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What Are Fr. Richard Rohr
and CAC Up To Now?

By Stephanie Block

In 2003, the Catholic lay organizatibos Pequefios de Crisfmesented a
dossier to the Archbishop of Santa Fe, Michael Baeeconcerning Fr. Richard
Rohr and the Center for Action and ContemplatioAQTthat he founded in
New Mexico. It was concerned, among other thimgt) the New Age an€all
to Actiondistortions coming from Fr. Rohr and the Cent&rhg dossier may be
viewed atwww.lospequenos.ory

Four years later, the situation continues. DespitentPeppercoverage (3-
07) of Rohr’s officiating at the sacrilegious “Thomas Mass,” the Archdiocese
of Santa Fe continues to recognize Father as astin good standing,” and to
permit his CAC all the privileges of a Catholictitigtion — such as the right to
advertise its so-called “f9Annual Way of the Cross,” which commemorates
“The Passion of the Earth,” in the Archdiocesgatholic Communicator3-25-
07). An examination of Fr. Rohr and the CAC'’s actestsince 2003 in
promoting New Age spirituality an@all to Actioninvolvement is timely.

New Age Activities

New Age spirituality is particularly seductivhen it apes Christian language
or adapts Christian elements for its own uses. biéed of novel and familiar
offers a stimulating kick of a “spiritual experient

Fr. Rohr and the CAC provide a number of theqeeriences.

THE LABYRINTH: The website for the CAGMww.cacradicalgrace.org/resourres
describes a Meditation Garden at the Center tlcides a labyrinth. A short
photo-essay there shows the labyrinth being bodt & 2005 the CAC held a
Summer Solstice Celebration that included a lablynmalk in the CAC garden.

A brochure has been prepared by CAC to assist gditation of its labyrinth
walkers. It contains seven “messages,” includifigere is no one, correct lesson
or message [to life],” “Life is change and transfiation and repentance,” “...life
is not about ‘doing’ it right. It's about ‘doingt.f

THE ENNEAGRAM: The Vatican’s recent statement, “Christ the Beaf the
Water of Life,” identifies the Enneagram as New Adgooks offered at CAC’s
bookstore include Richard RohEneagram: A Christian Perspectivaydio
tapes by Rohr title@Enneagram: The Discernment of Spi(&D or DVD) and
Enneagram Evenin{CD).

ZEN MEDITATION: CAC holds “regularly scheduled times of contempiati
prayer and silence in the Center’s Zen-like pragem.” [The Lay
Contemplativevebsite www.laycontemplative.orgdescription of CAC] In “A
Brief History of the CAC” at CAC’s website, one osa “One of the expressions
of the radical nature of our work was our extensngusivity, bridging gaps
within the spiritual and justice communities, binigla rhythm of contemplative
prayer and Zen meditation into our days, and evererfundamentally, believing
that external behavior should be connected to apgated by inner guidance.”
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CENTERINGPRAYER: Materials sold at the CAC bookstore include akbtitled
Contemplation in Action, among whose contributaes . Basil Pennington and
Abbot Thomas Keating, proponents of “centering pray a syncretistic blend
of eastern technique with Christian elements.he TAC website invites guests
to its chapel to join its community Centering Pray@/e sit together twice a
day, Monday-Friday, at 7:40 am and 4:30 pm.”

NEw CosMOLOGY: Catholic cosmology teaches that there is one \®bd is the
Creator and sustainer of the universe. Therehisrarchy of beings within the
universe. Those of His creatures graced withletebnd free-will have the joy
of knowing, loving, and serving Him.

The so-called “new cosmology” teaches thatele an intelligent, self-
organizing, living Universe. There is no hierardf beings — everything is
sacred. Humanity has come to a critical junctuhemit must either recognize
its fraternal relationship to the universe or geris

The Sophia Center at Holy Names Universit@akland, California was
founded to disseminate the “new cosmology,” sptintefrom Matthew Fox’s
Institute of Culture and Creation Spirituality i896. Faculty at the Sophia
Center include€all to Actionspeakers Jim Conlon (the Center’s director),
radical feminists Rosemary Radford Ruether andaviiriTherese Winter,
apologist for the “new cosmology” Brian Swimme, ddhea, and Fr. Richard
Rohr. (Recently, Rohr was a panelist for an April 2066fum on Women and
Spirituality” at the University of New Mexico whidhad Ruether as a keynote
speaker.) WNTEE ;

enter for Action and
SYNCRETISM: In April 2004, Fr. Rohr delivered an addrespax of the World ~ Contemplation
Community for Christian Meditation (WCCM)ay of Peacénitiative. He
returned to speak at the WCCM'’s 2005 John Main 8amheld in Los Angeles.
WCCM promotional material asks:

