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Left and Right

Barbarians in the City of God
By Mary Ann Kreitzer

The devil isn't a little guy with horns wearing rpdjamas and carrying a pitchfork. He's a
chameleon who changes clothes to match the audfeisérying to pervert. He's a liberal in
Birkenstocks or a conservative in an Armani sufiriast in sandals or wearing cassock and
biretta, His forked tongue can lie with the cultirmice of a PhD drinking Perrier or with the
down home slang of a beer-packing redneck. Welrthalsame to him — leftist liberals, right
wing conservatives, or moderates of any stripewipts us all and will use whatever he needs
to seduce us. And he’s very good at it.

This article will look at some of the barbarianteking the faith on both sides of the
political spectrum. It's a warning that evil alwayears a mask of good and to fight it we need
to be ever vigilant, ever prayerful, with eyes wiafgen and minds and hearts formed by the
doctrine of the Church.

First let’s look at an assault from the Idfaith in Public Life(FIPL) was formed after the
2004 election by a coalition of liberals includidign Wallis ofSojourners MagazineRobert
Edgar head of thational Council of Churcheand Sr. Catherine Pinkerton of NETWORK, a
coalition of liberal nuns who lobby for leftwing uses. Obviously the red state/blue state
phenomenon where people of faith overwhelmingledaigainst the Democrats’ agenda
alarmed them. The founders worried that the “ReligiRight continued to dominate public
discourse on issues of faith — primarily targeisgpes of abortion and homosexuality — and
virtually ignoring issues of justice and the comngmod.” FIPL wants to show that “those
who use religion as a tool of division and exclasits not dominate public debatél)

This statement reveals the not-so-hidden-agen&#Rif and its founders, i.e. neutralizing
pro-lifers who have been so effective at garnegrags-roots support of values voters to fight
abortion, sodomy, and same-sex marriage. FIPL fisesounding statements about justice
and the common good but ignores the fact that tbatgst injustice in our culture is the
murder of the innocent and one of the greatesatbit® the common good is the promotion of
homosexual sodomy with all its deadly diseases.

I've had my own personal confrontation with oné=tfPL’s founders. After the 2004
election Alan Colmes’ scheduler called and inviteel to be a guest on Colmes’ radio show
because of an article | wrote on the rejection agss of the party of abortion. The line that
got Colmes’ attention was “There’s no reconciliatletween good and evil.... Voters rejected
the party of gay activists, radical feminists, lasis, the Hollywood elite, pornographers,
death-peddlersanti-Christian bigots, and apostate Catholics.” {2)e article was not pro-
Republican, but criticized the Democrats’ evil ad@nl agreed to participate in the show
reluctantly knowing how brutal Colmes can be and fflostered | get when I’'m attacked. But
it was an opportunity, friends assured me, to @iatkhe truth. The deck was stacked two to
one with me on one side and Alan Colmes and Rdtatgar of the National Council of
Churches (and a founder of FIPL) on the otherrue FIPL style Edgar played the “you're too
divisive” card. Both men hardly let me finish a w@rte from Colmes’ opening aggressive
salvo of, “Am | evil? Is Dr. Edgar evil?” | wishd'had the presence of mind to respond, “I
don’t know. Do you beat your wives and kill babieBut abortion was the issue we could not
discuss. Whenever | brought it up, | was talked mlow

This is the strategy of FIPL. The “divisive” issugfsabortion and homosexuality will not
be addressed, only the “social justice” issues.dtlie, of course, because many of the groups
in the FIPL network have as their primary agendaymting abortion and sodomy. However,
FIPL claims, “We build bridges between faiths; gda/common space for discussion;
encourage collaboration and the formation of nawlitronal alliances. [FIPL] aims to build a
nationwide infrastructure designed to ensure fadiimmunities are actively engaged and
included in public discourse.” What they measeégectivepublic discourse. Since 2004 FIPL
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has enlisted thousands of organizations acrossaingtry in almost every state to
promote their agenda. Go to the map on their webpaizk on a state, and you get a
list of groups in that area belonging to FIPL. Ahdt's where things get interesting.
Catholic writer, Stephanie Block, wrote three deicrecently that are posted on the
Catholic Media Coalition website. (3) Block revetile strange bedfellows in FIPL.:

There are at least 150 groups in Hzath in Public Lifenetwork concerned with
‘gay rights’... there are also at least Rignity chapters and 18oulforcechapters.
Dignity specifically targets the Roman Catholic Churcleksgg nothing less than a
complete reversal of Church moral teaching abautaléy and sin.Soulforcehas a
broader mission and targets all organized religibseeks “freedom for lesbian,
gay, bisexual, and transgender people from relgand political oppression
through the practice of relentless nonviolent tasise” and that it is a misuse of
religion, and spiritual violence, “to sanction tendemnation and rejection of any

of God’s children.” BottDignity andSoulforceseek full legal protection of same-
sex marriages.

Cod
Bignity/Scattle
o

Nothing strange about those bedfellows. Radicaediters likeCall to Action,
feminist groups, and environmental greens fit jiadlthe table as well, along with
many others who publicly support abortion and hcemaal rights. So who are the
strange bedfellows in the FIPL household? Cathotinoferences, diocese3atholic
Charities,diocesan offices of peace and justi€atholic Reliebffices. The list of
Catholic groups goes on and on.

