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	Diocese of Albany: “Rebuilding the Covenant with the Poor: A Call to Action on Behalf of the Poor” (March 8, 2005)
	Archdiocese of Santa Fe: “Pastoral Plan” (June 3, 2006)

	

	Pastors may wish to link the themes in this paper to weekly homilies and scriptural readings
	Pastors will preach about Catholic Social Teaching principles as they relate to Sunday Gospels beginning fall 2007.

	Parish social action ministry committees may pick a theme each month and translate them into a bulletin insert
	Parishes are encouraged to form a Social Concerns Committee to advise the parish of social concerns within the parish boundaries and in the wider community as well as communicate with the Office of Social Justice and Office of Pastoral Outreach by May 2007.

Parishes will regularly publish bulletin articles focusing on Catholic Social Teaching and current social justice issues beginning fall 2007.

	Faith Formation Directors and Catechists might employ their students in direct service opportunities to affect the level of poverty in their communities
	The Archdiocese of Santa Fe Social Justice Office and Pastoral Outreach Office will identify and publicize opportunities for individual, family and parish action on behalf of poor and marginalized people beginning fall 2007.
Parishes will educate parishioners in Catholic Social Teaching and offer opportunities for them to participate in activities that promote human dignity beginning January 2007.

	Pastoral Councils and Respect Life Committees can be a central focus for advocacy efforts
	A Parish Social Concerns committee, where formed and active, will be encouraged to investigate current issues affecting local communities (e.g. housing development, water/air quality, health and nutrition, safe streets) and promote public policy by attending meetings of neighborhood associations and becoming advocates for those most in need beginning fall 2007.

	All Parishioners can receive educational materials on public policy issues affecting the poor from the Diocesan Office of Public Policy (martha.pofit@rcda.org)
	The Archbishop will continue to develop public policy statements about some aspects of Catholic Social Teaching (e.g. sanctity of all human life, war, natural disasters, healthcare, drugs, mental health, immigration policies, land and water issues, etc.).




Oh, and: “The Archdiocese of Santa Fe / Archbishop will actively and publicly promote and support 100% parish involvement and support of the Catholic Campaign for Human Development and Catholic Relief Service collections beginning July 2007.”  Of course!
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The cleverness of liberationism is, however, that the faithful are made to feel (and often are told) they “sin” by opposing public policies supported by the secular organizations that have “partnered” with the chancery.





Archdiocese Invites Call to Action Keynote Speaker





November launch of the Archdiocesan Pastoral Plan is not promising





By Stephanie Block





The Archdiocese of Santa Fe’s new Pastoral Plan will be formally initiated at the November 3-4 assembly, “Called by God, Sent to Serve: Vibrant Catholic Communities.”   One scheduled keynote speaker is Bishop of Albany, New York, Howard Hubbard, whose nearly 30 years of service have included a rigorously pursued “vision” of priestless parishes and homosexualism.   (See July 2006 Pepper for details)


The other advertised keynote speaker is Sr. Mary Benet McKinney, OSB, a Benedictine educator and author whose longstanding membership in the Call to Action Speaker Referral Service makes her a highly questionable choice for this task.


Call to Action is a network of dissenting individuals and organizations within the Catholic Church, banded together to promote acceptance, among other things, of: 


Abortion and contraception


Homosexual activity


An ordained priesthood that is open to marriage, women and the actively homosexual 


Radical feminist theology


Elected priests and bishops


Liberation Theology


Self-determination in divorce and remarriage 


A democratized church structure    


Sr. McKinney’s particular expertise is in “collaborative decision making” – a useful skill for a democratized church.  She has co-authored the book Changing Pastors: A Resource for Pastoral Transitions with Thomas P. Sweetser, SJ, another Call to Action speaker and the founder and director of the Milwaukee-based Parish Evaluation Project.  Changing Pastors endeavors, among other things, to “instruct transition teams in how to prepare parish reports and ready parishioners for a pastor-less interim period.”


Sweetser, for his part, proposes restructuring the parish as a “council of ministries” in order to decentralize parish decision-making, spreading it out instead among five commissions.  





The Archdiocesan Pastoral Plan





It’s no accident that a representative from the Call to Action stable and a bishop of highly controversial actions are the two keynote speakers for the Archdiocese’s assembly to initiate its new Pastoral Plan – the Plan is thoroughly compatible with both the goals of Call to Action and the vision of Bishop Hubbard.   