Is there a connection between contemplation anét¢baomic, political and
social issues of our times which are so often tteasion for violence and
conflict? The wisdom of the religious traditionssteways sought a ‘still
point in the turning world’ that would provide antage point to evaluate,
love and serve the world and its needs. Meditagigas us such a ‘still point’
in its recurring tradition of ‘now’ teaching. Bug this teaching meant to relate
us to the world’s needs or remove us from them? sfidness become right
action that overflows into justice? The Greek pilpher Archimedes said
that he could move the world if he had a lever ampdace to stand. If
meditation gives us a ‘place to stand,” what islever? How is our way of
responding to the needs of society different frbat bf the typical activist or
the typical conservative or liberal? Does ‘the leiddvisdom of God’ of
which St. Paul speaks show us the way? These alisghes Fr. Richard
Rohr will explore with us within a context of lecés, open dialogue, prayer,
silence and meditation.

This “still point” is not understood as Christiarager to God but is believed
to be a “wisdom” generically provided by all rebgis traditions and consistent
with eastern prayer techniques and philosophy.

“M ALE SPIRITUALITY:” Men As Learners and Elde¢s1.A.L.Es) is a program

that was developed in 2002 by the CAC “to carrytbetvision of creating a
school for male spiritual development by expandheyscope of Men'Rites of
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Sr. Joan Chittiste, OSB
and Fr. Richard Rohr, OFM

Photo taken from the Center for
Action and Contemplation website,
depicting the June 30 — July 2, 200
“Prophets Then, Prophets Now”
Summer Conference.

In 2002, Chittister defied a Vatican
order against speaking at the June
2001 Women'’s Ordination
Worldwide Conference in Dublin.
She is a member @all to Action’s
speakers bureau.
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Passagerograms throughout the country and abroad. Orleeofioals of M.A.L.Es is
to form an extended network of initiated men aratlkrs who have an ecumenical
vision of Gospel based male initiation.” Initiatedo what?

There has been a great deal written about Rétités of Passagend some of its
troubling aspects. The bottom line, however, & this is not an initiation into
Christian thought but into Fr Rohr’s worldview. rFexample, on th#len as Learners
and Elderswebsite, there are articles by Rohr that articullagevalues he is
evangelizing. One, “Response to the President&dtion” (undated), is concerned
about the moral values that were and were not dégmiduring the 2004 US
presidential campaign. Rohr writes that citizens:

...want absolutes and a reference point so bad, tmalcmanufacture some,
whether they are, in fact, absolutes at all. THadeBhas made it very clear that the
only absolute is God himself, and not any morat@ta nation, country, church, or
explanation. Neither abortion nor homosexualityevever a litmus test for
Christian belief for the first 2000 years of theuath! Only the Creed. Jesus never
once talked about either of them. If any moral fimsiwas held absolute for the first
300 years, it was this: Christians would be norerig and would take care of the
poor. Jesus talked plenty about both of these (iBhastorical and Biblical record).

Such comments betray Rohr’s blindness to the pamsmhof the forty-four million
violently aborted people in the United States siRoe v Wade and his ignorance of
both scripture and Church history. Further, ther@ sad irony that a priest who claims
to care for the poor (and has contrasted thattoat@se who oppose abortion) makes
his living through retreats that can only be afeatdy the well-off.Rites of Passage
retreats cost about $400 (not including transpioradr accommodations). If one is not
found to be “ready” for this experience (a goodiation-experience candidate must be
“spiritually searching...have probably done soma&'si@ork already, and are not in a
major reaction against God, grace or transform&yidine seeker is referred to Rohr's
books and tapes which can be purchased from the lis&store.

Call to Action Connections

Call to Actionis a coalition of dissident organizations whosgppge is to change
Catholic moral teaching — notably that about abartcontraception, and homosexual
behavior — democratize the Church structure anitiginé its members.

CAC has been associated withll to Actionfor years, and continues to be. For
instance, it maintains a web link @all to Action identifying it as one of its
“Colleagues in the Struggle.”
(http://www.cacradicalgrace.org/getconnected/pastrierks.htm). CAC, for its part,
is listed as &all to Action“Church Renewal Group.”

The June 30, 2006 - July 2, 2006 CAC Confezetferophets Then, Prophets Now,”
featured Sr. Joan Chittister, a frequent speak€gaHito Actionconferences and a
proponent of women priests, once going so far gday chief “celebrant” at a CTA
“eucharist.” A September 2006 CAC hosted Confezénd®asadena, California called
“Politics and Spirituality: Outer Witness, Innerithd had Call to Actionas one of its
sponsors. Fr. John Dear, anotl@aill to Actionspeaker, is scheduled to give a
“Prophets Now” Conference at CAC on September 2972 Materials sold at the CAC
bookstore contain the works G&ll to Actionspeakers Daniel Berrigan, Edwina Gately,
and Christine Schenk — who, over the years, haa®sgoken at the Center.

