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Founder of the Dominican Order of Preaching Fri&tsPominic was
born in 1170 at Calaroga in Old Castile (now Catgay Spain).
Ordained about 1195, he spent ten years preaching@the
Albigensian heretics in Languedoc. Later he fouhithe Order of
Dominicans, which grew out of the band of volunseti¥at joined him
in his mission among the Albigenses and saw traiation as
evangelizing the whole world.
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We are an Archdiocesan-wide Catholic lay organ@mattommitted to a charitable defense of the Cathyli
Faith by means of education, communication, ang@raWe are devoted to the Roman Catholic
Magisterium, the Holy Father, and to the bishopd alergy in union with him. Our members believe }La
the Church believes and we promote what the Chigathes. To this end, we believe that no indivi(;/l I
whether cleric or lay person, has the right to altee substance of the gospel message or moral trufs
which have been inerrantly and infallibly held I tCatholic Church since Her founding.




pe Benedict XVI

Reporters asked the Pope last May
whether he supported Mexican bishop
threatening to excommunicate leftist
parliamentarians who voted to legalize
abortion in Mexico City.The Pope
replied, “Yes, this excommunication
was not an arbitrary one but is allowed
by Canon (church) law which says that
the killing of an innocent child is
incompatible with receiving
communion, which is receiving the
body of Christ. They did nothing new,
surprising or arbitrary. They simply
announced publicly what is contained i
the law of the Church... which
expresses our appreciation for life and
that human individuality, human
personality is present from the first
moment. Selfishness and fear are at th
root of pro-abortion legislation. We in
the Church have a great struggle to
defend life . . . life is a gift not a threat.’

b
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Throwing Down the Gauntlet

By Stephanie Block

Be on notice: If you are a politician who makea ftoint of wearing
Catholicism on your sleeve, you'd better be pregpaoewalk the walk. This spring,
Pope Benedict XVI affirmed the position of the Mea bishops who said that any
politician who votes to legalize abortion has exommicated himself.

In response, 18 pro-abortion Catholic politiciam$Hie United States issued a
statement that the Pope’s remarks threatened freefilspeech and freedom of
religion. On the contrary, the United States Coeriee of Catholic Bishops
retorted, “to suggest that the Church should redrty voice its teaching and apply
it in a pluralistic society is to attack freedomspleech and freedom of religion.”

The problem of Catholic pro-abortion politicianaisthing new. In the last
national United States election, a Catholic candidar president made it clear that
he not only supported legalized abortion but sawnoonsistency between his
position and the reception of Holy Communion —ailiph pro-abortion beliefs are
at complete odds with Church teaching. His flagkshavior sparked national
debate and the action of over a dozen US bishopsdebried his sacrilege and
made it clear that he was not free to receive Coniomuin their dioceses.

There are hundreds of other such misguided paliteiaround the United
States, flaunting their Catholicism for politicalds but exhibiting little fidelity to
the particulars of the Faith. For example, New Me’ Catholic governor, Bill
Richardson, who has personally raised hundredsoofsiands of dollars for
NARAL (National Abortion and Reproductive Rightsthm League) was
permitted to hold his January 1, 2003 inaugural$vishe Archdiocese of Santa
Fe’s cathedral.

Nor is abortion the only “non-negotiable” issue I@aic politicians must
oppose if they expect to remain Catholic. TheyHedther issued the apostolic
exhortationSacramentum Caritai; May that says all believers must demonstrate
“eucharistic consistency quality which our lives are objectively callied
embody. Worship pleasing to God can never be dypri&vate matter, without
consequences for our relationships with othershis Theans public witness to the
Faith — not as we might wish the Faith to be buvadave received it. It also
means the defense of “fundamental values” thatidetrespect for human life, its
defense from conception to natural death, the famiilt on marriage between a
man and a woman, the freedom to educate one’srehilahd the promotion of the
common good in all its forms....These values arenegotiable.” 5C83]

Again, to use the above example, New Mexico’s Ritthardson has said that
he would support national legislation for same-sied unions and he is pushing a
domestic partnership bill in New Mexico to bensfitme-sex couples. He also
supports human embryonic stem cell research, atiegip obtain public funding
four times this past legislative session.

Defense of these values makes particular demantt®sg in positions of
power and authority. “Consequently, Catholic poihs and legislators, conscious
of their grave responsibility before society, miggtl particularly bound, on the
basis of a properly formed conscience, to introdaess inspired by values
grounded in human nature....Bishops are bound tdimaadonstantly these values
as part of their responsibility to the flock entagsto them.” $C83]

A challenge has been given. Catholic politiciand €atholic bishops are
equally responsible to live up to the Faith. Takufe of one has direct bearing on
the other and the problem is not going away.
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“Pure moral relativism”

San Francisco priest warns that dissidents posegtareat, should be taken
seriously

By Fr. John Malloy, pastor

There is a “wave of theological and moral dissiat ts in danger of overtaking
the Church in America. The dissenters are systeaibtitrying to subvert and
‘reconstruct’ the very foundations of our Cathdhéh.”

Karl Keating Catholic Answershas written many times to warn people about
Call to Action Women'’s Ordination Conferend@atholics for a Free Choige
CORPUS (the National Association for a Married gtheod),Dignity,
FutureChurch and many other self-proclaimed “change agentssgmt in the
Church today. They all have a similar agenda: sondintle the existing structure
and essence of the Catholic Church and then re-ihakéheir own image and
likeness.

