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Advent Sacrifices Offered for Archbishop Michael Sheehan 

The Spanish word palanca describes a lever, or a pole by which a burden is supported between two people.  It’s come also to signify words of encouragement offered to someone, lifting them up in prayer, in gratitude, and in support.

     Los Pequeños is beginning what it hopes will become a tradition.  Advent, a time of  joyful expectancy, is also a  penitential season.  In some cultures it is marked by fasting and abstinence, additional acts of charity and kindness, and special Church services.  While many of our members already offer daily prayers for the shepherd of the Archdiocese of Santa Fe, Archbishop Michael Sheehan, this season’s sacrifices seem especially suitable as a spiritual palanca for the Archbishop and his intentions.

     This issue of The Pepper  contains several articles about the role of a bishop as well as several prayer resources. It is hoped that they will prove useful for “lifting up” the Archbishop in your Advent prayers.  

Please consider joining your prayers and Advent sacrifices to those of Los Pequeños for the needs and intentions of Archbishop Michael Sheehan.
Prayer for Bishops, Priests, Deacons, Brothers, Sisters, Lay Ministers and Seminarians

Lord Jesus, hear our prayer for the spiritual renewal of bishops, priests, deacons, brothers, sisters, lay ministers and seminarians, especially those of our own diocese. We praise you for giving their ministry to the Church. In these days, renew them with the gifts of Your Spirit.

You once opened the Holy Scriptures to Your disciples when You walked on this earth. Now renew Your ordained and chosen ones with the truth and power of Your Word.

In Eucharist you gave Your disciples renewed life and hope. Nourish Your consecrated ones with Your Own Body and Blood. Help them to imitate in their lives the death and resurrection they celebrate around Your altar.

Give them enthusiasm for the Gospel, zeal for the salvation of all people, courage in leadership and humility in service.

Give them Your love for one another and for all their brothers and sisters in You. For You love them, Lord Jesus, and we love and pray for them in Your Holy Name. Amen.
(With Ecclesiastical Approval)

SYNOD OF BISHOPS 

THE BISHOP: SERVANT OF THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST FOR THE HOPE OF THE WORLD
The final message of the four-week Synod of Bishops, assembled in Rome from September 30th to October 27th this year, begins with a “universal call to holiness” which bishops can achieve “…through the exercise of their apostolic ministry with the ‘humility and strength’ of the Good Shepherd. One form of holiness, which the world needs today, is precisely the openness to all that is distinctive of a Bishop, through his patience and boldness in giving ‘reason for the hope’ which is in him.” 

     The 280 episcopal participants of the synod described the ideal bishop: “….We should be poor in the face of our brothers and sisters, marked by a style of life which draws people to Jesus the Lord. The bishop is the father and the brother of the poor. When it is necessary, he should not hesitate to raise his voice for those who have no voice, so that their rights will be recognized and respected. In particular, he “must do everything he can so that in every Christian community, the poor feel ‘at home’” (Novo millennio ineunte, 50). It is only then, as we face the world filled with missionary dynamism, that we can speak credibly of the joy of the humble and pure of heart, the power of forgiveness and the hope that those who hunger and thirst for justice will finally be satisfied by God.” (Paragraph 15)

     He must defend the truth: “….By remaining faithful to the Council’s teaching on the Church, the sacrament of unity, we will everywhere be able to serve the Gospel of Jesus Christ for the hope of the world. Love for unity in no way implies indifference to currents hostile to that truth which shines so brightly on the face of Christ: Ecce homo (Jn 19:5). This love induces the shepherd, as guardian and prophet, to warn his people against false teachings which threaten the purity of Christian hope. This love leads him to oppose every slogan and stance which, claiming “ to reduce the Cross of Christ to nothing “ (1 Cor 1:17), at the same time obscures the true face of the human person and our sublime destiny as creatures called to share the divine life.” (Paragraph 17) 

     The bishops also promote unity, “united among themselves and with the Pope, the successor of Peter. Always and everywhere, together they teach the same faith with the “sure charism of truth” (St. Irenaeus, Adversus Haereses IV, 26, 2) and announce it to all the peoples of the earth (Dei Verbum, 8).” (Paragraph 16)

     Expressive of that unity, the bishops declared that in the face of crushing poverty around the world, “A drastic moral change is required. Today the social teaching of the Church has a relevance which we cannot overemphasize. As bishops, we commit ourselves to making this teaching better known in our local churches.” 