Whether or not Fr. Rohr and the Center folidkcand Contemplation are in
complete agreement witball to Actionon every position, it is apparent that Father and
his Center are supportive of CTA’s work and thelpematic positions held by many of
its members.
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Auxilium Christianorum

New association seeks prayer warriors

There are three categories of membership in thedbhoften
called the Church Triumphant (the members of ther€thin heaven),
the Church Suffering (the members of the Churgburgatory), and
the Church Militant (members of the Church living @arth).

The Church Militant gets its name from the fact ffkmmembers
are engaged — like it or not - in spiritual warfaf@aint Paul writes:
“...our wrestling is not against flesh and blood, lgdiast
principalities and powers, against the rulers efworld of this
darkness, against the spirits of wickedness irhible places.”

(Ephesians 6:12)

Auxilium Christianorunis an association of Catholics that was
recently founded to assist its members in living tdality of their
state. Despite St. Paul's exhortation, many Cathalo not take
seriously their obligation to wage war againstdbenonic forces.

This assistance has two principle thrusts. Tret irto pray for
the priest-exorcists associated with fexilium Christianorum The
second is to pray for the protection of all memlzdrthe Association
- other priests, laity, their families, and theiehds — so that they are
not adversely affected by the demonic.

The specific prayers used by members of the Astoniand a
complete list of guidelines for membership are ladé at its website.
Besides the effort to lead a habitual life of sdyictg grace and to
avoid all intentional venial sin, members are astkeperfect their life
of prayer and meditation.

Members are particularly cautioned to strive forekress and
humility in relationship to their neighbor, neveriling out in anger
or vindication but seeking to root out any demanftuence
according to their state in life. This involvesngbinding prayers
according to authentic Catholic principle and toidvany form of
superstition.

Anyone interested in the work aiuxilium Christianoruris
invited to visit its website atww.auxiliumchristianorum.org

St. Michael the Archangel,

defend us in battle.

Be our defense against the wickedness
and snares of the Devil.

May God rebuke him, we humbly pray,
and do thou,

O Prince of the heavenly hosts,

by the power of God,

thrust into hell Satan,

and all the evil spirits,

who prowl about the world

seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.
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Unlike
embryonic stem
cells, which are
obtained only by

destroying
human embryos,
stem cells
extracted from
placentas that
now are
routinely
discarded after
birth could be a
non-
controversial
alternative to
embryonic stem
cells.
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The Exorbitant Price of Embryonic Stem Cell
Research

By the Bishops of Kansas

Introduction

In 2006, voters in Missouri approved an amendmetheir state constitution prohibiting the
legislature from regulating or limiting researchwhich human embryos are created and destroyed to
provide stem cells for research. This amendmemnggdésds the most fundamental human right of
those who are most defenseless — their righteo lif

Shortly after the results of the Missouri vote wanmounced, Governor Sebelius publicly referred
to the new amendment as “a step forward to at E@sire in Missouri that research can continue.”
She went on to say that she thinks “there is aflatterest in looking at that kind of languageéar
Kansas.”

Concerned at such a prospect, we want to offerdliathand all people of good will in Kansas
the following explanation of the issues at stakbuman cloning and embryonic stem cell research. It
may provide some clarity amidst the confusion.

What is a stem cell? Stem cells are primitive huglls that, when they divide, can form a
variety of more specialized cells. For examplet qree type of stem cell in our bone marrow works
to replace all the different types of blood celldite, red, etc.) when we need them.

Adult stem cell research.

Human stem cells hold great promise for the devakat of therapies to regenerate damaged
organs, and to heal people who are suffering fremitle diseases. Most scientific research usds cel
obtained from adult tissue, blood from the umbllward, and other sources that pose no moral
problems. Versatile stem cells have been foundietmarrow, blood, muscle, fat, nerves, amniotic
fluid, and even the pulp of baby teeth. Many susfidsherapies have been developed using these
adult stem cells.

We Catholics applaud the vast array of scientémearch that is conducted ethically and that
respects the dignity of the human person. We slyasypport stem cell research using adult and
umbilical cord stem cells.

Embryonic stem cell research.

Some scientists, however, are interested in dasgarch using stem cells obtained by killing
human embryos when they are about one week oldselémbryos are obtained from one of two
sources.

In vitro fertilization.

Embryonic stem cell research commonly involves &sting cells from human embryos created
in a laboratory by “in vitro” fertilization. The emnyos created are frozen and stored for future use.
For various reasons, not all the embryos are (3eche people consider these “leftover” embryos as
a potential resource for scientific research. This morally unacceptable process on many grounds,
and the cell harvesting process itself destroydiviveg embryo.