They desperately want the Church to change itsd'tigtand on such issues as
abortion, contraception, divorce, homosexual astivwomen’s ordination, and
married priests. It's almost hard to believe thatse people are serious. But they
are. For many of us, it may even be hard to belibaethey pose a serious threat to
the Church. But they certainly do. Did you knowtthta recen€Call to Action
national convention (in Milwaukee, Wisconsin), aipte of hundred priests were in
attendance? It's true. Also present were many adieninist nuns, religious
educators, chancery officials, liturgists, theotot, and various Church
bureaucrats. Altogether, about 4,000 to 5,000 mewogle in attendance.

It is a powerful force within the Church today! Atttey have a clear,
systematic agenda: to tear down the Church as we krand then re-build it into a
different “New Church” structured around their oagenda. One of the most
insidious plans being laid by the dissenters isatee a “constitution” adopted by
the Church that would give so-called “rights” thiétpeople” (or, more accurately,
to the dissenters). The “Constitution for the CathGhurch” is being widely
promoted right now by a group called thssociation for the Rights of Catholics in
the Churchwhich was founded in 1980 in reaction to Vaticansure of radical
theologians.

Article 1 of this Constitution is the most importanf all, laying the groundwork
for everything else to come. It says, “All Cathslitave the right to follow their
informed consciences in all matters.” Notice it sitesay “properly formed”
consciences. You see, the dissenters believehthdinal arbiter of any decision
must be the person’s own conscience — regardlesbether it is properly formed
or not.

Of course, if the Church were to accept this “idethlen the original standard —
reliance on a properly formed conscience baseti@adthority of the Magisterium
— would be swept away, replaced by a mandate fier puoral relativism. This is
what leads men like Frank Bonnike, co-founder oREQIS, to say, “I keep all the
rules, but I also respect people who don't keeghallrules. The key is to respect
their consciences.” Of course, the dissenters dealty believe that all Catholics
have the right to follow their consciences. Whyz&ese whenever orthodox
Catholics oppose abortion, homosexual “marriagetit@aception, and the like, the
dissenters viciously condemn us and ridicule oawsi As with “tolerance” and
“non-judgment,” this reliance on personal conscgeiscsimply a tool that the
dissenters use to further their goals.

From the weekly bulletin of Saints Peter & PauligiarSan Francisco
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85 years young, Fr. Malloy is a
Salesian of Don Bosco. He is
currently the Pastor of Saints
Peter and Paul Church in San
Francisco.
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Mar Magdaln
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DA VINCI CODA: More about
Magdalene

By Marie P. Loehr

Now there were standing by the cross of Jesus dieenand his mother’s sister,
Mary of Cleophas, and Mary MagdaleneJohn 19:25-26

The feast of St. Mary Magdalene is 22 July. Jslthe month of the Precious Blood,
following June’s feasts of Corpus Christi, the BadyChrist, and the Sacred Heart of
Jesus. Why is Magdalene associated so closelythétBody, Heart and Blood of Christ?
And why have so many given this association a ¢apia?

She lives this association by her presence atrtigfixion and death of Christ on
Calvary, as shown in John’s Gospel. In Gibson’s imdWhe Passion of the Christ,” she
is shown with Mary the Mother of God gathering hp blood of Christ after the
scourging - that not a single precious drop maipbe- as he is led, stumbling, away.
Although this does not appear in the Gospels,atrisasonable possibility for
contemplative reflection.

We see all through the Gospels that the apostieshé most part, give a simply
human interpretation to the words and acts of €hFisey have glimpses of his divinity,
but those are often too subtle for their understapdChrist has to remind them over and
over that his mission is from the Father in theri§dor the salvation of mankind. His
kingdom really is not of this world, but for thehgation of this world.

The apostles are enlightened with finality at Peosé The Spirit comes upon them,
fills them with his gifts and fruits, and sendsrhéorth, enlightened, empowered, and
emboldened - to preach the Word of God. After Revge they see with the eyes of the
Spirit, rather than the eyes of the flesh.

As far as we can tell, the women who followed Gtdis see beyond mere flesh, or
fallen carnality. They see Christ as prophet, astieif we read between the lines of
Scripture. They provide whatever supplies, monegyises Christ needs. These women
who minister to Christ appear to have been sukiatantthe community, like Joanna, wife
of Herod’s steward, Chuza. Some New Age commergaioggest that Magdalene, too,
had a degree of wealth, especially if she was wreain pagan temple prostitution. But
this is an unsubstantiated surmise at best, afalla reading at worst.

How can we understand the relationship betweensCand Magdalene with more
clarity and accuracy?

The Gospel speaks of the rich young man who can@htist, asking what he could do
to please God as fully as possible. Christ lookkiamand loves him, then tells him, “Sell
what you have, give the money to the poor, and dotfev me.” He also tells Simon the
Pharisee, scandalized by the harlot washing Chrisét with her tears, drying them with
her hair, anointing him with precious oils: “Becawshe has loved much, she is forgiven
much.”

These two stories give us a clue to his attitugeatd Magdalene. We may infer his
love and his directive to her, from the story af tich young man. We may infer his
tenderness and his delight in her being, savedaeking to work for him, from his words
to Simon, and from his acceptance of the harlatisitity and offering, the offering of her
entire substance and self. It is an offering imispnd truth, a sign of her being born again
in water and the Spirit, such as Christ describdditodemus.