     They also decried the profound contempt for human life characteristic of our age: “Perhaps what most upsets us as pastors is the contempt for human life, from conception to death, as well as the breakdown of the family. The Church’s ‘No’ to abortion and euthanasia is a ‘Yes’ to life, a ‘Yes’ to the fundamental goodness of creation, a ‘Yes’ which can move every person in the depths of his conscience, a ‘Yes’ to the family, the most basic community of hope which so pleases God that he calls it to become a ‘domestic Church’.” (Paragraph 12) 

Pro-life News

A Letter to an Editor 10/24/01

     I finished reading Ellen Goodman's column in the Journal and I wondered what anyone could say to such a person.

     She values the lives and feelings of the people who work in the abortion clinics.  Apparently, she values the lives and feelings of the postal workers and the lives lost Sept 11 as well as the feelings of the relatives of those who lost their lives.  What rationale does she use to pretend that the actions of abortionists who suck, tear and cut the preborn from their mother’s womb are not as terrorizing as anthrax or the WTC collapse?  Surely the child is no less an innocent victim.

     Ms Goodman is secure in her right to parrot our hedonist culture and make good money doing it.  She lives in a country founded on the notion that no state religion would be instituted.  Unfortunately, the atheist minority has perverted  things such that their opinion prevails; a state of anti-religion exists and Christians especially are dismissed or ridiculed.  The burden is ours to prove there is a God and there is a Hell.

     I say it's time for them to prove otherwise.  Let them prove God never spoke to any of us, not in the Garden, not to Abraham, not to Moses and there are no 10 commandments! 

     If the stubborn and rebellious atheists had no power to stop the terrorist attack on Sept 11, why do they imagine God needs their approval to exist?  Freedom of speech is perverted if atheists continually speak with authority they cannot validate.

     History shows violence and terror seems to beget more violence and terror.  Shouldn't Sept 11 have been a wakeup call in particular for the pro abortion elite who continue to discriminate about which lives they choose to value?                   

                          




-- Marie Therese Hall 

A Litany on Behalf of Bishops
Lord, have mercy on us.

Christ, have mercy on us.

Lord, have mercy on us.

Christ, hear us.

Christ, graciously hear us.

God the Father of Heaven, have mercy on us.

God the Son, Redeemer of the world, have mercy on us.

God the Holy Ghost, have mercy on us.

Holy Trinity, one God, have mercy on us.

Holy Mary, Queen of Heaven and earth, St. Joseph, Protector of Holy Mother Church, pray for us.

St. Michael , all Archangels, special servants of Bishops, pray for us.

St. John the Baptist, Herald of the Lord; pray for us.

St. Peter, pray for us.

St. Paul,

St. Andrew, 

St. James,

St. John

St. Thomas,

St. James,

St. Philip,

St. Bartholomew

St. Matthew,

St. Simon,

St. Thaddeus,

St. Barnabas,

St. Matthias.

O Holy Apostles, our first Bishops, we beg your intercession of behalf of your successors;

St. Thomas Becket, pray for us.

St. Blaise,

St. Boniface,

St. Cyprian,

St. Ignatius of Antioch,

St. Irenaeus,

St. John Fisher,

St. Polycarp,

All martyred Bishops;

St. Athanasius, pray for us.

St. Alphonsus Liguori,

St. Ambrose, 

St. Anselm,

St. Augustine,

Sts. Basil and Gregory Nazianzen,

St. Bonaventure,

St. Cyril of Alexandria,

St. Cyril of Jerusalem,

St. Francis De Sales,

St. Hilary,

St. Isidore of Seville,

St. Peter Chrysologus,

St. Peter Damian,

St. Robert Bellarmine,

All Bishop-Doctors of the Church;

St. Albert the Great, pray for us.

St. Ansgar,

St. Charles Borromeo,

St. Ildephonsus,

St. Methodius,

St. Nicholas,

St. Norbert,

St. Patrick,

St. Richard,

Sts. Timothy and Titus, 

St. William,

St. Wulfran,

All Bishops who have spread the Light of Christ;

St. Leo the Great,

St. Pius V,

St. Pius X,

St. Thomas Aquinas,

All Saints who have helped further the Faith through Teaching.