In my own state of Virginia the network includeg ¥irginia Catholic Conference,
the Peace and Justice offices of both Virginia eééesCall to Action two gay
advocacy groups, at least fiGatholic WorkerandPax Christibranches and numerous
other liberal groups.

| ) Interesting Trinitarian
Block sums it up this way:

Perspective from Dignity/Seattle

Looking state by state at the map of organizataffisated with [FIPL], one

observes the same uncomfortable networking takimgepall over the countryCall
to Actionchapters, homosexual activist groups, ecumenaahtunity
organizationsCatholic Relief Service€atholic Charities and progressive political
organizations are uniting to “fight the right”.... Tieeare 44 states in ttk&ith in
Public Lifenetwork. In each, Catholic organizations — ofi@ectly related to
diocesan offices — are engaged in political fellojwswith groups that were created
explicitly and deliberately to destroy Catholic mbteaching. (4)

Strange bedfellows indeed. It hearkens back t&Cdt@olicCommon Ground
Projectdeveloped by Cardinal Joseph Bernardin that sotagéihgage diametrically
opposed groups in “dialogue.” During that misguidgtative Cardinal James Hickey
of Washington, D.C. was a voice of reason whendia §True ‘common ground' is
found in Scripture and Tradition as handed on tghotlne teaching office of the Holy
Father and the bishops." He described@h&chism of the Catholic Churels the most
reliable expression of common ground.(5)

FIPL makes th€ommon Ground Projedbok like small potatoes, and judging from
its “Voicing Faith Media Bureau” described on itebsite, the organizers aren’t really
interested in dialogue anyway. Rather, FIPL isityegeared as a press resource to
promote liberal causes.

Block examines a number of FIPL speakers wholagublic face of the
organization. Interestingly, while the group clainat to address abortion and
homosexuality, many in its media bureau are knawrekactly that — and NOT from a
pro-life/pro-family perspective:
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Sr. Simone
Campbell, SSS

A Sister of Social
Service since 1964,
Sister Campbell is
the National
Coordinator of
NETWORK, a
national Catholic
social justice lobby.
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Kim Bobo...is aCall to Actionspeaker who founded the Chicago-bdseerfaith Worker Justice
She also sees “conservative Christian forces mdizipg the morality-in-politics debate around
such issues as abortion rights and same-sex martid@ counter this, Bobo helped write the
manualHow to Win: A Practical Guide for Defeating the Rad Right in Your Communityl he
manualspecificallyidentifies pro-lifers as “radical right,” namingayps such as themerican Life
League and provides materials in support of abortion gay “rights” and a host of other issues.

Sr. Simone Campbell, SSS, current national cootdirfar the “Catholic” social justice lobby
NETWORK...also hagall to Actionties and a long, sordid history of connectionsrm-g@bortion and
homosexual activism.

Then there’s Sr. Joan Chittister, who made heasllin 2001 for delivering the keynote address at
theWomen'’s Ordination Worldwide Conferenoedirect defiance of a Vatican request....In additio
advocating a Catholic female priesthood and disagainst Church doctrine, Chittister i€all to
Action speaker and supports abortion as a woman’s “ti{i.

The thought of Catholic organizations affiliatingtlwFIPL reminds me of the children’s song about
the smiling lady who rode the crocodile. “At thedesf the ride the lady was inside, and the smile wa
on the crocodile.” Stephanie Block expresses itl@roway. “Misguided Catholic partners in thaith
in Public Lifenetwork say — and in some cases perhaps even nteay don’t support abortion or
homosexual marriage. It doesn’t matter that tlagythey’re just part ofaith in Public Lifebecause
progressive politics will send more government mpoteethe poor. The sad fact is that as members of
Faith in Public Lifethey are working for the very moral evils they olaio oppose.” (7)

The FIPL barbarians who have infiltrated the Cityamd through the left gate are worrisome, but,
like Gulliver in the land of the Lilliputians, thé&g pretty easy to spot and fight. But the barbasia
coming in through the right gate often resemblaadbx Catholics, so they tend to blend in. It'scear
to fight an enemy who looks like you.

If | were to ask the average man in the streetitoana Catholic in the major media who is pro-life
what do you think they’'d say? My guess is SeanriitgnWith his three-hour-a-day radio program he
has a bully pulpit and often proclaims himself aalg Catholic. Another response | might hear i$ Bil
O'Reilly. And if | asked serious Catholics what restation they prefer and the one they think gives
the most unbiased reporting from a Catholic perthpetd give you two to one odds they’'d say FOX
Cable News (FCN). If I'm right, that scares me. 8&se the “Catholics” on FOX are undermining the
faith big time. Oh, the poison is delivered in arepalatable medium but that just means more gets
swallowed.

It was instructive to watch the recent confrontatietween Sean Hannity and Fr. Thomas
Euteneuer of Human Life International over contpdima. For anyone on Mars who missed the event,
here is a brief review.