The people who are determined to interpret theae@md relationship between Christ
and Magdalene as carnal rarely suggest that mstréslinvolved. Heavens, no! They are
not so crass abat They describe the love between Christ and Mageades the noblest
of human sentiments, the legitimate passion of the¢ leads to marriage and children.
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But therein lies the problem - they perceive itrexely human, however noble.

These are the same people who cannot grasp thgtdidrJoseph NEVER knew
one another carnally. They are the blind who ingiaty had other children by
Joseph. Why? Scripture says, they say, ignoringthgal meaning of “brothers” or
“sisters” as simply cousins, relatives. They cargrasp the implications of Mary
Theotokos’ union with God: with the Father through Son in the Spirit. Or the
grace which fills Joseph to enable him to protéstwife and the Word, in chastity
and courage. To have God, to be in God is a fulltlest exposes the emptiness of
even legitimate eros, and leaves it irrelevant.ddmhately it is almost impossible to
deal with people who miss the spiritual point sotffet their eyes are closed, and
their backs face the target!

In The Trinitarian Foundation of Human Sexuality av&ded by Christ
According to Hans Urs von BalthasdRobert Pesarchick - a priest of the Archdiocese
of Philadelphia - notes:

As God, the Incarnate Son possesses all fullnessthaus needs no feminine

complement to be fruitful, for he can create ouhisffullness a vessel into

which he can pour his fullness . . . [pp. 196ff]

As God draws Eve from Adam'’s side, bone of his bame flesh of his flesh, in
Adam'’s sleeping surrender to God, so from the efdbe New Adam - Christ asleep
in death on the cross - God draws the new EveCthech - whose living icon Mary
Theotokos is - in the piercing of his heart withautflow of water/Baptism and
blood/Eucharist.

As Paul explicates in Ephesians 5, the union of amhwoman in marriage is the
temporal analogue of Christ and the Church. “Arid iha great mystery . . . “Christ
is the Bridegroom of the Canticle, the Song of SofAde Church is his Bride. This is
the fulfillment of Yahweh'’s covenant bond with l@fiosen People, Israel. God’s
relation to humanity is that of Lover to Belovecke kves each of us individually,
intimately, immediately. But beyond that persomadd, the Father loves us
passionately as members of the Body of his Sorvdondt!, Christ.

Mary Theotokos is the first of the human race t@dier unqualified yesfiat
mihi,” to the marriage proposal of God. Now all who atde Christ, who are washed
in the water of Baptism, the blood of Eucharist @utChrist, learn his truth, live his
love, and surrender to his service. Individuallg @cclesiastically; such are the only
Bride and spouse the Incarnate Son seeks - inginig Sfor our salvation and his

Call to ActionNew Mexico

celebrated a St. Mary of Magdala
“liturgy” at St. Albert the Great
Newman Center in Las Cruces on
July 22, 2006.

TheCall to Actionorganization

FutureChurchlists contacts for the

2006 Magdala celebrations in:
Albuquerque — Catherine
House, run by the Adrian
Domican Sisters Geneal
Kramer and Pauline Richter
Las Cruces - Ilvan and Pat
Bonneau-White; and

glory. . Rio.Rancho.—_Sharon Pikula, an
Magdalene and the Theotokos stand with the othenewy and John the Beloved Adrian Dominican Associate.

Disciple, at the foot of the cross, when all othfersake Christ. She loves, but with )

purified flesh and transfigured spirit. She is aatexy subplot in a spiritual soap FutureChurchclaims that after

opera. She is a passionate woman with a will @flstéo knows Christ with the Emperor Constantm’e, the Church

opened eyes of the spirit, who surrenders to hésian in purity of heart, and who suppressed women's leadership —

witnesses to him with toughness of mind, tenaeity total self-abnegation. hence the historical failure to ordain
What else does it mean for Christ to tell heolf me tangerg do not cling, do women into ministerial priesthood.

not kindle me, | have not arisen to my Father. iffygication can only be: when |
have risen to my Father, then the Spirit will toychu, enfold you, kindle you - and
send you forth to bear witness to the Good News. sTiearNOT children of the
flesh, but of the Spirit and truth In every era those who are blind to Christ or
malicious towards him peddle the canard of his temald‘marriage” to Magdalene.
“He was a man after all,” they insist. But he wawsan who IS God, who IS love - in
whom we live and move and have our being. Whatrigooral marriage to that
eternal reality and its totality?

Yes, marriage is an ikon of Trinitarian commitmentmmunion-creativity. But it
is only the dimmest shadow of that blazing trutheDa Vinci Codéds merely coda,
a distorted, disturbed, dismal repetition of pregioe-tellings of the myopic fallacy
that Magdalene and Christ married in any ordinarggoral fashion.

They all miss the point. They all miss the truth.

If it were not so sad, it would be “to laugh...”
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Bishop John
Nienstedt of New
Ulm, Minnesota,
newly appointed to
the Archdiocese of St.
Paul and

Minneapolis
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Around the Nation

Archbishop Raymond Burke of St. Louis resigned as board chair of the Cald@lennon Children's Medical Center
because of pro-abortion singer Sheryl Crow's appeae at an organizational fundraiser. “It's veryfud for me,” he
said, “but | have to answer to God for the respailisi | have as Archbishop. A Catholic institutideaturing a
performer who promotes moral evil gives the impasshat the Church is somehow inconsistent iteiéehing.”