Human cloning.

Embryonic stem cells might also be harvested frarbrgos created by cloning, also known as
“somatic cell nuclear transfer” (the same processsiio create Dolly the sheep). In human cloning,
the nucleus from an adult donor cell is inserteéd amdonated egg cell from which the nucleus has
been removed. The inserted nucleus provides thessacy DNA for the new cell to function and
divide. The resulting human embryo is allowed tovgfor several days, then destroyed to obtain
stem cells for experimentation.

Some would distinguish between “therapeutic” clgrémd “reproductive” cloning, but the
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process is the same in both cases. The only differes what is done with the new embryo createthbycloning process:
implant it in a woman’s womb to attempt a live bjror destroy it to harvest its stem cells. Thusliawever, despite many
years of experimentation by scientists all oventioeld, all attempts to use human cloning for gitle®-called” therapeutic
or reproductive purposes have failed.

Serious moral problems: destruction of human life.

Some hold there is no moral problem with harvestiels from embryos because they claim that thergmbnly holds
the potential for human life and is not actuallyrtan. But the human embryo is not something otham ttuman; human stem
cells can only be harvested from a human beirig.jitst that this human being was killed insteadltzfwing it to develop
normally. Regardless of whether the human embrydiained from “in vitro” fertilization or humanahing, human life is
destroyed for the sake of scientific researchhégearch for (as yet purely hypothetical) medivatapies. This is a crime
against life. It is never morally permissible tsttey one human life, even if it is done in the éab benefiting other human
beings. Laws intended to sanction embryonic stehregearch are immoral because they give legakption to the
violation of the most fundamental of all human tigh

Serious moral problems: pragmatism.

Embryonic stem cell research focuses on the advainegience and the potential of curing diseasetstdithe detriment
of human life and dignity. Some even say this ssmall price to pay for the economic developmerKarfisas: if we do not
permit and promote embryonic stem cell resear@y, fay, we stand to lose the economic benefits igazhby the
biotechnology industry (a similar argument was usgg@roponents of slavery, who said that certaatestcould not survive
economically without this despicable institutioBuch claims are baseless, as other states andiesuhtat ban human
cloning have taken a leadership role in the devak of biotechnology. The primary question is veetembryonic stem
cell research can be pursued without harming andiln@an being, and our own humanity in the procélse.answer to this
guestion is quite clearly “no.”

Some proponents also argue that if the frozen emnisrgoing to be killed anyway, what can be wrorithwising them for
the benefit of others. This line of reasoning éswéd. A death-row prisoner, a terminally ill patieend indeed each living
person will die one day, but that does not entitiether to kill human life at will for the purposefsscientific
experimentation. What is more, in the case of fnoembryos, they would survive if someone had notdisl to give them
over to be killed for research purposes, insteathpfanting them in their mother’'s womb.

Serious moral problems: victimizing women.

Women, too, are victimized by the promotion of eyaimic stem cell research. The process of clonimgdruembryos for
research requires a huge number of female eggse Tha certain amount of inconvenience, pain atdtantial health risk
associated with the process for harvesting eggsthioreason, it is likely that only women driviey need (typically the
poor, including ethnic minority women, studentsj amomen from developing countries) would donateethgs needed for
experimentation. Advance in research and findinggtdor disease would be achieved at the expensenhoof human
beings at their earliest stage of developmentataat of women in desperate circumstances.

Conclusion.

Each of us was once an embryo. This affirmatidveised on a clear grasp of the most basic biologfypm religious faith.
Once human life begins (which always occurs atlifgtion, or at an event that mimics fertilizatidike cloning), this new
living being is a member of the human race whoasthy of respect and protection from harm threaddmgembryonic stem
cell research. The human embryo has such a claiall ofi us.

As Catholics, our opposition to embryonic stem oeflearch is also confirmed and strengthened bYaithr We believe
that God became man in the womb of the Virgin Maging through all the stages of prenatal humarldgment. This
religious truth elevates the dignity of human natabove that of even the angels and sanctifies hiifeafrom its beginning
at conception to natural death. And if that wereammugh, the sacrificial death of Jesus on thesccommunicates the height
and depth, the length and breadth of the love Gadftr each of us. Jesus, the Son of God, gavesHions to death,
shedding his last drop of blood, because eachiohaliv human life created by God is of incalculalvtath.

How can we value so little what God values so much?