During Lent, Hannity mentioned on the air forgejtihwas Friday and taking a bite of a chicken
salad sandwich. He publicly apologized, althoughisis apology as entertainment. (Filling up three
hours every day takes some creativity.) Fr. Eutenauwote a column about the incident saying Sean
didn’'t need to apologize for his accidental viadatiof Church law, but for his public dissent from
Church teaching on contraception. A few years eaHather wrote and asked to meet with Sean
privately; but he never got an answer. Father'dipsibatement, however, earned him an invite to
FCN'’s Hannity and Colmes Show where an enraged ilawent into a tirade. Father maintained his
cool though he was barely able to get a word ireedge. He defended Church teaching calmly and
with dignity. He did not attack Hannity (althougl’s been accused of it). He simply stated the truth
The show ended this way: Hannity: “Wait, would ydeny me Communion?” Fr. Euteneuer: “|
would.” Hannity: “Wow, wow.” (8) For Hannity beingpeechless was no doubt a new experience.

The aftermath has been interesting. It was ehtag moment and Fr. Euteneuer took advantage of
it to produce a series of short videos clarifyingu€h doctrine on contraception. They're excelkmd
available at HLI.org. Father received over a thadsamails, letters, and phone calls, most of them
positive. But the negative emails from practic@atholics are extremely troubling. ME wrote,
“[Hannity] is a MAN OF GOD and there should be moféhim willing to speak the truth...HE IS A
CONVICTED MAN OF FAITH.” (Caps in original) Anothegmail from someone signing himself “Fr.
CC” is truly baffling if it was really written by priest: “l hope you will send this letter to Sean
Hannity and ask him for an apology....I believe, likélions of other Catholics today, that
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contraception is no ‘big deal.” He goes on to gldhat he teaches the Church’s doctrine.
Carmen in San Diego wrote, “While | disagree witaridity on birth control, | think he is a
fine example of a good Catholic. | listen to hinegvday.” Someone named Kent said, “’| am
a conservative Catholic. | thought you were wayméirk in this interview with Sean
Hannity.” One of the most ridiculous comments cdroen Gl: “The assault against
conservative Sean Hannity was motivated by libBexhocrat Thomas Euteneuer.” This type
of knee-jerk response identifying any critic of Héwg as a liberal was not uncommon.
Another comment put things in perspective. “You trkuew that Sean Hannity supports pro-
family and pro-life causemore than anyone | can think of on televisiG@mphasis added).

And that’s the rub. Hannity (and Bill O’Reilly fadhat matter) can masquerade as seriot
Catholics because what we have for comparisonukcpscandals like Teddy Kennedy, Joh
Kerry, and Nancy Pelosi. Catholics whose opinidesnsfrom an authentically Catholic
perspective like Joe Sobran and Pat Buchanan heeredp demonized and marginalized thg
hardly make the radar screen. So who pass for GegfRiddannity and O’Reilly who, between|
them, support contraception, gay marriage, torofiggrisoners, a preemptive military strike
against Iran by Israel, etc. All the positions niemed violate Church doctrine — on sexuality
just war, and human rights. Hannity and O’Reillyrdut think as Catholics with the mind of
the Church. And yet, many orthodox, well-meaningde are calling them “good Catholics.’

In my opinion, the barbarians invading the CityGafd through the right gate are equally
dangerous (perhaps more so) than those on thiedlediuse their poisonous error is more eajs
to swallow. | know many solid orthodox Catholicsomvill make excuses for a Sean Hannity
who wouldn’t give one inch to a pro-abortion DeraicAnd yet chemical birth control kills
millions more babies than clinical abortion. Ihist a trivial issue.

Going back to the Hannity — Fr. Euteneuer affafgund one event most likely to create

Father Thomas
Euteneuer, president of
Human Life
International

confusion. It was an open letter from Legionarie€lorist priest Fr. Jonathan Morris
apologizing to Hannity for Fr. Euteneuer’s crititisvhile castigating Fr. Euteneuer. Fr. Morris
is employed by FOX to comment on ordinary news &jeas well as religion. His letter was
not only sanctimonious, but in view of his beingpayed by FOX seemed like a conflict of
interest as well. But what troubles me most abouMerris is the implied connection of the
Church with a “conservative” network that oftenrspthe news as effectively as the liberal
media. In the mind of the viewer, isn’'t a romanl@obn a FOX commentator likely to make
him think the network stands with the Church?

To sum up, we're living in very confusing timegahe devil loves confusion. It gives
him the perfect venue for ensnaring people angitmgpthem up. The only antidote is to study
the doctrine of the Church and pray unceasinglynyarthodox Catholics know with clarity
what the Church teaches about abortion and comttiace They may be less familiar with
teachings on the just war, labor and capitalism, 8rious Catholics need to study the Faith in
its entirety to protect the City of God from thelmarians, no matter which gate they use for
the invasion.

Notes

1. See Faith in Public Life website:
http://www.faithinpubliclife.org/about/backgroundhl

2. Press ReleaseThe Election’s Over, Our Work is Just Beginnihgs
Femmes websitdattp://www.lesfemmes-thetruth.org/prll_04_04.htm

3. www.catholicmediacoalition.org

4. lbid

5. Thomas J. Reese, S.J., Digging into ‘Common Grqouidherica
Magazine, September 21, 1996.

6. Block

7. Ibid.

8. Seewww.HLl.org to view the video and all other materials discdsse

relating to Fr. Euteneuer’s appearance on FCN.