Roman Catholi®ishop John Nienstedt of New Ulm, Minn, who has challenged Hollywood, stem-cell researah
people who chat in church before liturgies, wilkseed Harry Flynn, who has been Archbishop sin@61&8s Bishop
to the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis New Ulm, Nienstedt condemned the theologicalwief his
predecessor Bishop Raymond Lucker. He prohibitéghlitating couples from being married in Cathoharhes.

He barred female pastoral administrators from leggirayers at a semiannual leadership event. He disciplined a
priest for holding joint ecumenical services withigheran congregation after the Catholic churath been destroyed
by a tornado. In his monthly diocesan column, Niediswrote that people became gay or lesbian assallt of
psychological trauma” when a child is between thesaof 18 months and 3. Homosexuality, therefareist be
understood in the context of other human disordergy, malice, greed, etc.” He further advisedgbéoners to
avoid the movie8rokeback Mountair “a story of lust gone bad,” - afithe Da Vinci Codebased on a novel that is
“pure Evil in its intent.”

Rev. Philip M. Schotzko of the Church of Sgté? in St. Peter, Minn., praised Nienstedt's sl “Bishop
Nienstedt is a consummate man of the Church. hshwith, prays with and loves the Church with gtleing he's
got. He just follows very carefully the teachingelall aspects of Church theology and moral teayshifou'll get a
very committed man in that way.”

Take that, Call to Action — Nebraska On Wednesday, May 30 ti@maha-World Heralghublished an
announcement fror@all to Action Nebraskaresident Rachel Pokora: “We are not happy wighwihy Bishop
Bruskewitz has been handling things in the dioCeses said. The article also announced that “[M}ian 1,000
Catholics from all corners of the country have sidja petition protestinigincoln Bishop Fabian BruskewitZs
actions against members of the Lincoln-baGad to Action NebrasKaas well as “criticism of his refusal to
participate in the annual nationwide audit”. Thenmhers of CTA were, according to statements maae It Pokora,
going to go into the Chancery offices, hand thepetition, “maybe” make a statement, and then gordtmahold a
prayer service.

A little earlier a CTA newsletter told its mbers that: “CTA/Nebraska invite you to stand indsality with
them...You are invited either to stand with them tigrading the vigil in-person or to stand with thepiritually by
praying with them on June 1.”

By Thursday, however, the Catholics of thecbin Diocese had discovered what was going on agahized.
About 200 people had agreed to show up when CTAvakaring red, and holding signs proclaiming “Wesort our
Bishop”. They also began their own collection a@frsitures, stating that they were grateful that &sBruskewitz is
the champion of orthodoxy that he is.

On Friday morning, a reporter called the Cleapinforming them that CTA had heard about thé @zgholics
gathering, and had pulled back their protest/nemerence four hours, to 11 that morning.

A number of things were quickly arranged. fritise Vicar-general, Monsignor Thorburn, askedpolice officers
to make sure that CTA did not trespass on diocpeaperty. (Pakora called it a “fairly extreme respe’, but CTA
had interrupted the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass dasecrated Hosts on other ocassions.) Secondith&if of the
diocese who had planned on coming at 2:45 werectalhd asked if they could come at 11.

By 10:40, four police officers were in frorftthe Chancery, a number of reporters had showedsipell as a
continually growing sea of red (including many yguamilies and children). One hundred and sixteath@lics
showed last-minute to support their Bishop. Butghaestors weren't there.

They did show up at 11, but not at the Chanceney moved next-door to the Cathedral, wherg #teod in all
their glory, while reporters came flocking, and gadice kept watch.

Yes, allnine CTA protestersstood there giving their statements to the medi@. Catholics of Lincoln, however,
who had gathered by the Chancery marched toward $iireging the Ave Maria and stood behind them ab ttie
contrasting numbers could be clearly seen by tperters. Finally by 11:30, CTA left without havidglivered any
statement to the Bishop.

At 2:30, there was another gathering of faitatholics in front of the Chancery which wa®abtwice as large.
They prayed a chaplet and announced to the woaltkthie Catholics of Lincoln feel very blessed toénthe Bishop
they do. Andheir petition? From 7:00 am on Thursday to 12:00 naofrriday they gathered 1448 signatures, almost
50% more than CTA'’s nationwide campaign.

How to not-so-subtly attack pro-life work: Pax Christi, aCall to Actionaffiliate, has published a “Life Does Not
End at Birth” statement in over 30 newspapers atdha country in an attempt to broaden the rangssokes
Catholics use to determine for whom they cast thaties. “Members of the media - and indeed a fe@uo own
religious leaders - do a great disservice to ouraihand nation when they attempt to use one ahandssue as the
benchmark for Catholic identity....A candidate foficd must understand that the Church stands agayspolicy or
course of action which diminishes life, dignitytbe rights of the human person: abortion, capiaighment, war,
scandalous poverty, denial of healthcare, mistreatrof immigrants and racism, to name but a feut’$ a crafty
piece of work, designed to lure the voter into kimig that the morally permissible variety of soduts to the problem
of illegal immigration is comparable to the morahypermissible variety of solutions to abortion.
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Around the World

Limbo: What's Changed? On Friday, April 20, 2007, the International
Theological Commission (ITC), an advisory body coisgd of 30 theologians
chosen by the Pope, released a document, “The bfopalvation for Infants
Who Die without Being Baptized - the issue of amajisin, baptism, salvation,
and limbo.” Media reports have given the impressimat the Church has
altered its teaching on Limbo after some 800 yefif€ member Sr. Sara
Butler, MSBT responds that the commission is orlyerating what the
Catechism of the Catholic Chur¢@CC 1260, 1261, 1283) has already said,
namely that one may hope God will find a way teothe grace of Christ to
infants who have no opportunity for making a pesdamoice with regard to
their salvation.