How so?  For one thing, it has a strong liberationist bent.   Liberation Theology (liberationism) is a form of Christian socialism that, while rejected by the Vatican, retains widespread influence among politically progressive Catholics.  Its most insidious practice is the “use” of spiritual goods (scripture, church, saints, devotions) to propel secular political and social “solutions” to social problems.   


      The first section of the Archdiocese of Santa Fe’s Pastoral Plan is straight out of the original Call to Action social justice mandates.  It demands “comprehensive justice education for children, youth, adults, and families” – including “ecumenical” community organizing within parishes - to garner support for specific public policies, such as the Archdiocese’s current immigration policy that links New Mexico Catholics with openly socialist organizations like the Southwest Organizing Project.


     Under the heading of “Coordination and Funding,” the Pastoral Plan names other groups with which it will “cooperate.” One is Albuquerque Interfaith, an ecumenical advocacy organization identified by the Albuquerque Journal as a political vehicle for religious liberals. (“Left Flexes Its Muscles,” July 9, 2006) 


     As is to be expected from a secular political agenda, but not a spiritual agenda, the issues of concern mentioned by the Plan are housing development, healthcare, fair trade, environmental concerns, and the like.  These are legitimate concerns for a citizen and Church teaching provides a clear articulation for the principles that govern these concerns.


However, the manner in which good Catholics, well formed in true ethical principles, address these concerns covers a spectrum of possibilities.  Public education, to take an example of an issue important to Albuquerque Interfaith’s work, is not the only way to educate or even a particularly good way to educate.  Specific academic programs in education (e.g., phonics vs. whole language) are not, and never will become, doctrinal matters.


The cleverness of liberationism is, however, that the faithful are made to feel (and often are told) they “sin” by opposing public policies supported by the secular organizations that have “partnered” with the chancery.   The policies seem to be advocated by “the Church” but, in fact, are espoused only by a handful of people who are using the Church to give the impression that the Church has given moral sanctions to them.


But there is no episcopal authority or supernatural grace given a bishop to navigate contract bids, Housing and Urban Development grants, city zoning regulations, or the demographics of poverty.   He wasn’t ordained by the Holy Father to manage secular, universal healthcare or even to insist that the State provide it.  


But here comes Bishop Hubbard to inaugurate a liberationist Pastoral Plan – the same Bishop Hubbard who is presently serving as chair for the Catholic Campaign for Human Development that funds Albuquerque Interfaith and hundreds of left-wing, political organizations like it.   


Hubbard’s own diocesan document, the pastoral letter “Rebuilding the Covenant with the Poor: A Call to Action on Behalf of the Poor” (March 8, 2005), links God’s covenant made at Sinai with the “People of Israel” to New York State’s responsibility to its poor – to assure work, healthcare, education, housing, an elevated minimum wage, childcare, and social services.   Indicative of the secular nature of Hubbard’s public policy recommendations, there is no mention of the evil of abortion when it expounds “culture of life” rhetoric and explicit support for insurance that provides abortion and contraceptive funding.  


Further, and most interestingly, the Albany Diocese’s 2005/2006 “plan to rebuild the covenant with the poor,” while laying the burden of the work on various levels of government, has some tasks for parishioners that resemble the Archdiocese of Santa Fe Pastoral Plan’s mandates.  (See next page) 


In the face of dwindling vocations and growing “spiritual illiteracy” (the late Cardinal Bernardin’s expression), the Archdiocese of Santa Fe offers a plethora of activities (variations of which have been used for the past 40 years with disastrous results) and a dearth of spirituality.  Heck, with a Pastoral Plan like this, we could be Episcopalians …or Presbyterians.  (
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Call to Action’s Sr. Mary Benet McKinney, OSB








An Excerpt from The Rite of Sodomy





Bishop Hubbard Faces Charges of Homosexuality 





By Randy Engel





The year 2004 found Bishop Hubbard himself facing charges that he was a homosexual with lovers inside and outside the clergy.


The first of the charges linked Hubbard to Thomas Zalay, a young Catholic who committed suicide on April 19, 1978, following an alleged affair with the bishop said to have began soon after Hubbard arrived in Albany.  


In early February 2004, Andrew Zalay, Thomas’s brother, discovered letters that his recently deceased mother had kept from him concerning the nature and circumstances of his younger brother’s death. A typed note dated August 1978 revealed the young man’s confusion about his sexual relationship with Bishop Hubbard.