Joseph F. NaumannArchbishop of Kansas City in Kansas
Ronald M. Gilmore, Bishop of Dodge City
Paul S. Coakley Bishop of Salina
Michael O. Jackels Bishop of Wichita
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Canticle of Canticles
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Magnificat: The Flowering Glory

By Marie P. Loehr

May is Mary’s month . . .
With delight [it] calls to mind
How she did in her stored
Magnify the Lord.
-G.M. Hopkins, S.JRoems and
Prose,Penguin Classics

Germination in plants or maternity in mammals dan, secret, invisible,
contained, veiled. The tree is contained in thel sand the seed is buried in the
earth, until it sprouts. The babig hidden in the womb, unseen, except for the
bulge in the mothers flesh, which reveals that hidden presence. Téithe subtle
implication of Wisdom s song in Sirach. Wisdom delights in comparing éléte
tree, flower, fruit budding forth, and the perfume that growth and #ang
releases. In Wisdons song we see the veil of leaf and flow#ne container, or
calyx of the flower, which conceals the fruit is heart, the invisible perfume
released on the aior from the burnt incense.

Wisdom [Birach24:13-20] speaks:

Like a cedar on Lebanon | am raised aloft,

Like a cypress on Mount Hermon,

Like a palm tree in Engaddi,

Like a rosebush in Jericho,

Like a fair olive tree in the field,

Like a plane tree growing beside the water,

Like cinnamon, or fragrant balm, or precious myirgive forth perfume;

Like galbanum and onycha and sweet spices, li&etor of incense in
the Holy Place.

| spread out my branches like a terebinth, my ¢ines so bright and so
graceful.

| bud forth delights like the vine, my blossomsme fruit fair and rich.

...you will remember me as sweeter than honey, betthave than the
honeycomb.

In the Canticle of Canticleshe Bride is a rose of Sharon, a lily of the walle
hill of myrrh, a mountain of incense, bearing ponaegtes, nard, saffron, calamus
and cinnamon, myrrh and aloes, all choice fruitd famest spices, dripping honey .
.. Clusters of dates and grapes, an excellent.viibeve all, she is “a garden
enclosed.” All of these images of leaf, flower,iffand fullness have been applied
first to the Spirit who IS the flowering glory dig Trinity - its bond and gift of
Love personified, to Mary Theotokos who is the fiimg glory of God'’s Creation
as Immaculate Conception and Theotokos, to thed®hwho is the flowering glory
of redemption and salvation, virginal Bride, veijléecund Mother, revealed.

All these images describe the flowering glory a&f #eason of Spring, especially
the month of May in cooler climates. They descrillet we see, as bare fruit trees
blossom with leaf and flower. This is the glorythé tree, its veil and its revelation.
During the barren winter, the tree is simply roiden in earth, stark trunk and
bare branch against the clouded gray skies.

In spring, the sap rises, rain falls, and the glfrhe tree - its flowering, its
crown or corona of leaf and petal - literally sggrforth. The bare tree is now
veiled in this cloud of glory: glory being both it and light, mass and energy. At
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the same time this crowning cloud of glory is aglation, revealing the tree in all
its fecundity - its wood provides shelter, its leayprovide shade, its flowers
provide beauty and decoration, its fruit is food @i and wine, its bark is often
medicinal...

All this is revealed in the flowering glory of treand vines and other plants in
the spring.

Our Lady, too, is a flowering glory. In this shettie icon of the Spirit. The
Spirit is the flowering glory of the Trinity, thabve which crowns the intimate
consubstantiality of the Trinity’s covenant, comrimum and creativity. That Love
flowers forth in God, from God. In the Apocalypsat concludes the New
Testament the Woman clothed with the sun, a crotwelve stars on her head, is
the Virgin Mother filled with and clothed in the i Mary Theotokos, the Mother
of God revealed.

This flowering glory is first veil, then revelation

We see this first in Eve’s creation. God worksil shrough Adam’s sleep -
Adam’s cooperation - to draw forth Eve. Eve is o@ated separately from Adam,
from the dust of the ground as he was. She is hiddbim, until God draws her

forth, Adam’s interior life made flesh from his gpfilled flesh, bone of his bone,
close to his heart. She is drawn from the veilisfflesh, from the container of his
life, where she had been hidden in God’s wisdonth8dride in theCanticleis
hidden behind the lattice, “a garden enclosed”-clwhmay signify both her self-
enclosed virginal womb and her enclosure in the@&jyioom’s heart.