When asked how this might be reconciled wigttesnents from the
Councils of Lyon Il and Florenc®énzinge##858 and 1306) Butler replied
that the faith of the Church is that these infamiterit original sin and
therefore baptism is necessary for them as th@argimeans of salvation. The
common teaching, however, took this thought a tgher and argued that
infants who die without being cleansed of origisial by baptism are deprived
of the beatific vision. This teaching, howeveiddautler, is not the same
thing as the faith of the Church; it's a conclusibaologians drew. The
theories that they suffer only this loss, and hettorments of hell, or that they
enjoy a “natural happiness,” are theological opiginot doctrine.

Nor is the document trying to say all unbagdiinfants are saved, only that
we may hope that these infants will be saved byesextra-sacramental gift of
Christ. “We are very clear that the ordinary meaihsalvation is baptism, and
that infants should be baptized; Catholic parenigta serious obligation.”
She went on: “If somebody like Fr. Richard McBreupposes that the ITC
document rejects the doctrine of original sin, thief course a mistake.
....[T]hose who presume it teaches that all unbagtiméants who die are
saved, as if this were a truth of revelation [dse avrong]. It says there are
good grounds for the hope that God offers themwaataalvation. This is an
important distinction: we don't know, for there lien no revelation about
this.”

Dissident theologian Hans Kiingvas awarded the “Kulturpreis Deutscher Dissident theologian Hans Kiing
Freimaurer” (Culture Award of German Freemasors)af“lifetime of service

to the Craft” and for being a “free and brave tink Kiing lost hismissio
canonica,the faculty to teach Catholic theology, in the 088Kiing rejects the
Church’s infallibility, posits that any Baptizedrgen has the power to confect
the Holy Eucharist, denies that bishops receive thaching authority from
Christ, and denies that Christ is “consubstantiath the Father. In his book
On Being a ChristianKiing denies the bodily resurrection of JesusS§9),
denies that Christ founded the institutional Chujeh109), denies the Divinity
of Christ (p. 130), dismisses the miracles of tlusg2l (p. 233), and denies
that the Mass is the re-presentation of Calvarp®g3). If ever there was a
man deserving of an award for a “lifetime of seevio the Craft,” it's Kiing.
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From the Center for Action and
Contemplation’s 2007The Great Chain of
Being conference announcement
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Around the Archdiocese

Abortion Debate Rio Rancho Stylein late spring 2007, Rio Rancho
High School in New Mexico staged a debate on wheathaot
abortion is murder. It was hosted by an extra@ndliy courageous
biology teacher and the school pablic high school, by the way -
opened it to entire student body.

To assist their defense, the pro-abortion tealted on a
representative frorRlanned Parenthoods an expert witness. Other
witnesses included a rights activist, a psycholtogisd an expert on
rape.

The anti-abortion team, for its part, useddhephic visuals of
aborted fetuses provided Bystice for All,an organization that works
to make the injustice of abortion visible and coetfmsible, often by
means of an outdoor photo exhibit that is placeshugpllege and
university campuses. Armed with these photograpitsmuch
documentation, they exposed the emotion-based angisnof the
abortion rights movement.

Throughout July 200Dr. Christiana Spahn, Pastoral Associate for
Faith Formation at Holy Rosary Parish, will be pding the
Archdiocese with a Master’s level theology coureé®rocess of
Catechesis.” During the eight years that Spahdisted theCenter
for Action and Contemplationhe Center hosted numerous New Age
and dissident workshops. For exampew Ways Ministry'Sr.
Jeannine Gramick and Fr. Robert Nugent, then uindestigation for
their problematic work in homosexuality, helpedabtish a “Bridge
Building Community” at the Center. Spahn also taube
Enneagram there.

Spahn has praised Joan Chittister “for hdrfoakpirituality-based
and just communities.” The remark was in refereoc€hittister’s
addressing a national conference for women'’s otiinan express
defiance of the Vatican. Spahn depicted the gitémrestrain
Chittister as reflective of a “half-decayed auttemian church
structure.”

The Center for Action and Contemplationwill be holdingThe
Great Chain of Being: Simplifying Our Livesnference this August
3-5in Albuquerque, New Mexico. Featured spealéitdoe CAC's
founderFr. Richard Rohr, OFM; futurist and environmentalist Paula
Gonzalez, SC; and the German evangelist ministar Ti
Kistenmacher, author éfow to Simplify Your Life

Sr. Paula Gonzalez, SG- a long timeCall to Actionspeaker —
and CAC go back at least a decade. The 1997 CAiGrabe
Gonzalez retreat claims that “Jesus’ sole recopaager” is “to be
interpreted by each historic period. Today’'s caogirg insights from
science and spirituality which celebrate the Urseeais
process...make this familiar prayer a perfect outloareexamining the
integral interrelatedness of all that exists.”
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A Fundamental Threat to the Church

Cardinal Ratzinger, now Pope Benedict XVI, oncéechliberation theology “a fundamental
threat to the faith of the Church” and “a singilaresy.” Its Marxist roots, its anti-hierarchi¢aase
communities,” its overt class-oriented politicabbysis, and its “Bible circles” that interpret gattire
through of the lens of politics are anti-Catholidheir core.