Mary Ann Kreitzer is editor ofhe Truth a publication oLes Femmes, The Women of Truth
This article first appeared in the Spring 2007 ssu
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|
The Martyrdom of Father Ganni

Priest of the Chaldean Church in Iraq
(Extrapolated from various news sources)

The Sunday after Pentecost 2007, after he hadre¢géebMass in his parish church,
Father Ragheed Ganni, a 35-year-old Chaldean Gamadst, and his three subdeacons
were brutally killed in Mosul by Muslim jihadists.

Father Ganni chose to remain with his parishioaéisoly Spirit parish in Mosul,
despite the dangers there. “Christ”, Father waalg, “challenges evil with his infinite
love, he keeps us united and through the EucHaigifts us life, which the terrorists are
trying to take away.”

“The young people,” he said, days earlier, “orgadisurveillance after the recent
attacks against the parish, the kidnappings, tfemath to religious; priests celebrate Mass
amidst the bombed out ruins; mothers worry as #egytheir children face danger to
attend catechism with enthusiasm; the elderly ctomentrust their fleeing families to
God’s protection, they alone remain in their coymthere they have their roots and built
their homes, refusing to flee. Exile for them ismaginable.”

Father’s life was full of hope. He organized tlogpl courses for the lay faithful of
Mosul; he worked with the young; he consoled disariaged families; the month of his
death he had been helping a small child with seraye problems undergo surgery in
Rome.

After an attack on his parish, on Palm SundayAgstl 1%, he said: “We empathize
with Christ, who entered Jerusalem in full knowledigat the consequence of His love for
mankind was the cross. Thus while bullets smashedlurch windows, we offered up
our suffering as a sign of love for Christ.”

“Each day we wait for the decisive attack, but wk mot stop celebrating Mass; we
will do it underground, where we are safer. | arncemaged in this decision by the
strength of my parishioners. This is war, real visaat, we hope to carry our cross to the

Father Ra@héed Ganni

very end with the help of Divine Grace.”

As bombings multiplied and kidnappings of priest®aghdad and Mosul became
more frequent, as the Sunnis began to demand tara<Christians to remain in their
homes, or face their requisition by militants, agev and electricity grew scarce, Father
told AsiaNewdthe international news agency of the Pontificegtitute for Foreign
Missions, for which Father Ragheed was a correspathéh May that Iraq is “on the
verge of collapse.” And he told of a bomb explodimdpis parish church, on the feast of
Pentecost May 27; of the “war” which broke out eelwdefore, 7 car bombings, 10
explosions in swift succession, the three-day ewrfd Christians being prisoners in their
own homes,” and of not being able to celebratdehst of the Ascension.

He wondered: “In a sectarian and confessional haéltjthere be any space for
Christians? We have no support, no group who fifgrteur cause; we are abandoned in
the midst of this disaster. Iraq has already beéedet; it will never be the same. What is
the future of our Church?”

At the time of Father Ganni’s funeral Mass, thergaaf St John the Baptist church in
Dora section of Baghdad were executed. The chur&t dacob was seized and converted
into a mosque. Dora has been the Christian sefdioover 1,000 years but Christians are
being driven out with violence and pressure or &seed to pay the traditional Muslim
protection taxjizya. And a Catholic priest was kidnapped in Baghd#d five boys who
were thinking of entering the minor seminary todiae priests.

A Muslim colleague, a professor at the Pontificaé@brian University, released the
following letter, “In the Name of What God of Dedt#fave They Killed You?” to his dead
priest-friend:
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In the name of the compassionate and merciful God,
Ragheed, my brother,

| ask your forgiveness for not being with you whkase criminals opened fire against you
and your brothers. The bullets that have gone titrgwur pure and innocent body have also
gone through my heart and soul.

You were one of the first people | met when | axdvwo Rome. We met in the halls of the
Angelicum and we would drink our cappuccino in timversity’s cafeteria. You impressed
me with your innocence, joy, your pure and tendeitesthat never left you.

I always picture you smiling, joyful and full of gefor life. Ragheed is to me innocence
personified; a wise innocence that carries inéarhthe sorrows of his unhappy people. |
remember the time, in the university’s dining roamhen Iraq was under embargo and you
told me that the price of a single cappuccino wddde satisfied the needs of an Iraqgi family
for a whole day.

You told me this as if you were feeling guilty foeing far away from your persecuted
people and unable to share in their sufferings.

In fact, you returned to Irag, not only to share slffering and destiny of your people but
also to join your blood to the blood of thousanéifaqis killed each day. | will never forget
the day of your ordination [Oct. 13, 2001] in tiRohtifical] Urbanian University. With tears
in your eyes, you told me: “Today, | have diedetf,5a hard thing to say. | didn’t understand
it right away, or maybe | didn’t take it as serityuas | should have, but today, through your

martyrdom, | have understood that phrase. You kigae in your soul and body to be raised up
in your beloved, in your teacher, and so that Ghvizuld be raised up in you, despite the
sufferings, sorrows, despite the chaos and madness.