Thomas said Bishop Hubbard excused his homosexual activity by claiming the Bible described celibacy as being free of women and that homosex was not sinful. Thomas believed differently. He saw homosexual acts as decadent and sinful.  Thomas said that he did not think of himself as a homosexual and he wanted out of the relationship. He said that the only way of “out” was suicide. He set himself on fire in his family’s home in Albany.


Andrew Zalay has enlisted the aid of attorney John Aretakis who is handling a number of clerical abuse lawsuits against the diocese of Albany. Andrew Zalay, who resides in California, said he was making the information about his brother’s affair with Hubbard public in order to demonstrate that the bishop is not capable of dealing with sex abuse cases involving other predatory priests.


One day after Bishop Hubbard held a press conference to deny Andrew Zalay’s charges, Anthony Bonneau, 40, of Schenectady, N.Y., came forward to say that as a runaway teenager he had had sex on at least two occasions during the 1970s with Hubbard in Washington Park, a local pick-up spot for homosexual tricks. Bonneau said he still vividly remembers Hubbard’s face. Most people do. 


Bishop Hubbard denied Bonneau’s charges. 


The next charge of homosexuality against Bishop Hubbard came from Judy Berben, the wife of a deceased police officer who served on the Albany Police Department for 24 years. 


Berben gave a sworn statement that her husband, Sgt. Joseph W. Berben, told her that one night in 1977 or 1978, he found Hubbard in a car in Washington Park with a teenage boy dressed like a girl. Bishop Hubbard produced his identification, but was not arrested because of his position, Sgt. Berben told his wife.


Then, on Sunday afternoon, February 15, 2004, the roof fell in on the Albany bishop. 


Father John Minkler, a priest of the Albany Diocese and diehard Hubbard critic was found dead under mysterious circumstances at his Watervliet home… ( 





P.S. Michael S. Rose writes that three days before Minkler’s death, he had been “identified in a television news report as the author of a 1995 report addressed to New York’s Cardinal John J. O’Connor. Among other things, the letter detailed ‘a ring of homosexual Albany priests’ including Bishop Howard Hubbard’s alleged long-term homosexual relationships with two younger priests.” (“Priest’s mysterious death complicates Albany bishop’s quest to clear his name,” cruxnews.com, 3/3/2004)











The Rite of Sodomy tracks the rise of homosexuality in the Catholic hierarchy, diocesan priesthood and religious life in the United States over a span of 100 years and three generations of prelates. It examines all facets of this intergenerational phenomenon on the life of the Church – yesterday, today and tomorrow. The text is broken down into five mini-book sections each examining a different aspect of homosexuality in the Roman Catholic Church.





The Rite of Sodomy – Homosexuality and the Roman Catholic Church by Randy Engel, $64.00 US, Softbound: 1318 pages�Publisher: New Engel Publishing, Box 356, Export PA 15632� �
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Howard Hubbard, Bishop of Albany
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Meghan Barclay of the Nazareth Academy Dancers performs during the censing of the Albany Diocese’s cathedral during the Dedication Mass following the cathedral’s renovation.





The Spirit in the Mass: “Ite, Missa Est…”





By Marie P. Loehr 


“Go, you are sent forth . . . “ 


–My Sunday Missal by Father Stedman, p. 63





Many of us take the Spirit in the Mass for granted, more than any other Person in the Trinity, perhaps because the Spirit is in many ways more invisible and mysterious than the Father or the Son.


“Father” at least provides us with images our incarnate minds can appreciate. We know a father is one who begets children, who provides for them, who protects them.


The image of Son is even clearer to us.  A son is the image of his father, honors his father, supports his father, and praises him to the external world. We have a very vivid image of Son in Jesus Christ, the Word-made-flesh, who tells us, “he who sees me sees the Father.”


But what of the Spirit?


Spirit, as word and idea, does not give us any tangible image. Like the “ru’ach,” the Hebrew word for air, breath, and spirit, the Spirit is essential to our life, but invisible, seen only in its actions and their effects. 


The Catechism describes the Spirit in a series of images and symbols: water, fire, cloud and light, dove, seal, anointing, as well as hand and finger. We see the seal, anointing and laying on of hands, signifying the “powerful outpouring” of the Spirit, in the sacrament of Confirmation. The Spirit is “the finger of God” by whom Christ casts out demons, and by whom the Father writes the commandments, “not on tablets of stone, but on tablets of human hearts.” These images are not so obviously conveyed in the Mass itself, except in the priest’s blessings, and his hands raising the Host and Precious Blood after the consecration, and giving us communion. This is a true image of the Spirit as the Person of the Trinity who reveals Christ to us, who gives Christ to us.