Larry Rohter, journalist for the New York Timesppides an insightful description:

On a cool and cloudy Saturday morning in late Agviidence of the movement’s vitality
was plain to see. Representatives of 50 base coitiesugathered at the St. Paul the
Apostle Church on the east side of this sprawlibg[&&o Paulo, Brazil], in an area of
humble workers’ residences and squatter slums.

With four priests present, readings from the B#ilternated with more worldly concerns:
criticisms of government proposals to reduce perssand workers’ rights under the
Brazilian labor code. The service ended with thedloPrayer and then a hymn.

“In the land of mankind, conceived of as a pyrarttié¢re are few at the top, and many at the
bottom,” the congregation sang. “In the land of kiad, those at the top crush those at the
bottom. Oh, people of the poor, people subjectatbtaination, what are you doing just

standing there? The world of mankind has to be ghdnso arise people, don't stand still.”

Afterward, discussion turned to other social proigechief among them a lack of proper
sanitation. A representative of the left-wing Waskd arty discussed strategies to press the
government to complete a sewer project. Congregagreed to organize a campaign to
lobby for it.

In other areas here, liberation theology advodaée® strong links to labor unions. At a
May 1 Mass to commemorate International Labor Dlagy draped a wooden cross with
black banners labeled “imperialism” and “privatipat and applauded when the homily
criticized the government’s “neoliberal” economidipies, the kind Washington supports.

Jon Sobrino. S.

“We believe in merging the questions of faith andial action,” said Valmir Resende dos
Santos, a liberation disciple who brings base conities and labor groups together in the
industrial suburbs here. “We advise groups andasooovements, mobilize the
unemployed, and work with unions and parties, abxfaym a perspective based on the
Gospel.”

To address this distortion of the Faith, the Vatibas imposed sanctions on the liberation
theologians Gustavo Gutiérrez of Peru, Leonardd 8dBrazil and, most recently, Jon Sobrino of El
Salvador, a Jesuit born in Spain. During Pope Bietie five-day visit to Brazil in early May 2007,
there was considerable discussion about the dedi®ecess the Church has had in suppressing
liberationism. “Despite everything, we continuestadure in a kind of subterranean way,” said Luiz
Antonio Rodrigues dos Santos, a 55-year-old teaatigre in the movement for nearly 30 years. “Let
Rome and the critics say what they want; we sinpglssevere in our work with the poor and the
oppressed.”

But the movement remains especially active in thergst areas like the Amazon, the hinterlands
of northeast Brazil and on the outskirts of largeam centers like this one, the largest in Brawith
nearly 20 million people in the metropolitan ardaping to draw less attention and opprobrium to
themselves, some of these groups simply say tlegragaged in a “social pastorate.”

More recently, he said, “it seems to me we needhmmilogy of liberation, but theology of
martyrdom,” and argued that the movement will bee@valid theology “only when it refuses to
accept power and worldly logic” and instead emptessiiinner liberty.” But that was when his job
was to carry out John Paul’'s orders, and therpdsidation here that his views may have softened
somewhat.
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Centering Prayer and Enneagram are
Pagan

Centering Prayer empties the mind through repetitsd a mantra; it is neither
Catholic nor prayer. Fr Thomas Keating is involhiadhis, Tarot, and other New
Age practices.

By Susan Beckworth

Christian meditation has always been about enteniage deeply into union

with the Lord Jesus Christ and with Him, God théhEaand the Holy Ghost. It
consists of turning our thoughts, our hearts, @sirgs and our love to the Living
God.

In stark contrast, “Centering Prayer” focuses mp#ying the mind of all
thought through the repetition of a mantra (thopgdponents of Centering
Prayer don't use the term “mantra” and would objeane using it). Centering
Prayer by emptying one’s mind seeks to achieve laf AAltered Level of
Consciousness.

Authentic prayer, however, has as its goal unigh ®od. It fosters holiness
in the individual. In the Church, if meditationtisily authentic, it will possess the
following characteristics:

It is Christ-centered and Trinitarian.

) It will acknowledge the cross of Christ and suffigri
Centering Prayer was It will encourage an awareness of sin, a turningyafsom it,
from the beginning to the It encourages a sacramental life, especially thenBist.
ultimate goal of inner It encourages a disposition of obedience to Chteabhing.
transformation. It is Marian.

It looks beyond this world to eternity.

wp e

No ok

Centering Prayer is a method or technique thatdte®cates claim will result
in contemplation for those who practice it. Thisvisy it is often confused with
contemplation, contemplative prayer, or mental praBut contemplation is not
something we do; it is something we receive, nealise of a method we follow,
but because of the life that we lead. Infused auoptation is a gift from God and

most often the result of a life that has grownhffait through prayer and
reflection on God’s word.

Some people have confused the Eastern Christantipe of the Jesus Prayer
with Centering Prayer. The Jesus Prayer involvestgng ourselves of all that
is self and all that is sinful and filling oneselith Christ. The Jesus Prayer is:
“Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me, asihn

Centering Prayer is neither Catholic nor prayet,ityis offered at most
retreat centers. Nowadays, most retreat centersaaanely be called
Catholic and are notorious for adopting New Age atietr non-Catholic
techniques and philosophies. The New Age practiffesed at retreat centers are
insidious, but remember, Satan thrives in subtlety.

