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It is of extreme and primary importance to recognize that marriage is both a HUMAN and a DIVINE reality - and that the divine reality always trumps the human element.  Without this understanding, marriages are bound to have many problems and, in too many cases, will end in failure.

 
It is not enough to say “I love my spouse, and we have a great house in a nice area, and good jobs, and we’re happy,” to have a good marriage.  If the eternal salvation/happiness of either or both spouses is in jeopardy due to sin, it is NOT a good marriage.

Faith is essential to a good marriage.  If faith in God is lacking in either spouse, if the spouses are not growing in their faith, they won’t know or be able to accept what marriage is, and there will be serious problems within the relationship if the priority of the divine element is missing due to that lack of faith.  We can never fully capture the divine measure of marriage without faith, because faith opens our soul to God, to divine realities.

In today’s world, secularism and materialism rule.  What scientists and “experts” in various fields have to say is given more importance than what our faith teaches.  We accept their premises: that what is important is that which brings immediate pleasure, comfort, and satisfaction. This kind of thinking affects marriages, and it doesn’t help persons understand the divine reality of marriage.  This is unfortunate, because couples will never to able to live their marriage well without understanding the divine element, and without faith, that understanding will escape them.

The world is SECULAR, MATERIALISTIC, and makes it very hard for anyone to grow in faith. Among the enticements the world offers are:

· Television, with its pernicious values, not only corrupts viewers, but it keeps couple from talking to each other about serious matters, sharing ideas and exploring differing opinions.  It doesn’t help one to believe in the divine, to pray together, and only corrupts God’s gift of our sexuality.


· The Internet, which centers on secular and materialistic values, and keeps couples in a world apart from each other. 
· Material possessions and consumerism, with the focus on acquiring more and more of clothing, jewelry, appliances, etc., a bigger house, a better car, a better job to have more money to spend.
· The entertainment world, with its sports, games, movies, concerts, gossipy TV shows.
· Excessive time spent on work or school.

The main problem today is that too many belong more to the world than to God.  One example that exemplifies this is the unwillingness of most couples to have more than 1 or 2 children. Other things matter more to them, like money for material goods or vacations, the woman’s figure.

WHAT SHOULD BE THE MAIN CONSIDERATIONS to get to heaven and bring up new souls to know, love and serve God?
This awareness of what is of primary importance is missing among most people, and this is due to the fact that faith is missing.  Faith has to be present, otherwise one is blind to the divine reality of marriage.  What is needed is to grow in Faith.  Both spouses need to make an effort to grow in their faith.

PRACTICAL STEPS TO GROW IN FAITH 


Review the way you spend your time.  How much time is being spent on going to Mass and to Confession, on praying, reading the Scriptures, spending time before the Blessed Sacrament, studying our Faith?  Spending more time on these activities will strengthen our Faith.


Our understanding of marriage is determined either by Faith or by the world and its values.  Human beings become slaves to sin and to the world when they become too concerned about the house, work, school, looks, etc., instead of making sure that their soul is right with God.


The following realities are extremely important, but most people find them hard to accept because they are too caught up, too into, worldly attitudes and values:

· GOD and the DEVIL: Both are real.  God gives us the gift of marriage; the devil distorts it.

· GRACE  and SIN:  Grace helps us to live the gift well.  Sin will cause ruin and is opposed to grace.

· HEAVEN and HELL:  Couples will walk through life heading either to heaven or to hell.                         Spouses either work with grace to walk towards heaven, or reject it and get enslaved to sin.


THE FOCUS IN MARRIAGE MUST BE ON GOD, JESUS, AND HIS CHURCH.

     Both spouses have to be on the same wavelength.   If major differences in belief in those three  exist, there will be major problems in the marriage, sooner or later.  One can’t understand what marriage is unless one is clear on certain truths:  God created marriage.  He gave it to us as a gift.  MARRIAGE BELONGS TO GOD!  Through the sacrament of marriage, the couple becomes ONE FLESH.  

Nowadays many Catholics either just live together, or enter into a civil contract.  The government can say they are married, but it means nothing, because the government did not create marriage.  It makes as little sense to say the government can give a marriage license as to claim that the Church can grant a driver’s license.  Neither would be operating in their sphere of influence.


Couples have to have Jesus as their example to understand what marriage is.  Jesus gave His life for His bride, the Church.  The Church is the Mystical Body of Christ.


COUPLES HAVE TO BE ABSOLUTELY FAITHFUL TO THE TEACHINGS OF HIS CHURCH, FOR IT SPEAKS WITH THE VOICE OF JESUS, IN ORDER TO LIVE HIS GIFT OF MARRIAGE.