We do see the living water in the holy water with which we bless ourselves on entering the church for Mass. We see it in the priest’s washing of his hands in purification, before the consecration. We see the fire, like the tongues of fire descending on the apostles and Our Lady at Pentecost, in the candles on the altar, and the sanctuary lamp, always lit. This reminds us not only of Christ as light of the world, but of the purgative fire of the Spirit that fills the apostles with courage and gives them voice to preach and teach the gospel in season, and out of season, as we too must do. 


We see the cloud and light in incense, the censer and its glowing coals, like the cloud and light of the Shekinah of Exodus. In this guise the Spirit led the Chosen People through the desert of Sinai to the Promised Land. A pillar of cloud by day, a pillar of fire by night, the Spirit lives otherwise invisibly with the Chosen People to encourage them and comfort them, as they struggle toward their goal in the darkness of faith. This is also an image of the incense and burning coals that cleanse the lips of the prophet Isaiah in his vision of the throne of the Most High. It is an image of our prayers rising to heaven and our purgation through and in the Spirit. 	The dove, of course, often appears in stained glass windows and missal illustrations of the Trinity. It is a sign of the Spirit’s tenderness and love, comforting and fruitfulness, the “breath” made visible in the form of the dove who soars on air.


Because the Spirit brings the Church to fruition and fulfillment in the course of time and eternity, these realities permeate the Mass, in its actions and intentions. The Son begets the Church in the outflow of blood and water from his pierced heart, on the tree of the cross. The Spirit bears the Church on its breath, in the shelter of its wings, nurturing it and nourishing it to leaf, flower and fruit in the one Mass. This is to say, in all its prayers, works, joys, sufferings, sinners and saints. The Spirit urges us out of the enclosure of the Upper Room and our fearful selves, to teach all nations by word and example. How do we see this in the Mass?


First and foremost, we see that the Mass is directed to the Father, through the Son, IN the unity of the Spirit. The Mass is the celebration of love and thanksgiving proper to the intimate, interior communio of the Trinity itself, who IS “distinction in Persons, oneness in being, equality in majesty.” The Mass is the celebration of our communio from, through, and in the triune God, with one another, with the Persons of the Trinity. Or so it ought to be.  This overflow of love, its outpouring and thanksgiving, is the particular work of the Spirit – in Creation, in the Mass as a sign of the Son’s new Creation.


We see the Spirit made visible, first and most particularly, in the endings to many of the prayers of the Mass. There are several forms by which this is expressed throughout the Tridentine Mass and the Novus Ordo:


“The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you,” “protect us by the presence of the Holy Spirit,” “with the Holy Spirit,” “by the power of the Holy Spirit,” “in the unity of the Holy Spirit,” as well as “In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit…”


The Spirit is invoked in the third set of Kyries at the beginning of the Mass, at the end of the Gloria, in the Credo when we pray “by the power of the Holy Spirit, he was born of the Virgin Mary and became man” and when we pray “I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets . . . “ Again, just before the consecration the priest prays “Let your Spirit come upon these gifts to make them holy, so that they may become for us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ.”


This invoking of the Spirit recalls the Spirit brooding over the waters of Genesis, the Spirit overshadowing Mary at the Annunciation, and its conception of Christ in the amniotic waters of her womb, the Spirit in the form of the dove descending on Christ at his baptism in the waters of the Jordan…Wherever we see one Person of the Trinity, we know all are present and active. This is reiterated in the prayers and actions of the Mass.


The most vivid image of the Spirit in the Mass is at the conclusion of the Mass. We have celebrated thanksgiving and obedience to the will of the Father. We have entered into consecration and communion through the wounds of the Son, his Body and Blood. Now we prepare to leave the sanctuary of the Church to live this in the world. 


When the priest says “Ite, missa est…” (literally, “Go, you are sent” or “Go, it is finished”), he sends us forth in the wings of the Spirit, the breath of the Ru’ach of God. 


We are sent forth to live the Mass in our bodies, our souls, our hearts, our homes, our lives, our work, in all our doing and being, in every single sub-particle of our bodies, in every single nanosecond of the week between Sundays, between each visible bread-made-flesh on the altar, in every single interior movement of our spirits. As the Spirit always does, the Spirit sends us forth to be the Mass, to bring its nurture and nourishment to all those around us, whoever, wherever, whenever, whatever, however they may be!


