sort of let this slide, because he is asking me to do this.”

 

Now, again, there too, you have to be careful! It is never ultimately a question of whether the husband is right or whether the wife is right, but rather, “What is God’s law?”

“What is the example of Jesus Christ?” “What are the teachings of His Church?” That has to be the ultimate consideration, always.

          

A few words of wisdom about avoiding quarrels, and not fighting over children, money, pride, relatives or friends. 

 

“Offspring should bring father and mother closer together, not drive them farther apart.”

 

You’re going to have to be careful in this regard. Children, especially as they get older, learn to play mother against father if they are able to! They are also little rascals! Those of you who have children can give witness to that! So be careful!

 

“Offspring should bring father and mother closer together, not drive them farther apart. Disagreements over discipline, freedoms, style of clothing, etc., (all the worldly things!) should be talked over and settled out of earshot of the children.”
You always want to do your best to provide a united front to your children. 

 

I was just talking to a mother and wife who has been married…I don’t know, quite a few years, at least maybe 20 years. (These are just some of the practical problems that are going on.) She tells me, “You know what?” sort of lamenting, “You know, Father, it’s really difficult for me because my husband …  I really think he sort of wants to be really good friends, like, he wants our daughters to love him a lot, so that are a lot of times when he comes back from work that they are being disrespectful to me, or they are not obeying what I am telling them to do,” and she says, “There are very few times when he tells them, ‘Look! Don’t be disrespectful to your mother!  Obey your mother!’”  

 

She said, “There are very, very few times when he supports me, when I tell him, ‘Help me out here!’ He doesn’t want his daughters to get upset at him, and to sort of be angry at him.”  NOT GOOD, because … what is going on there? To begin, the first criterion for the father shouldn’t even be “What does my wife want?” He has to consider that, obviously. If your wife is asking you, “Support me here, Honey, give me some help!” Well, men, you better take that into consideration.

 

But first and foremost you should be thinking, “What is God’s law?” And there, clearly, you have to say: “It is very important that we teach our children to honor and obey their mother and father, that they learn to be obedient to their parents, but especially to God.”  

You’ve got to correct behavior contrary to these principles.  You can’t be worrying more about whether your daughter or your son will like you a lot, and this and that, and trying to be a good guy. BAD!  Husband and wife need to do your best to always present a united front.

 

Now, regarding money. 

 

“Often, one spouse is a spender, whereas the other is a saver. Now, obviously, a middle ground is probably the best solution.”

 

 That conflict exists very often. Try to come to some kind of compromise when such differences exist. There are a lot of problems in marriages as a result of this conflict. I’ve already heard them so many times! One or the other will complain, “Father, my husband/wife just spends and spends and spends, and buys all these things that we just don’t need.”
Just the other day a mother was talking to me along those lines. Now notice how problems escalate, how they grow. You start sinning.  Always remember this, because this has nothing to with marriage, but is basic to our Catholic faith. You start sinning, and you start going against the sacrament of Matrimony, and it is like an avalanche. More sins, and more problems begin to arise. 

Remember the mother who was telling me about the problem with the daughters, and the other problems that she had?  In some way I would say all the problems are related.  “How are they related?” you might ask? They are related because there are many signs I can see where that marriage is not being lived according to the laws of God. 

One of the things the wife mentioned was “My husband is spending a lot of money on things we don’t even need. He’s buying all these computers and televisions, and all these things that make things even worse, bringing in a lot of sinful ideas and sinful temptations into the home.”
But here’s where the bigger problem is, or where her problem lies. One of the things that she is trying to do is spend more time at home with her young daughter, and is thinking of taking at least one year off from work. Well, her husband doesn’t want her to. Why not? Probably, now I don’t know for sure because I have not talked to the husband, but probably the reason is that he wants to keep buying a lot of things. Since he wants to be buying so many things, he knows he needs his income supplemented by his wife’s income to make ends meet.
There are so many problems when the primary focus of the husband and wife is not on raising their children, They need to set aside their desire for superfluous, material things that they do not need, for the accumulation of things is actually making it harder for them to educate their children in their faith.