Mary, too, is hidden in this way, a garden enclo$&t is hidden from us in
many ways, but she also hides the Infant Chrishf®nourishment and nurture: in
her womb, in her arms, in her protection and guiéan his adulthood, in the
depths of her surrender to God, in drinking todhegs of his suffering and death,
in preparing him for burial--washing his torn arlddaly body, hiding its wounds in
the linen grave wrappings, seeing him closed irt¢ieb. Scripture tantalizes us
with glimpses of her presence, the fragrance ofrifezquent speech, her
concealment and enclosure behind the veil of Beérte Egypt, Nazareth,
Capharnaum, Golgotha, the Cenacle at Pentecosis &ls» a container - living

Ark and Temple, tabernacle for his fetal flesh, pedsonal incarnation of his The Rest on the Flight into
Church as Body, Bride, and Mother. Egypt
The old May hymns, used for crowning Mary as Quefmeaven, Queen of Gerard David (1460-1523)

angels, Queen of our hearts, always sang of flawers

Bring flowers of the fairest, bring flowers of therest, from garden and
woodland, and hillside and dale. Our full hearts swelling, our glad voices
telling the praise of the loveliest Rose of theeV&® Mary, we crown thee with
blossoms today, queen of the angels, Queen of the M

The flowers remind us of the cloud of glory, gfeekinahjts light and weight -
the flowering glory who is God. The crown remindsthat Mary is full of grace,
clothed with the sun, crowned with stars--but alsmwned not only with our roses,
but also with their thorns ioommuniowith her Son’s crown of thorns. Eve's
eating, and Adam’s eating with her, brought sin asdesert wastes into this world
and Creation. Mary’'fiat to God brings the wastes to new flowering in tHinéss
of grace and time, the oasis of redemption. In Mheyseed is sown that will bear
the fruit of salvation, which is the Eucharist ohigh we feast in order to put on
Christ, to flower and bear fruit in our own livéss,and with and through God.

Our Lady’s coronation veils her in the glory of lmnginity, and reveals the
glory of her motherhood. She flowers forth the Sdwhose beauty is past change.
Praise Him!”
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Where Are The Shepherds?

By Valerie Lubitz,
President of os Pequefios de Cristo

In recent weeks, people of good will from acrossvNidexico
scrambled to stop a proposed Domestic Partnership@nce
again, New Mexicans were subjected to a threanag#ie moral
underpinnings of society and the sacredness offarntioth in
its structure and very definitionVhere are the Shepherds?

| find it interesting that the March issueRéople of Godthe
Archdiocese of Santa Fe’s newspaper, featuredtaheaipage
18) from the USCCB on the sanctity of marriagét. seems
disingenuous that this would appear in the pap&mwiot one
word was publicly uttered by any of the three Newxid¢o
bishops during the legislative attack against raggi

They were quick enough to speak boldly when thaeeisgas
cock-fighting! Oh, my goodness, yes! While theyregly
instructed their Catholic Conference lobbyist téetie the rights
of New Mexico chickens, they had no “horse in thee” when it
came to defending the Church'’s position on homaosledtomestic
partnership “rights.”"Where are the shepherds?

As one finds all over the country, the New Mexico
Legislature is beset by activists who want to adeaa
homosexual agenda, to mandate sex education witlosexual
components — not to mention the distribution oftcaception to
children — and to profit from the ghoulish busineembryonic
stem cell research (to which, in fairness, the @latConference
did object in a 1-25-07 Press Release). Cathokesl to resist
these perversions — and they need strong leaderdhigre are
the shepherds?

We would die if we could observe with our naturgd® the
supernatural war that is being waged around u® cbist of
losing this war is measured by lost souls. Sagéwevery reader
to do two things: First, remember that our bledsed told us
that this would happen. Don't give up or get digeged.
Second, get on your knees and pray, particularlyhie three
men who have been appointed by the Holy Fatheheplserd us.
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April Fools

Gentle ReaderThe Peppetried a little humor last month and it turns oifelis
stranger than fiction...or, in this case, simply weir. Look what came in the mail:

Dear Editor: The following was in my email justydaafter reading thBepper - LS

Danboro, PA - March 28, 2007 — Pewsitter.canunique recently launched Catholic
web site combines the concept of a news aggregiéiike DrudgeReport.com with
that of a user-driven content site, like Yahoo's/Xitness News web site, to give the
lay Catholic faithful a powerful, new voice withihe Church.

Pewsitter represents a new paradigm within ther€h. It provides a mouthpiece for
faithful Catholics to report news of positive dey@inents as well as abuses within their
local parishes and communities. Once submittedvenified, Pewsitter will promulgate
this information to the universal Church, with thigective of bringing about positive
change within the Church and the culture at large

“The concept behind the site is to enlist anyaofit'pewsitters” to be the eyes and
ears for this new site”, stated Pewsitter’'s foundames Todd. “For far too long,
faithful Catholics have witnessed abuse after aluiden the Church and have been
powerless to do anything about it. No more! Byriiting newsworthy items to
Pewsitter, the laity can help shape and influeheeGhurch and be a powerful force for
positive change.”

Pewsitter’s initial focus will be national amitérnational news on its home page. The
mid term objective is to feature the Catholic n@ithe day within each of the 189
Catholic dioceses throughout the U.S. Interestddnteers should contact Pewsitter
about assisting with this endeavor.