“Ite, Missa est” used to be translated, “go, you are sent forth….” Indeed! This is the truest sign of the Spirit. This is the Spirit’s charge and mission: to live fruition and fulfillment, nurture and nourishing, teaching and preaching to all nations. Go, you are sent forth…to live the Mass, to be the body and blood of Christ, to bring the good news of the Gospel to all nations, even if, for most of us, those nations will simply be our families and friends, our neighbors and co-workers. This then is the most visible sign of the Spirit in the Mass for our sin-darkened minds. This is the reality of the Spirit in the Mass, the Spirit blowing where it will, the Breath of God sending us forth to bring his breath and bread to the world, for the renewal of all his Creation and his glory.  (
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Around the World





Pope Benedict XVI - no fan of contemporary liturgical music 





Comments from the Holy Father reveal his desire to return the Church to more traditional liturgical music, rather than the guitar, flamenco, or “psychedelic” Masses so prevalent in the west. “It is possible to modernize holy music,” he said, at a recent Sistine Chapel concert. “But it should not happen outside the traditional path of Gregorian chants or sacred polyphonic choral music.” 


Cardinal Ersilio Tonini, Archbishop of Ravenna, supports this view: “Mass is the presence of Christ and the music adds so much more when the harmony allows the mind to transcend the concrete to the divine.” 


In the face of failed liturgical reforms that have gutted many dioceses of their cultural heritage as well as of their worshippers, Pope Benedict has expressed hope that the reintroduction of Latin Masses will bring the spiritual and aesthetic treasures of Catholicism to a new generation.�


Catholic Church Says All Involved in Embryonic Stem Cell Research Automatically Excommunicate Themselves





Cardinal Alfonso Lopez Trujillo, head of the Vatican department dealing with family affairs, told the Catholic publication Famiglia Cristiana that “destroying human embryos is equivalent to an abortion ... it's the same thing.”   Therefore, like abortion, activity supporting embryonic stem cell research automatically excommunicates the actor.  This “applies to all women, doctors and researchers who eliminate embryos.” 


He said the Church is worried that “certain crimes” are treated as if they had “become rights.”  “[E]ven talking about the defense of life and family rights is being treated as a sort of crime against the state in some countries - a form of social disobedience or discrimination against women.”


In February2006, Pope Benedict XVI issued a strong condemnation of embryonic stem cell research, saying: “Man is not the owner of life, but the custodian and caretaker…When God is not present, man is not respected.” (





Truth





By Father Frederick Faber





The crowning disloyalty to God is heresy.  It is the sin of sins, the very loathsomeness of which God looks down upon in this malignant world. Yet how little do we understand its excessive hatefulness! It is the polluting of God’s truth, which is the worst of all impurities. Yet how light we make of it! We look at it, and are calm. We touch it, and do not shudder. We mix with it and have no fear. We see it touch holy things and we have no sense of sacrilege. We breathe its odor and show no signs of detestation or disgust. Some of us affect its friendship; and some even extenuate its guilt. 


We do not love God enough to be angry for His glory. We do not love men enough to be charitably truthful to their souls. Having lost the touch, the taste, the sight and all the sense of heavenly-mindedness, we can dwell amidst this odious plague in imperturbable tranquility, reconciled to it’s foulness, not without some boastful professions of liberal admiration, perhaps even with a solicitous show of tolerant sympathies.


Why are we so far below the old saints and even the modern apostles of these latter times in the abundance of our conversions? Because we have not the antique sternness. We want the old Church-spirit, the old ecclesiastical genius. Our charity is untruthful, because it is not severe; and it is unpersuasive because it is untruthful. We lack devotion to truth as truth, as God’s truth.


Our zeal for souls is puny because we have no zeal for God’s honor. We act as if God were complimented by conversions, instead of trembling souls rescued by a stretch of mercy. We tell men half the truth, the half that best suits our pusillanimity and their conceit; and then we wonder that so few are converted, and that of those few so many apostatize.


We are so weak as to be surprised that our half-truth has not succeeded as well as God’s whole-truth. Where there is no hatred for heresy there is no holiness. (








Some Thoughts about Liturgical Music





By Steven Block





I’m a professor at a public university and a Jewish Roman Catholic who cantors for the Byzantine Catholic Church. I was stunned by one of my colleagues a few weeks ago when he brought up the problem of liturgy in the Catholic Church. 