An additional problem with retreat centers is ttiaty often promote
universalism (everyone is saved). In a short atigl Fr. James Behrens, a
universalist and Trappist at Holy Spirit MonastaryConyers, Georgia (where
centering prayer and yoga retreats are offeredjshkerts his belief in universal
salvation by saying: “Salvation is a given...no akeft out... all the Bibles
could be destroyed tomorrow and it would not maki#farence.”
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What is the connection between Centering Prayguain/ersalism? At
the root of Centering Prayer is the belief thatame all already saved and
because of this belief, we do not need to praydd ®r salvation. New
Agers believe that we are God and God is everytlsogve do not need to
pray to God in a relational way (as someone apanh burselves), but rather
to the god within.

Centering Prayer is typical of New Age meditatpractices. The soul
becomes the center, energy replaces grace, Goallgdiscomes a
pantheistic energy. Fr. Thomas Keating, foundghefCentering Prayer
movement, has this posted on his Contemplativee@atr, Ltd. website:
When we go to the CENTER OF OUR BEING, and passuiin the center
into the very CENTER OF GOD, we get in immediatecto with this divine
creating energy.

Other evidence of Fr. Keating’s New Age ties imigthis writings and
books. All throughout Keating’s books he state$ tha goal of Centering
Prayer is to find the True Self; to find out who weally are. What exactly is
True Self? Fr. Keating states “God and our Trué &el not separate.” Since

he describes the True Self as the human soul, hovit be the same as God
Almighty?

The Hindus, Shirley MacLaine (in her book Goingthifi), and Fr.
Thomas Keating all claim the True Self (human s@i(pod. As Catholics,
we know this statement is not truth. We know the! socreated by God, is
inferior to God and is tainted with sin. We knowve tsoul will come before
God on Judgment Day.

Fr. Keating also gave his endorsement on thejdakét for the book
Meditations on the Tarot: Journey into Christianrheticism The tarot is a
deck of cards used in fortune telling. Fr. Keatiad)s the book, “the greatest
contribution to date toward the rediscovery of tbatemplative tradition.”
The heavily New Age publisher is Amity House. Tlook has been
classified under “Occult Sciences” and “Cartomanigy'the Library of
Congress.€d. note: Meditations on the Tarot includes a datiin by
Cardinal Hans Urs von Balthaspr

Throughout his newsletters, Fr. Keating advocasesof the
Enneagram. The Enneagram is a New Age tool usddtesmine personality
traits. Fr. Keating states: “As we practice Cemtgi®Prayer, we begin to get
insight into the dynamics of our unconscious; ppshidirough the
Enneagram, we can become aware of our personality,twhich is useful.”
Getting insight into the “dynamics of our unconssd as Fr. Keating states,
is just another phrase for hypnosis.

Tarot card reading and use of the Enneagram achaevaft and purely

demonic; yet most people do not even know thatfahese New Age
practices are entirely forbidden by God in the tRtsmmandment.

St. Teresa of Avila was well aware of the tendetiocstray off course
and so she insisted that meditation always be téideto and with Christ. We
have a major crisis in the Church today with CentgPrayer. There are
powerful people behind it, so we must keep speathiedr ruth.

“Wrong is wrong, even if everyone else is doingdright is right, even if no
one else is doing it” — St. Augustine.

Susan Beckworth writes @ahe Defendefwww.thedefender.oiflgvebsite.
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Yoga teacher Sylvia DiLorenzo
teaches class Friday at the
Gateway Trinity Lutheran
Church in south Fort Myers.
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Catholic Faith and Yoga: incompatible

Ft Myers bishop bans classes at parish; Voice effthithful objects.

By Catherine Marie Rhodes
Part | — An Inspirational Story

One morning while checking my message machineatdca female voice
announce, “I'm searching for the woman who writesGatholic websites.” From her
amiable tone, | sensed she was not a detractolr ratwrned her call.

When | phoned her, she introduced herself andbeilteferred to as “Mary.” She
indicated she had read some of my articles andeslaiotask a question about the
“New Age” dilemmas prevalent in her hometown. Tholary and | had just met, it
was soon apparent our passions were considerakdy al

Next, Mary shared a very inspirational story wite.r8he had discovered that a
nearby Catholic parish in Fort Myers, Florida wéfering Yoga classes in the Chapel
that surrounded the main altar. Mary and a fewnfieincluding a relations manager
from Relevant Radio, arrived at Pope John XXIlliglaion the morning of February
5, 2007.

After arriving, Mary proceeded into the church digtitly sprinkled holy water
and blessed salt in the church before the Yogaetasommenced. Then she entered
the parking lot to distribute leaflets about Yogapproximately 25 women as they
arrived for the classes. Mary reasoned the womebaily did not understand the
dangers inherent in Yoga and she wanted to offietagiee. While distributing the
literature Mary was confronted by the Yoga teag¢htee Deacon’s wife). The Yoga
teacher told Mary, “I wish that you would leave @ttuproperty.” Mary in turn
professed the same wish to the instructor.

A few minutes after the guru re-entered the chuktdry recited the Blessed St.
Michael's prayer and re-entered the church as \8élé slowly opened the door to the
Chapel and was horrified by what she witnessed.Qhegpel was dark with the
exception of a few dimly lit recessed lights. Méingught, “I've never seen an
aerobics class like this near a consecrated altar.”