We beseech Thee, hear us...

That all bishops will maintain complete obedience to the Holy Father, 

That all bishops will remain faithful to the Magisterium of the Church,

That all bishops will defend the Faith and moral teachings of the Church,

That all bishops will uphold the true teachings of the Ecumenical Councils,

That all bishops will allow and defend all duly-authorized Rites of the Mass,

That all bishops will staunchly defend the unborn, the elderly, the sick and all defenseless people,

That all bishops will provide for true and complete education in the Faith for all souls in their care,

That all bishops will exercise the powers of their office to defend the faithful against heretics, apostates and false prophets and teachers,

That all bishops will use their authority and powers to correct errors and falsehoods,

That all bishops will stand up for the rights of the Church when infringed by the State,

That all bishops will develop a great devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of Mary,

That all bishops will be living examples of the virtues,

That all bishops will look to their saintly predecessors as examples of how they should carry out their vocations,

That all bishops will encourage true vocations to the priesthood and religious life,

That all bishops will boldly proclaim the message of Our Lady of Fatima,

That all bishops will concentrate their energies more on the spiritual than on the material needs of the faithful,

That all bishops will protect their dioceses from all scandal,

That all bishops will teach and preach the truth of Humanae Vitae and Familiaris Consortio.

O God, look with favor on Thy servants, Thy Bishops, whom Thou hast appointed as teachers and defenders of Thy faithful here on earth. Grant that by word and 

example they may assist those over whom they have been placed, so that shepherds and flocks may together attain everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, Our Lord. 

Amen. 

© Copyright 1994, Human Life International, Suite E, 7845 Airpark Road, 

Gaithersburg, MD 20879, USA. 

From a September 2001 homily by Rev. Fr. Anthony Brankin, Pastor, St. Thomas More Parish, Chicago 

THE CRUSADES - ANOTHER BIG LIE

A theme that continues to surface throughout this whole ghastly affair of the Terrorist Attack on America, and a theme that we ought to address, or at least be prepared to address, is the theme and history of “crusade.”

     Just a few days ago, Osama bin Laden called - predictably - for a holy war against what he terms the newest “Crusade” and he called George Bush the biggest of the crusaders who is now taking the cross. That very phrase, “taking the cross” is a historical reference to the very act by which medieval Catholic Crusaders would vow themselves to the Crusade.  Of course, “cross” is the very source of the word “crusade.”

    When the President called his campaign against terrorists a “crusade,” he was forced to apologize for making such a reference. It seems that no one on our side can run away fast enough from any mention of the Crusades, the newest ecclesial whipping boy for the secular world.

    This is absolutely tragic and wrong, for it turns history on its head and yields the high moral ground on the discussion of the Crusades to the Muslims who let no opportunity pass to depict themselves as the aggrieved victims of the Catholic Crusades. The new Big Lie is that the Crusades were an unmitigated evil foisted upon the hapless historical Muslims by our evil Christian ancestors.

    This is not historical, and everyone of us as Catholics has a stake in the proper understanding of the Crusades; for while they may not have been a flawless enterprise, they were a Catholic enterprise that lasted for almost a thousand years. The Crusades were called for by our Popes and Saints, our kings and queens. And in answer to that call, “the cross” was taken by tens of thousands of our ancestor knights and peasant forbearers - men and women and children. The Crusades were preached by saints, indulgenced by Popes, graced by God and vowed by our very families.

    The Knights of St. John, the Knights of Malta, the Knights of the Holy Sepulchre, the Trinitarians, the Croziers and the Carmelites were all orders founded especially to serve the Crusades.