Like many professors, “Bob” is nominally religious, only going to church, I believe, on the high holidays like Christmas or Easter or for special occasions. Bob started complaining to me about the music in the Roman Catholic Church, saying that the musicians, who these days play guitar or electric keyboard, turn every hymn or psalm setting into a “number” or a “showpiece.” This in turn puts the focus on the musicians who are all trying to sound like “pop stars” and convey emotion through singing and expression. 


Now Bob is quite a liberal guy, so I was astonished when he started bemoaning how the Roman Catholic Church gave up its 1500+ year tradition of chant and mass setting, a tradition in which Latin (much like Slavonic in the Byzantine Church or liturgical Hebrew in the Jewish Synagogue) serves as a “neutral” or “spiritual” language by which we all approach God.  One of the abuses Bob noted was the irony of the current Catholic liturgy where even when a hymn becomes so popular that everyone knows the words (hymns like On Eagle’s Wings or Let There Be Peace on Earth), the congregation still rarely sings along but instead assumes the musicians are there to serve as their “rock band.”  


When I told him about the Byzantine liturgy in which virtually the entire liturgy is sung with specific and special roles for the priest, deacon, bishop (if present), cantors, and readers – with the assumption that the congregation partakes through singing the liturgy and responding during the course of the liturgy – Bob became excited, interested, and animated… and then he said something very profound, something worthy of an accomplished liturgist or theologian. He said: “this is the way worship is supposed to be. We don’t go to church to socialize or to greet each other or to be entertained but we go to church primarily to experience what it might be like in Heaven and to enter into the presence of God, placing ourselves humbly, as sinners, but joyfully, as members of a faith who are privileged to experience God in the flesh, amongst the saints and angels who surround us in each liturgy.”


Bob, who is not a regular churchgoer and not entirely sure he even believes in God, intuitively captured the entire purpose of our liturgy through his own internal yearning and search for the proper response to the value of our Lord and His great sacrifice.  Nevertheless, Bob wants a church liturgy in which he can experience a little bit of heaven and place himself in the presence of God as both a humble sinner (who can be forgiven for his sinfulness) and as a joyful participant among the saints and angels in order to experience God’s love and mercy.


In worship we are not using the tones or chants to express an emotional or programmatic intent but instead the use of such tones are meant to highlight an inner and spiritual reality. We don’t, for instance, plainchant “Lord, Have Mercy” as a way of expressing our feelings but instead we, as a group of sinners, desire God’s mercy while in the privacy of our own thoughts and souls individually and inwardly contemplate the type mercy we seek and need and “neutral” music allows each of us to approach that mercy in an individual way.


To read or sing dramatically would only limit the meaning of the passage to the readers’ or cantors’ personal interpretation. Instead, we are called to lead each �participant towards an “openness” to the word of God whereby the Holy Spirit is the primary force, the primary mover and shaker, who inspires and enlightens each individual in the place where he/she needs to be. This is one of the reasons that cantors and readers chant on a “neutral tone” that simply follows sentence and phrase structure. We practice reading the flow of the passage and practice enunciation with the goal of singing distinctly enough so that everyone can follow the text while still experiencing the meaning that the Holy Spirit provides.


As God knows each of us individually through and through – down to the ‘numbers of hairs on our head’ – we respond �individually through the liturgy that unites us and helps �direct us into the presence of our Lord.


The starting point, therefore, for all who serve the liturgy, whether as cantors or readers or, for that matter, as participants – must always be the knowledge of what deep and awesome expectations we have for prayer and liturgical worship. As Bob - and truly, most of us - intuitively knows, prayer is communion and serious business and we cantors and readers are responsible for almost invisibly, behind the scenes, setting a framework where each participant faces Christ individually and worshipfully. It is an awesome responsibility indeed, but one that is easy to bear if, having taken all the steps one is capable of taking in preparation and study and private prayer, we allow God Himself to shape the liturgy as we wend our way through it. (
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“The key to the problem [of vocations] is looking at dioceses that are successful in attracting vocations.… ‘Bishop Bruskewitz and his predecessor expected their priests to be loyal to the Church and all that the Church teaches and not apologetic either.  They teach the fullness of the faith and let the chips fall where they may.  I think that’s the most important factor.  I think the great breakdown in vocations is due primarily to dissent.   It causes so much confusion and people don’t know what Church is about.  Where dissent reigns, vocations go down.”