 

Remember these examples. Think and talk about them. Even on this question of money, where the book says probably a middle ground is the best solution, and I would agree that you have to try to compromise, I would add this: If one is a spender and the other a saver, still, both of them still have to grow in their faith so they realize that money is not the most important thing, and any money has to ultimately be used to really help make the marriage be a good marriage, to help the couple get closer to God, to help yjrm raise our children in the Faith.
If you are just saving and saving and saving money, well, some people in the world might think that is a good plan, but I would say even that is a little bit questionable! If you do not have at least a plan as to how you are going to use that money you are saving for the good of the marriage, and for the good of your children, especially their spiritual good, all the time, I can promise you, all the time! You are going to be attacked and tempted by worldly doubts, by what the world is trying to make you do. That’s why your faith is so important, so absolutely critical.

 

With regard to pride, it says:

“No one likes to lose an argument, or to admit that the other person is right and I am wrong.”

 

The question then becomes: “Why not?” Each spouse should seek truth and wisdom, not victory. Remember that! Each spouse should seek to find out “What is the truth?” “What does God from us?” Not “I’m right,” or “She’s right,” but “What is really the best for us? What does God want?” Also, “How can I make my wife happy, my husband happy? What can I do for him? What can I do for her?”
The thing is you’ve got to trust that if you’re making all these little sacrifices, the effort will really work towards having a good, holy marriage.   If you put your wife, your husband first, it really will bring secret blessings into your marriage, to your family, in ways that you do not foresee.  You’ve got to be faithful to God’s law, to what the Church teaches.

 

Regarding relatives and friends:

 

“Each spouse must keep in mind that the other spouse comes first, both in time and affection, before relatives and friends.”         

 

OK, always remember that – even before relatives and friends.   You have to give priority to your husband, to your wife.  You don’t put your mother first. You don’t put your father first. You don’t put brothers or sisters first.  You don’t put friends first.  You don’t put cousins first. Now here, too, be understanding.  If, for example, your wife’s mother is very sick, and your wife has to spend days and days and even nights taking care of her mother, well, I would think the husband would be understanding. Know that your wife loves you, know that she is your wife. She’s not going to forget you. You’ll be first. Just be willing to sacrifice for the period of time that she will be with her mother in her illness.
Here, too, a little bit of give and take is necessary, because at the same time, the wife taking time to care for her mother needs to realize that her time away from them is taking a toll on her family. Try to balance things out. Get another sibling to help take of the mother also, if possible. Try things like that.  
There are problems that are going to come up, and you have to try to work them out, first and foremost, not based on what you want, but based on your faith. What is marriage?  What does the Church teach? What does God ask of us? How am I going to be called here to sacrifice?  To maintain this primacy of affection (in other words, putting your spouse first) will take vigilance and unselfishness, but keep working at it.

 

There is more I could say, but I will just read one other little section, and I hope it will encourage you to learn more about marriage as the years pass.

 

“Man is made to rule, whether in the family, the state, or the Church. This vocation comes from God, but in order to be exercised properly, God must rule him.”

 

Again, remember these things! You’ll hear something contrary to what I just read very often in the world. The world has a skewed idea of equality – it thinks that women and men have to do everything the same. Remember what we’ve said here: This vocation comes from God, and in order to be exercised properly, God must rule the man, AND! he must also learn to rule himself. VERY IMPORTANT! This is why we have so many problems right now in marriages and in the world and in the Church, because first of all, the man is not ruling correctly like he is supposed to rule. 
The thing is, it is not a matter of me standing up here and saying, “OK, I’m the priest. I’m the father here in this parish and everyone is going to do what I say.” That’s bad!

I’ve got to be working really hard so that God is ruling me, and so that everything that I am doing is in conformity to God’s will, and then I also have to rule myself, meaning I must have self-control, that I must have control over my own passions, and even over just doing what I want.
This applies also to husbands. When a man is doing things just because he wants to, because it works for him, because it is fun for him, he is not fit to rule. In Spanish it is “Tienes que tener dominion de ti mismo.” If you want to rule, God has to be ruling over you, and you have to be obedient to God’s will.  You also have to have self-control, in order that you not be under the rule of disordered passions, because then, your disordered passions will be what will be dominating your family.
 You can see, then, how there is a HUGE problem when the father is an alcoholic. He is dominating by that addiction.  Whenever you have a father who is addicted to pornography, or who is addicted to drugs, or to whatever it might be - he might be addicted to sports, or to laziness, or any of those things that show lack of self-control, there will be grave problems in the family.  A man has to have self-control in order to rule over his family in a positive way. 

 