Contact: James Todd, Pewsitter.coR15-766-2887info@pewsitter.com

We checked out the above web address. This iedbr— Editor

Dear Editor: Your April Fool®eppemay have invented CHASM [Catholics Honoring
Atheists and Spiritual Minoritiesa fictitious support group for youth who have
rejected Christ] but look at this group: CHRISTHarvey, New Brunswick, Canada.
CHRIST stands for Christian Humanists and Ratietah Integrating Skepticism with
Theology. - GA

This one, too, is genuine. We found them listeongntheSojournersetwork of
progressive organizations. — Editor

Editor: My husband and | are having an argumétd.says the photo you published [in
the April Peppet of the Hindu-dancing priest is a spoof but | thirsaw this
somewhere...who's right? -PL

Tell your husband that he owes you dinner aflthgMahal(a restaurant in
Albuquerque with excellent Indian cuisine). Baipozho has left the priesthood,
developed a dance synthesis of traditional Indianag movement with innovative hand
gestures. —Editor

Dear Editor: We can be grateful that our Catha&ching gives us firm guidance on
priorities. As long as it is more dangerous tadesn the womb than to be sent to Iraq,
we know how to direct our energy. Abortion & gagmmiage are serious insult to our
Creator. We mourn the loss of our young men, lutwast stop the war against our
own pre-born children first. The seamless garmé&ocial Justice has some Catholics
confused. Effect follows cause. - MTH

This last note doesn’t pertain to the Afrigpperbut it's timely. - Editor
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Dr. Francis Barboza, an ex-
priest, performs many
Indian-style dances among
themPreethinrityeswar, a
ballet “in which Jesus has
been depicted as the Lord of]
Dance of love. He is

both dancer and dance
guru(teacher). He leads his
people in and through dance
Preethinrityeswar is the
synthesis of Christianity and
Indian Dance. The divine
altar where man, nature and
God meet in the rhapsody of
love.”

Videos of Dr. Barboza's

work may be obtained at:
www.drbarboza.com
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Around the Nation

Arou nd the World Catholic Bishops Repudiate Marquette Professor's Rr-Abortion Views:

Daniel Maguire, a former priest and current pradess religious ethics at
the Catholic Marquette University in Milwaukee, taghored a document
titted “The Moderate Roman Catholic Position on €aception and
Abortion,” claiming that the Catholic church haways had a “pluralistic”
position on contraception and abortion. In ansual demonstration of
episcopal authority, the USCCB Committee on Doetdenounced
Maguire’s assertions as “irresponsible” and anrexonis interpretation of
church doctrine.

Notification on the Works of Fr. Jon
Sobrino, S.J.:After years of
examination, the writing of liberationist
Father Jon Sobrino, SJ has been
determined to contain numerous
“erroneous or dangerous propositions”
having “notable discrepancies with the
faith of the Church.” The Vatican’s
Congregation for the Doctrine of the
Faith has published an official
“notification” against these works.
These problematic propositions of
Fr. Sobrino concern various
methodological presuppositions and
challenges to the Divinity of Jesus, his

Into Great Silence: A nearly three-hour documentary by German director
Philip Groning on life inside the Grande ChartreuaeCarthusian
monastery in the French Alps - has had unexpedetrercial success and
will be released in May at US theatres. Itis aosual film in that it
contains no language - no interviews, commentarigsusic, except for the
monks’ chanting.

Groning spent six months living with the mopnteking part in daily life
Incarnation as the Son of God, the f[here, _and living like the others Whi_le he filmetl] tool_< part infhis _
relationship between Jesus Christ and incredible b_alance between se_clusmn and commuhigysaid. Basm_ally,
the Kingdom of God, the Self- a ‘normal’ film always works with language — anddaiage overlays time. |

think that the most profound experience a viewarmake when watching a
film is to get a feel for time.... In a film aboutesice — a ‘silent’ film — this
experience of time is swept up to the surface. Mgtdetracts from it and
this, in turn, is directly connected to the way thenks live: in an absolutely
rigid temporal structure that lays down when soringtihas to be done and

consciousness of Jesus, and the salvific
value of his Death.

Father Sobrino is one of the foremo
proponents of liberation theology.

1°2
—

the rules according to which it has to be done.”
Into Great Silencevill be shown May 11 athe Screein Santa Fe: 1600
St. Michael's Drive. Phone 505.473.6494

Around the Archdiocese

TheDominican Ecclesial Institute(D+E+I) Lumen Ecclesiae Awarfdr 2007 went tdr. Ben Baran, an ex-priest who
teaches Bible studies all over the ArchdioceseSgring 2007, he will have taught at the AquinasviM@n Center, Sangre
de Cristo Parish, St. Charles Parish, Risen S&aoish, St. Bernadette Parish, St. Jude ParishiialydRosary Parish.