San Diego News Notes, April 2006, 


Quoting an anonymous priest on the lack of vocations 


in his diocese of San Diego





Fidelity to the magisterium and traditional spirituality are strikingly manifest in several vocation-rich dioceses. 


Jeff Ziegler, “Priestly Vocations in America: A Look At the Numbers,” 


Catholic World Report, July 2005
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St. Romanus the Melodist, patron of cantors








Letters to the Editor





Dear Editor: I am a big fan of your publication, but I completely disagree with the stance Mr. Mosher takes regarding immigration.  His view is that the state has a right to protect and defend itself much like an individual person does. He gave the example that a person does not have a right to pitch their tent on one's property. He is correct, but does one have the right to shoot the person if he does? The US has a right to protect its borders, yet it allows them to cross into deadly areas where there is a high probability that they will die.  The other difference is that corporations and industries WANT them to cross into the US; they are rewarded with jobs time and time again.  Our society sends a mixed message. Mr. Mosher prefers to blame the immigrant, this seems to be the “politically correct” thing to do; however, we need to read the signs of the times through the lens of scripture and the magisterium, and it seems pretty clear that Mr. Mosher’s defense of the status quo is not in line with Catholic teaching.  Let us stand up for life! Thanks, MM 





Jason Mosher replies: Catholic teaching is clear on the natural rights of a State. In this, a State is treated as a juridical person with all rights as such, including the right to govern its property including using violent force, if necessary, under current just war theory. The reasons why a person violates our border is not the focus of my article and can be taken up by others; my focus was the objective ethical issue that it presents. The situation that causes a person to do this crime is not relevant to the objective nature of the act. While it may limit their moral culpability it does not justify the action. The moral culpability of those granting incentives is another matter unto itself. Recall the basic principle of ethics - the ends do not justify the means - this is far from a politically correct stance.  





Dear Editor:  Blessings to you….what is one to do now that we know the facts regarding Hubbard?  Do we attempt to confront the AB [Archbishop] here or do we write or call His Honor or what?  We must put a stop to this charlatan coming to NM.  – KC





Editor: LPC has sent a version of the Pepper article to the Archbishop and you can see for yourself what we have written in this month’s Pepper…so the Archbishop knows the problem.  That shouldn’t deter you from writing, of course.  If these two speakers aren’t cancelled – and it’s not likely they will be – we’re considering a protest of the assembly at which Bishop Hubbard and Sr. McKinney are speaking…let us know if you’re interested. 


























August Calendar





Los Pequeños Monthly Meeting


August 18, 2006:


Call (505) 293-8006 for information.





Pro-life Prayer:


Planned Parenthood Abortuary


701 San Mateo Blvd. 


Catholic Knights Chapel: (505) 266-4100





12 noon, Thursday 


Mass at the Catholic Knights Chapel


Fr. Stephen Imbarrato


For more information, call 


(505) 266-4100








((





Please consider 


a donation to 


Los Pequeños.





((





Next month: 


Pepper Special 


on 


Humanae Vitae & Birth Control








Dear Editor:  Scenario.  Parish Hall after Sunday Mass informal discussion.  A lady in, say, seventies, said that she was taught missing Mass on Sunday was a venial sin.  So the question I have is:  Is the missing of Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of obligation, without good reason, a venial sin?  I was taught that the missing of Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of obligation, without good cause, was a mortal sin.  Whatever the answer is, if you have resource authority, I would appreciate the citation.


     And, then the matter of artificial birth control came up.  The lady said as to culpability, it was whatever one thought about it.  Now, that is not what I thought - nor do I believe.  Again, either way.  If you have any resource authority on this I would like the citation.


     If this lady is accurate, I am, then, inaccurate.