In the name of what god of death have they killed%/In the name of which paganism
have they crucified you? Did they truly know whia¢y were doing?
O God, we don't ask you for revenge or retaliatdfe ask you for victory, a victory of justice
over falsehood, life over death, innocence ovexdhnery, blood over the sword. . Your blood
will not have been shed in vain, dear Ragheed,Usecwith it you have blessed the soil of
your country. And from heaven, your tender smilé gantinue to light the darkness of our

nights and announce to us a better tomorrow.

| ask your forgiveness, brother, for when the liviret together they think they have all the
time in the world to talk, visit, and share feebrand thoughts. You had invited me to Iraq. |
dreamed of that visit, of visiting your house, yparents, your office. . It never occurred to
me that it would be your tomb that one day | wouikit or that it would be verses from my
Quran that | would recite for the repose of yourlso

One day, before your first trip to Iraq after alprged absence, | went with you to buy
souvenirs and presents for your family. You spokid we of your future work: “l would like
to preside over the people on the base of chagifiyrb justice” - you said.

It was difficult for me to imagine you a “canonigatige.” And today your blood and your
martyrdom have spoken for you, a verdict of figetind patience, of hope against all
suffering, of survival, in spite of death, in spiteeverything.

Brother, your blood hasn’t been shed in vain, amgr ghurch’s altar wasn’'t a masquerade. .
You assumed your role with deep seriousness tnatiehd, with a smile that would never be
extinguished ever.

Your loving brother,
Adnam Mokrani
Rome, June 4, 2007

Professor of Islamic Studies in the Institute fog Study of Religion and Culture,
Pontifical Gregorian University
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SHHHHHH!

By Dr. Timothy Brady

Once again, one marvels at a priest’s inabilitypethaps
unwillingness to connect the dots. Or, | suppo$e piossible that this
priest does not really mean what he is sayingshys it because it is the
sort of thing a priest is supposed to say.

| refer to my godson’s recent first communion idiacesan Mexican
church.

| think this is the sort of thing that creates aaia schizophrenia on
the part of the faithful, and causes them, oveetita simply not take the
Church seriously.

Throughout what can only be supposed to be themepartion of the
event, the priest would intersperse his talk wittathfor more reverence
and respect. This, of course, is good, and thoses afarginalized

Catholics are always glad to hear such admonitidisrepeated plea to
the faithful to turn off their cell phones, whichrtinued to ring with
catchy tunes throughout the event, was ignoredpobly.

Frankly | can understand why, given the atmosphegeich an event, a
reasonable person would wonder why a cell phonaldhme turned off. Is
it inappropriate to have your cell phone on at skbthall game?

But one wonders. If showmanship works (and thishat “creative”
liturgy is all about), why would a priest not ty lead by the example of
reverence, if he really desires reverence on thiegbghe faithful?

If you wish for people to remain silent, along wilteir cell phones,
how do you reconcile this plea with the occasiatalut from the priest,
“No se oiga! Una vez mig“l can’t hear you! Once more!”) in pep rally

fashion?

How do people know what to do when you ask thefkéep silence” (Yes, yes...the liturgical vesture is wrong,
one moment and then the next lead them in clapginigsinging along to a but that serves to demonstrate the
corrida tune where the words have been substituted by Same! ubiguitous nature of the cell phone
reference to a non-denominational higher power? problem.)

If you allow parishioners to show up at events saglthis, where

children, freshly catechized, are to first recdive Body, Blood, Soul and
Divinity of Our Lord, dressed, in the case of thethers, sisters and aunts,
in seductive, revealing dress, better suited fougpe venues, how is it
then that you rue from the pulpit the shame of Blessed Mother of
Guadalupe at legalized abortion in Mexico? How da find the words to
express the treasure of chastity?

How do you pine publicly for the destruction of tBaurch when you
foster an inclusive, horizontal liturgy in front afcast of a thousand?

Why spend five minutes explaining to everyone, prgir to the
elevation of the host, trying desperately to coogithem that, yes, this
round wafer really is Our Lord, when you have spbatother 55 minutes
behaving as though it is a little round wafer ainalizing the Sacrifice?

This is the same priest who ordered four littlddriein praying the
rosary out of the Church and who prays at eachsofasses for more
vocations.

It is not the priest himself | criticize, becauseis simply doing, in his
own way, what we see done almost universally todaling for one
thing, on the one hand, from the faithful, and thesceeding, on the other
hand, to set an example that is guaranteed togexsin the Faith.
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The Dawkins Delusion:
Does Dawkins Exist?

By Marie P. Loehr

Yesterday upon the stair

| met a God who wasn't there.
He wasn'’t there again today;

| wish by gosh He’'d go away.

The Atheist’s Paradox, courtesy of George Loehr

As anyone who follows the media even casually knowsow,The God
Delusionby Richard Dawkins is a non-fictional work purpadito challenge

religion and prove the “strength through joy” ofi@ism. In fact, this text is actually
in the same genre as Dan Browba Vinci Code.

It retails the same worn-out arguments againsexigtence of God, the
opposition of science to theology, the rationatifyscience and the superstition of
religion. In other words, it details all the mythgainst religion popular at least
since Voltaire through the Victorian progressiviatel Nietzsche right into the
“God is dead” movement of the 1960s. Atheists, the poor, we have always with
us, since the Enlightenment. However, aristoceaara intellectual elites in every
era of every millennium have given up belief in gadt a God. This fact can be
tracked through comparative religion and literata®well as history.