    No one - from Pope Gregory VII, who vowed before his death to personally lead 50,000 Crusaders to liberate Jerusalem to Queen Isabella of Spain, who oversaw the end of a eight-hundred year long crusade in her own country - no one thought it anything but just and right to try to relieve the churches in the East, free Jerusalem and take back Christian lands that had been conquered by the Muslims.  Go back to the eighth and ninth Centuries. Imagine the real, genuine fear of Catholics in the East and the West, as they hear of Christian lands in North Africa, the Near east, France, Italy, Spain being gobbled up one by one by the Mohammedan juggernaut. “Submit to Islam or die!” was the cry of the desert horseman who in hardly more than a hundred years after Mohammed’s death had half the known world at their feet.  And every Bishop today who is titular bishop of some unknown city in North Africa or Arabia must recall that all those cities and lands to whom they own empty title were one Catholic. What do you think is the unspoken historical reference point to the Pope’s present trip to Armenia?

    When the Greek Emperor in Constantinople sent a delegation to the Pope in the 11th Century, he said: “Please gather your Catholic kings and help us defend against the Muslims; for if you don’t help us stop them here, all of Christian Europe will be lost.” And for the next 800 years from the West to the East, Crusades were mounted against the constant predations, pressure, incursions and invasions of the Muslims. The Crusades beginning as a kind of heroic, faith-filled, counter-offensive to liberate Jerusalem and free formerly Christian lands, eventually became Europe’s last ditch defense against Islamic Imperialism. Suffice it to say, that the feast of Our Lady of the Rosary was the relieved thanksgiving event of the Church for one major victory over the Muslims. 

    So for which of these things do we as Catholics apologize? For having tried to give countries back to Christ? For having tried to save us for Christ? Without excusing any excesses or crimes, we ought to get down on our hands and knees and thank God for the Crusades and the Crusaders, and thank God for the knights and Popes of a thousand year’s duration who believed enough in Jesus - and in Catholicism - and in us - to offer their lives. 

Cardinal Meisner Tells Why He Thinks Bishops Lack Credibility

Warning About Reducing the Office to That of a Mere Moderator
VATICAN CITY, OCT. 2, 2001 (Zenit.org).- German Cardinal Joachim Meisner blamed the episcopal ministry’s lack of credibility on the fact that the bishops have withdrawn from the world, often reducing their role to that of “moderator” among differing opinions. 

     That view, outlined in a speech Monday at the Synod of Bishops, received warm applause from the general assembly. Below is a summary of the Archbishop of Cologne’s address. 

* * *

     The crisis of faith in the Church is an expression of a wider crisis in culture, and also the consequence of a sort of self-secularization which is the responsibility of members and bodies of the church, including for example those who exercise the Episcopal ministry. No few bishops in fact fail to realize the seriousness of the situation, others see the tendencies of separation in the faith as fruitful tensions which could in the future lead to a new synthesis and they see their ministry as that of a “moderator” among various opposing positions. 

     This understanding of the Episcopal ministry is so widespread that the Episcopate suffers from a loss of authority which comes from the outside and which -involuntarily - favors renunciation of authority from within. Consequently the pastoral ministry of the bishop is minimized, reduced to human concern for the faithful, polite understanding and recognition of charisma present among the lay faithful. This leads to a misunderstanding of the essence of the ministry which implies clear and unequivocal duties to govern, including the element of jurisdiction. 

     From this analysis stems the urgency for strong and authoritative witness from bishops. The bishop is not a pious private believer, he is a public witness. He must face the problems of the day from the Church’s point of view, not only to save himself but also to defend the faith, correct errors and deepen knowledge of the truth. He cannot ignore the effective situation of the faith in society, he must render witness to the faith taking into consideration also the risks and dangers. 

     The potesta of the bishop who must be a “witness to the faith”, lies not only in preaching. He must make doctrinal judgements which come first of all from the potesta to govern and call for regulation, rectification and judgment concerning the doctrine of the faith. Potesta testandi reaches its fullness in potestas iudicandi. This means that bishops are called not only to witness to the faith, to nourish it and care for it, they must also judge it, discipline it and impose it in its correct form. This they must do not autonomously or independently but in unity with the universal jurisdiction of the Supreme Pontiff. 

     In this light, in the discussion on the faith, the bishop must be able to judge, in the ambit of his diocese and in keeping with the universal teaching of the faith, what is true and what is not. On the basis of this ability of judgement operated by the Spirit, the bishop may offer his Church a service of judicial enlightenment regarding the faith. Hence the statement: “Where there is the Bishop, there too is the Church”. 

[text distributed by Synod Secretariat] ZE01100222
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