Mary noticed the women were dressed in leotardssémethed on their Yoga
mats in a half circle, or crescent moon positiome Teacher/guru was advising the
participants to visualize “love and light.” Writelkote: The meditative phase of Yoga
begins with fixing the mind on one object which nteyanything whatsoever. Mary
viewed signs that advertised Yoga products and Yotagses and noticed a table
adorned with a basket for donations.

Mary also observed that much of the Yoga materad embellished with the Om
Brahman symbols. As Mary began taking photos, tomen seemed to snap out of
their trances and became irate. After a few minafessults hurled at Mary, she
closed the chapel door and left.

As Mary headed to the church parking lot to depsm, learned that the guru and
her followers had summoned the police. After Mamyg &er friends spoke to the
substitute priest (the pastor was not available);dmmunicated to the police that
there was not a problem, and the police retreated.

According to a short article by the Yoga instructbe regular
Pastor/Administrator is a Yoga practitioner himsélfpon his return, he continued to
support the Yoga classes and had blinds instatlethbse who found the classes
offensive. Hopefully, most of us understand thaidew blinds would not have
prevented our Lord from seeing the sinfulnesstitaatspired near His altar.

Though horribly distressing that these women hagtcdeted our Lord’s house
with their occult practices, the story does haveoaderful conclusion.
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Shortly after the incident, Mary gave Bishop Fr@dwane various articles
and photos regarding the offensive Yoga classesugthhe has not explained
his decision, he ordered the classes discontintieel bishop and Mary deserve
credit and praise for their courageous actions.

Mary’s account might remind you of a similar orlehink most of us can
recall how our Lord angrily threw the moneychangmrsof His Father’s
house. When necessary, our Lord acted with rigisie®ss and did not hesitate
to call unrepentant sinners — “hypocrites,” “sohi@l” and “broods of
vipers.”

New Age practices and beliefs have become rifedmagply embedded in
Catholicism. The New Age Movement is really not revall. Its evil is
recorded in Genesis. The challenge for Catholits @iscern authentic
spirituality and be willing to confront the New Agerpent-speak when we
witness it. After all, speaking out really can makdifference!

Part II: Why Yoga is Incompatible with Christianity

What is Yoga? The word Yoga means union. The gb#bga is to unite
one’s temporary self with the infinite Brahman. Bmaan is not a personal God
but a spiritual substance that is one with the assand nature.

Fr. James Manjackal, a Catholic priest who wasdhis a traditional
Catholic family in India, states: “Yoga is not dateorate system of physical
exercises; it is a spiritual discipline purportiogead the soul to Samadhi, the
state in which the natural and divine become dris.ihteresting to note that
postures and breathing exercises often considerbd the whole of Yoga in
the West are steps three and four towards unidm Bridhman.”

In a recent phone conversation with Fr. Paul E. &, he stated that
“there is no safe level of Yoga practice.” Fr. Deais is Diocesan Director of
the Cult and Occult Awareness Network in Providefigde Island.

The late Fr. John Hardon SJ also affirmed that Yieget compatible with
Catholicism. “Inner Hinduism or Yoga professes paigm which denies that
there is only one Infinite Being who created theld@ut of nothing. This
pantheistic Hinduism says that followers will hdréef tastes of heaven
between successive rebirths on Earth.”

Dr. John Ankerberg states in his artibtb@ocent Yoga?Regardless of the
school or spiritual tradition, Yoga practice tendslter a person’s
consciousness in an occult direction. Even whenaviegpracticed innocently,
it can eventually produce occult transformation.”

There are those who claim there is nothing wrorth wracticing Yoga for
exercise purposes only, but even the teachersrafiHiave stated that the
philosophy and the practice of Yoga are insepardistam Johanna
Michaelsen’s book “Like Lambs to the Slaughter” @95) she states, “You
cannot separate the exercises from the philosophiie . movements
themselves become a form of meditation.”

Denial about the New Age is a common obstacle.i2 %:3) “For the
time will come when people will not tolerate sowtattrine, but will follow
their own desires and insatiable curiosity.”

As Christians, we cannot straddle the fence. Sadfny ask themselves,
“How close can | get to the fire without gettingrbed?” The answer: There is
no such thing as Christian Yoga.

To see article on a bishop’s ban of the practicgogf in the Church, see
Www.news-press.com/apps/pbcs.dil/article? AID=20BB1M483
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July Calendar

Los Pequefios Monthly Meeting
July 13, 2007
Call (505) 293-8006 for information.

Pro-life Prayer:
Planned Parenthood Abortuary
701 San Mateo Blvd.
Holy Innocents Chapel:
(505) 266-4100
Times: Daily 8 AM — 3 PM

Tuesdays at Noon
Mass at the Holy Innocents Chapel
Fr. Stephen Imbarrato
For more information, call
(505)266-4100

Helpers of God'’s Precious Infants
* Planned Parenthood Abortuary
701 San Mateo Blvd.
Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays: 8 AM —
11:30 AM
Wednesdays: 12 Noon — 3:00 PM
&
* Medical Arts (801 Encino Place)
Saturdays: 8AM-11:30AM
For more information call Phil Leahy:
(505) 440-3040

A
Los Pequeiios Pepper gif
subscription is only $10.

Back issues of The Pepper are archived
at:
www.lospequenos.org
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