This conclusion, that there is no God, is alwapsdicular temptation for those
protected by power, wealth, technology or over-adioa. It has never been more
prevalent at any time than it is in this era. k$pecially so in the First World,
Europe, Britain, the U.S. for all of the reasorisatiabove. Nevertheless, that
assertion of human hubris neither proves nor digsahe existence of God. Richard Dawkins, author of The

Dawkins’ particular viewsnightdisprove his existence as a man of the God Delusion
enlightened 21st century, as well as his claimseta scientist. A reading of
Victorian science and literature will reveal thgtthe mid-19th century the
Oxbridge elites had embraced the scientific pragivésm of the era. This embrace

of science, distorted as scientism, generated §ksipticism, then agnosticism, and
at last atheism. The end product of this progresteid to the rationalism,
totalitarianism, existentialism, and finally nilsitn by the end of the 20th century.

Yet the scientific method itself should play a roleany such inquiry — whether
it's the existence of God, or neutrinos, which \@@’'t see either. Why use a form
of scientific method in the approach to God? Axgriauilds on nature, so faith
builds on reason. Moreover, even in science soemsidnd phenomena are not
amenable to testing or laboratory conditions, astnay for one. In such cases,
observation and meticulous records of the phenorobsarved are essential. This
approach can be applied to the study of God, digiae.

The scientific method starts with an open mingbrésents hypotheses for
examining a given phenomenon. It tests these, ststt@an--either in the lab or
with thought experiments in Einstein’s mode. Evdrewa test is impossible or
inconclusive, the scientist does not simply tosstloa hypothesis. It is left for
future research and evaluation in an era when #tbeds and tools for research
have improved. Is this a viable approach to theméxation of religious or spiritual
issues?

It is simple reality that much of what we claimki@ow in many areas of
scientific research and application is invisiblarost of us, except with the use of
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increasingly high-powered technology, or observatibthe visible effects of
that which is not visible. Thus, it would seem thaén religion and spirituality
should be examined with an open mind, testing dkigrg [as St. Paul says] and
holding fast what is good, recording the visibl&eefs of a reality not visible to
us in the temporal present as meticulously as weAgthe same time, we must
accept in all humility that the human being isifd#, considerably less than
omniscient, and either reserve judgment or acceplimitations before the
mysteries of God’s revelation.

Dawkins claims to do this. He does not succeed.idéas, arguments and
assertions he presents are in fact straight frenvibtorian progressivist era. His
clique is particularly insular and provincial inthdime and space, still caught up
in the peculiarly Oxbridge phenomenon of self-catglatory elitism and
intellectual self-enclosure. For a man who sneetfaih-heads” for “resistance
built up over years of childhood indoctrination” timethods that took centuries
to mature” [NB the snide, self-regarding joke hawbether by evolution or
design”], Dawkins has no qualms about indoctrimraiad brain-washing of the
atheist sort. More than a few parents and educatoutd find this assertion
hilarious. Children are far more tough-minded aadiéss susceptible to brain-
washing than Dawkins presumes. But atheists, iddals or governments, are
oddly blind to human nature and its capacity tastdsrain-washing.

Dawkins demonstrably violates what should presugnbblhis own scientific
principles and method. Real science and real ogligre neither sloppy nor
fatuous nor prejudiced.

That Dawkins can deride religion as prejudice mrationality proves he’s a
Victorian fossil who never came out of his velvetolstered parlor. Religion is
as insistent on hard truth as science. Furthernserentific method owes its form
and substance to medieval scholastic quodlibetisulied as quibbles. Whether
scholastics really debated how many angels dancékeohead of a pin isn’'t
important. If they did, they anticipated particleygics by centuries. Angels and
particles do have a great deal in common, evengtihamgels are pure spirit and
particles are pure matter.

The ultimate scientific method is seen in the woffhomas Aquinas. He
takes each opponent’s argument, summarizes it obeaely than the opponent
can, lists the various objections to both the heegsl the orthodoxy, then
explicates each to show error or truth, finally doding with some
corroboration from an expert such as Aristotle ag#éstine.

Dawkins, despite his claim to scientific fame aigr, ignores this
foundational objectivity and rationality. He relies unsupported assertions,
sentimental observations--negative and positidehominenattacks, red
herrings and straw men to deride religion and prtenatheism.

The most amusing portions of his book are thoserevhe attacks the
Church, and states her position, when he obvicheadn't a clue to what the
Church really teaches or practices. All the religi@attitudes that he decries, a
true Christian must also decry, because such @dftare the antithesis of what
true religion teaches and practices.

In the June issue &first Thingsmagazine, Michael Novak comments on the
shrill defensiveness apparent in Dawkifibe God Delusioand other current
paeans to atheism, “as though they are a signfnattory but of desperation.”
Citing this in theAlbuquerque Journal31 May 2007, Bishop Michael J. Sheehan
also notes that “these atheistic authors are kiridé®men spitting against the
wind. Each trots out his arguments for atheismmight seem, to convince
himself. . . . There will always be the village eits, but those who believe in
God, the vast majority, will continue to experiefjog and strength in their belief
in God.”