     Pax, TJ


Editor: Here are your resources, thanks to our kind moral theologian.  The problem of missing Mass is addressed in John Paul II’s recent encyclical, Dies Domini: “47. Even if in the earliest times it was not judged necessary to be prescriptive, the Church has not ceased to confirm this obligation of conscience, which rises from the inner need felt so strongly by the Christians of the first centuries. It was only later, faced with the half-heartedness or negligence of some, that the Church had to make explicit the duty to attend Sunday Mass: more often than not, this was done in the form of exhortation, but at times the Church had to resort to specific canonical precepts. This was the case in a number of local Councils from the fourth century onwards (as at the Council of Elvira of 300, which speaks not of an obligation but of penalties after three absences)(78) and most especially from the sixth century onwards (as at the Council of Agde in 506).(79) These decrees of local Councils led to a universal practice, the obligatory character of which was taken as something quite normal.(80)  The Code of Canon Law of 1917 for the first time gathered this tradition into a universal law.(81) The present Code reiterates this, saying that "on Sundays and other holy days of obligation the faithful are bound to attend Mass".(82) This legislation has normally been understood as entailing a grave obligation: this is the teaching of the Catechism of the Catholic Church,( No. 2181: "Those who deliberately fail in this obligation commit a grave sin".) and it is easy to understand why if we keep in mind how vital Sunday is for the Christian life.”


As for contraception: Pius XI, Casti Connubii: “56. Since, therefore, openly departing from the uninterrupted Christian tradition some recently have judged it possible solemnly to declare another doctrine regarding this question, the Catholic Church, to whom God has entrusted the defense of the integrity and purity of morals, standing erect in the midst of the moral ruin which surrounds her, in order that she may preserve the chastity of the nuptial union from being defiled by this foul stain, raises her voice in token of her divine ambassadorship and through Our mouth proclaims anew: any use whatsoever of matrimony exercised in such a way that the act is deliberately frustrated in its natural power to generate life is an offense against the law of God and of nature, and those who indulge in such are branded with the guilt of a grave sin.” (
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Sacred Heart Cathedral








Introducing the Gallup Resistance





Incensed (so to speak) over liturgical dancing and female homilists, a number of the Gallup faithful leafleted the June 23, 2006 Jubilee Celebration, commemorating the 50th anniversary of Sacred Heart Cathedral’s construction and dedication.  Here’s the text of the leaflet:





The Crisis in the Diocese of Gallup





The Diocese of Gallup is in a near crisis situation and may have to close many of its churches if it does not get many new priests!  In the 13 years that Bishop Pelotte has been the head shepherd, the number of priests has been cut in half.  Today there are 63 priests (Voice of the Southwest, April 2006).  Bishop Pelotte’s primary duty is to furnish priests and to nourish the flock entrusted to him through Sunday and daily Mass.





Bishop Pelotte was trying to create a priestless diocese before he was stopped by the Vatican.  His plan was to use [extraordinary] Eucharistic Ministers to hold Communion services in place of the Mass.  Recently, during a Communion service at St. Francis parish, the Eucharistic Minister not only gave Communion and read the readings of the day, she also gave a homily!  This is strictly forbidden and is reserved for priests, deacons, and bishops.  All Catholics have the right to orthodox liturgical practices!





Liturgical Dance





On several occasions in 2005 Bishop Pelotte has allowed dancing innovations into the Mass.  Cardinal Francis Arinze, leader for the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments, has publicly criticized introducing dance into the Mass, as it risks reducing this sacred rite to a spectacle.  “In 2004, the Cardinal responded to a question on liturgical dance: “There has never been a document from the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments saying that dance is approved in the Mass.”





Pope Benedict, in his book The Spirit of the Liturgy states: “Dancing is not a form of expression for the Christian liturgy.” (p 198)  It is totally absurd to try and make the liturgy “attractive” by introducing dancing.





In May 1982, the Bishops Committee of the Liturgy published directives stating that “dancing (ballet, children’s gestures as dancing, the clown liturgy) is not permitted to be introduced into liturgical celebrations of any kind.”





There are more important concerns, life and death matters, other than unorthodox liturgical innovations.   What about the more than 1000 children killed through the abortions that women who live in the diocese obtain each year?  Bishop Pelotte never says anything about abortion!  Although one of the first actions he took as bishop was to disband Natural Family Planning, which was done diocese-wide by trained professional for free!  How can the flock know the shepherd’s voice if he is always silent?





What can we as members of the Body of Christ do?  Educate yourself on orthodox liturgical practices.  Read the Catholic Catechism.  Pray for our diocese, our priests, our bishop, and for vocations.





The Los Pequeños web site, � HYPERLINK "http://www.lospequenos.org" ��www.lospequenos.org� has further information on liturgical dancing.  Click the Gallup, New Mexico link.  





Anyone from the Diocese of Gallup who is interested in meeting with other concerned Catholics in the area can call (505-293-8006) or email (� HYPERLINK "mailto:editor@lospequenos.org" ��editor@lospequenos.org�) for more information.  (


