Dr. Baran is also one of the “prophets” broatlcen the Church of the One God radio program (KSKR7 FM —
Saturday afternoons, 12:30 PM MST). His two talkes archived at the church’s websitevw.chuchoftheonegod.org
religious effort to address “living problems” sua$ substance abuse and relationship difficultiesnpte the use of Reiki
and connection to a Higher Power (the Creator),daisgeminate belief that all religions provide adguo learning the
lessons (virtues) that the Higher Power intendst$ochildren.

What did Dr. Baran have to say on the Churfdh® One God radio program? When asked by “Rexgrehil if there
isn't a great deal of similarity between the De&a Scrolls and Jesus’ preaching, Dr. Baran repi&su’re presupposing
you knowwhat Jesus preached. The only evidence we hdkenisthe Gospels. See? We have to get rid afrthavete,
that the Gospel is a recording. There’s a longetipment before we get to the Gospels, so thergigeat for the Jesus of
history.”

Now, according to the “naive” Pope Pius B¢llabus of Errors1864), it's a modernist heresy to view Scriptase
historically unreliable because of the years betwgbat it records (about the Christ of faith, asgeimed by the Church)
and what took place (the so-called Jesus of history

According to the “naive” Pope Benedict XVI,dardocument written when he was still Cardinal Raget, this
intellectual separation of the Christ of faith frélne Jesus of history results in shattering “ttetdnical credibility of the
Gospels”and attempting to discredit the Churchéehéng authority. Lliberation TheologyPreliminary Notep

Well,no onewill accuse the Dominican Ecclesial Institute oivee.
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Pop-Pop Teaches about the Rosary

By Joe Pritchard

“Do you remember the story | told you about St.Heaihe Labore and the
Miraculous Medal?”

“Yes, Pop-Pop. See, I'm still wearing the medal.anlCatherine was a child,
her mother died and she knelt before the statian§ and said: ‘Now, you will be
my mother.”

“I'm impressed you remembered so much.”

“I'm having a problem, though...”

“What's that?”

“Well, do you remember | told you about my frienda®non who goes to a
Baptist church? She said Catholics make a biggarabout Mary than they do
about Jesus.”

“Yeah, | have some friends who say the same sdttioff. They're wrong, of
course.”

“OK, but then why do we say the Rosary? It hasitamds of prayers to Mary
and only a fewDur Fathers’

“Now, there aren’thousands.that’s a bit of an exaggeration. But we do say
lots ofHail Marysin each Rosary, that's true. Much of tHail Mary prayer is
taken from the angel’s greeting to Mary, in thelBib

“It can’t be! Shannon says Catholics don't leara Bible.”

“Can | show you?”

“Sure. Here...”

“All right, now read this. The first part is frothe story of Jesus’ birth, right at
the beginning of the book of Luke: ‘Hail Mary, fuf grace, the Lord is with you.’
The next part, ‘Blessed are you and blessed iftiiteof your womb,” comes a bit
later, from Elizabeth to Mary.”

“Wow, Shannon won't believe this.”

“When we say this Bible prayer to Mary in the Rgsave’re going through the
whole story of Jesus life, one Mystery after anntHgo you know the Mysteries?”

“You mean like the Annunciation and the Nativitydathe Crucifixion?”

“Right. Each part of the Rosary recalls an aspédesus’ life, so thelail
Mary prayer leads us to thinking about Jesus. Shetd gother — to him and to
you.”

“To me?”

“Of course! You know that your Mom is always watodpiover you. She is so
concerned about you that she even comes to cheok ypu while you're asleep.”

“Yes...”

“It seems that you can't get to sleep until sh&s$ugou in after we say prayers.”

“It's dark in my room.”

“Sure. That could make anybody nervous. Well,Maas concerned about
Jesus, too, when he was little, and he loved reewthy you love your Mom. When
he died, he wanted his disciple John to take cherand for her to take care of
him. That's in the Bible, too. Well, Catholicseseer as becoming a Mother to all
the disciples — to all of us, actually.”

“Which is why we ask her to ‘pray for us now andte hour of our death’?”

“Bingo!”

“Pop-pop...Do you think she’d pray for me at the hotimy bedtime, too?”

“You bet!”
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May Calendar

Los Pequefios Monthly Meeting
May 25, 2007
Call (505) 293-8006 for
information.

Pro-life Prayer:
Planned Parenthood Abortuary
701 San Mateo Blvd.
Holy Innocents Chapel:
(505) 266-4100
Times: Daily 8 AM — 3 PM

Tuesdays at Noon
Mass at the Holy Innocents
Chapel
Fr. Stephen Imbarrato
For more information, call
(505)266-4100

A
Los Pequeiios Peppe
gift subscription is
only $10.

Back issues of The Pepper are
archived at:
www.lospequenos.org
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