Amen
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The Enemy Within

In a Nutshell

1. Faith in Public Lifeis a national coalition with member organizatiomgvery
state.

2. Faith in Public Lifeexists to fight any political attempt on the pafrteligious
bodies (particularly the Catholic Church) to oppabertion or homosexual
“rights.”

3. ManyFaith in Public Lifemember organizations are abortion - or homosexual
“rights” advocates, that is, their sole politicHfogt is to sustain legal abortion or
obtain homosexual “equality.”

4. Many Faith in Public Lifemember organizations exist specifically to change
Catholic moral teaching about abortion and homoalkityu

5. Catholic charitable donations raised through theuatCatholic Campaign for
Human DevelopmerfCCHD) fund manyraith in Public Lifemember
organizations. Some of these CCHD-funded orgaioizsiexist to direct
religious bodies — such as Catholic congregatiotissupport progressive politics
that sustain legal abortion or obtain homosexuqiiadity.”

6. Albuquergue Interfaiths one of these CCHD-funded organizations thaitexi
direct religious bodies — such as Catholic congiega — to support progressive
politics that sustain legal abortion or obtain heeaal “equality.”

There are a shocking number of Catholic organizatins also part of theFaith in
Public Life coalition.

Therefore, even as Catholics are standing outdiddian clinics, attempting to save
lives, even as Catholics are appealing to theisla@rs to not support embryonic stem
cell research, euthanasia, or same-sex marriaffeidd Catholic bodies — through their
Faith in Public Lifemembership — are fighting political efforts to t@irabortion or
homosexual activism.

Tell Archbishop Michael Sheehan to get ouFatth in Public Life.
Tell Archbishop Michael Sheehan to get ouAtiiuquerque Interfaith

Tell Archbishop Michael Sheehan to stop fundingabortion, pro-
homosexual political activisi
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Los Pequefios Monthly Meeting
August 24, 2007
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Pro-life Prayer:
Planned Parenthood Abortuary
701 San Mateo Blvd.
Holy Innocents Chapel:
(505) 266-4100
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Tuesdays at Noon
Mass at the Holy Innocents Chapel
Fr. Stephen Imbarrato
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(505)266-4100

Helpers of God'’s Precious Infants
* Planned Parenthood Abortuary
701 San Mateo Blvd.
Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays: 8 AM

11:30 AM
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&
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Saturdays: 8AM-11:30AM
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(505) 440-3040
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Around the Archdiocese

Good News: Sr. Joan Brown, OFM no longer works for the Arcldise of Santa
Fe “Ecology Ministry.” Although Sister’s organizati, Partnership for Earth
Spirituality, continues to identify her as “...a Franciscatesisho works in
Ecology Ministry through the Social Justice Offimiethe Catholic Archdiocese of
Santa Fe...” and Anne Avellone, the current dioecfor the Archdiocese’s Office
of Social Justice, serves on tRartnership for Earth Spiritualitypoard, Sr. Brown
is no longer directly associated with the Archdeme This is great news. As a
participant in the anti-CatholiCall to Action New Mexicand its affiliate Pax
Christi, and as a promoter of highly dubious ecologica¢tiogy,” she was a
confusing presence in the chancery.

Of course, her influence in the Archdiocesksisés. Brown is a board member
of the National Catholic Rural Life Conferencewthich the Archdiocese, through
its Office of Social Justice, links. So it isa' though she’'sntirelydisassociated.

Some REAL Ecological Action: Want to save trees? Or, even better, how about
savingLos Pequefiosome work and stamps? Send your email address to
webmaster@ lospequenos.@mgd asked to be placed on LPC's e-letter [idte
Pequefios Peppaerill then be delivered each month to your computdow, how
cool is that!

Around the World

Summorum Pontificum Pope Benedict XVI publishedraotu proprioon July 7,
2007, titted Summorum PontificurffOf the Supreme Pontiffs”). The document
eases restrictions against the Traditional forhefRoman Rite Mass and provides
guidelines for its broader implementation.

In an accompanying letter, Pope Benedict pdigtdefends the Missal
published by Paul VI and then republished in twossguent editions by John Paul
Il as “the normal Form — thieorma ordinaria— of the Eucharistic Liturgy.” The
version of theMissale Romanurprior to the Council, which was published with
the authority of Pope John XXIIl in 1962 and usediny the Council, the Holy
Father terms “&orma extraordinariaof the liturgical celebration” and cautions
that it is inappropriate “to speak of these twosi@ns of the Roman Missal as if
they were ‘two Rites’. Rather, it is a matter dfxafold use of one and the same
rite.” He also points out that the older “Missaswnever juridically abrogated and,
consequently, in principle, was always permitted.”

In practice, however, it has been cruelly sapged by local bishops and “in
many places celebrations were not faithful to tteseriptions of the new Missal,
but the latter actually was understood as authayinr even requiring creativity,
which frequently led to deformations of the liturghich were hard to bear.”

Liturgiam Authenticanaddressed some of the more flagrant of these
deformationsSummorum Pontificumestores the ability of priests and laity who
wish to celebrate Mass according to the MissallofiB8hn XXIII to freely do so.
The Holy Father writes: “Let us generously open loeairts and make room for
everything that the faith itself allows.”

The unofficial English translation of tidotu Propriomay be read at

Pope Benedict's accompanying letter is availahle at
212.77.1.245/news_services/press/vis/dinamichefdtra

www.vatican.va/holy father/benedict xvi/letters/Z0fbcuments/hf ben-xvi_let 20070707 _lettera-
vescovi_en.html
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Reaping the Whirlwind of Abortion

By Bishop Thomas G. Doran
Reprinted with permission from The Observer, thiiciaf Newspaper of the Catholic Diocese of
Rockford, where it appeared in the August 11thdssu

| want to touch on this matter before we get taselto the November madness. As human beingsjzmnsi of a
“first world country,” as Americans, and as Caths|imost importantly, we have to take count ofdineumstances in
which we live. We know that the only creatures oid@hat outlast time are those created havingléutehnd will. All
other things, with the passage of time, break upreak down.

Many of the issues that confront us are serious vaknow by now that the political parties in @ountry are at
loggerheads as to how to solve them. We know nfstance, that adherents of one political party dqléhce us
squarely on the road to suicide as a people.

The seven “sacraments” of their secular cultureahtion, buggery, contraception, divorce, eutsEndeminism
of the radical type, and genetic experimentatiosh mntilation. These things they unabashedly espquséess and
promote. Their continuance in public office is aasland present danger to our survival as a nation.

Since the mid-1940s we have been accustomed toalsiddnce at Germans. They were protagonists @ehend
World War and so responsible for fifty million dbat We say, “How awful,” and yet in our country have, for the
most part, allowed the party of death and the ceystem it has produced to eliminate, since 19@®ands of forty
million of our fellow citizens without allowing tme to see the light of day.

They have done their best to make ours a truereuttideath. No doubt, we shall soon outstrip theidlin doing
human beings to death.

| do not think that we should spend a great dedih# in lamentation over the children whose litiase been
snuffed out by the barbaric practice of therapeaitiortion. They passed from their lives quicklythis world and have
gone into the hands of the Lord of Life and Meroydll eternity. We must make it clear too, thahsnavho have
sought to have practiced on themselves therapabtittion are in many instances driven to it by pessheedless of
their welfare, or by well- meaning but inept paseot guardians who regard abortion as a solutiohnan as what it is
— an immense problem. There are some, | think Fesgely given over to immoral lives who regard dlmor as a
good, but their number is not great.

What we have to remember is that violence breeslenvie. When we tolerate unjust attacks upon thesti
innocents among us, we habituate ourselves tongeleAnd so we have allowed these barbaric practaeorrupt our
laws, our medical practice, and even our ordinassl How accustomed we have become to the immeas®f life in
our wars throughout the world! Those who have #iltillions under their mother’s hearts cannot bgeexed to balk at
a mere few thousand killed in Afghanistan, in IregSomalia, in Darfur, in Bosnia, in Madrid, in hdon, in Baghdad,
in Beirut, in Washington, in New York. The violengBabortion coarsens the lives of all of us.

Once it was said, “... for all who take the swoiitl perish by the sword.” (Matthew 26:52) So we $ee rise in the
number of predations among youth, even among tbagest, the rise of domestic violence. We speakad rage as a
common thing. It is true what the theologians hsai€, that sin darkens the intellect, and weakieasvll. Having
sown the wind of abortion we now reap the whirlwifitlis appears in every quarter of our culture amevery day.
And that just from the first of the “sacramentsiefth” of our secular human culture.

The toleration of sexual perversions among invevidespread contraception, easy access to “nd féivtbrce, the
killing of the elderly, radical feminism, embryorstem cell research — all of these things defilé @ebase our human
nature and our human destiny. Should we cry out thié prophet “To the mountains, ‘Cover us,” anthehills, ‘Fall
on us™ (Hosea: 10:8), lest other peoples see &od, forbid, imitate us?

| ran across, in one parish, prayers of the faithfth the intention that “we pray for those whonkand
demonstrate for the cause of life and the unbbmaged and the defected, that they may persavemite of the
ridicule they receive sometimes, even from pastacspriests.” | shudder to think that might be 1\ know from the
sad experience of recent years that some Catl{elien among priests) are so warped and pervededtfreir Catholic
vocation, that they are capable of enormities. Bugty should know that it was no prelate or bisbhppope that said,
“Suffer the little children to come to me and dd himder them” (Matthew 19:14). The Invisible Heafdhe Church
will one day come to judge the living and the daad the world by fire, particularly those who haither by acts of
omission or commission, destroyed innocent hunfan li

It is the duty of every Catholic to support the Wwof the parish Pro-Life directors and commissiand to work for
the extirpation from our society of all those winaainy way foster or promote these things. | whaeteelly endorse the
activities of our Pro-Life Office in the sure anglain knowledge that divine justice will not alldlose who act
against human life to prosper. These unholy saangsyedf our secular culture are the seeds of theeudg®n of our
nation.

Think for yourself: what nation that kills its yognperverts marriage, prevents new life, and dgsttioe family,
kills those deemed useless, makes the war of tesdieto a real war, and manipulates the genetitstmd human
nature, can long endure?

Bishop Thomas
Doran, Diocese of
Rockford, lllinois
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