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A Challenge to the Bishops from the Veil of Innocence





Crisis in the Church and a return to reverence


 


I. CONSIDER


The final Communiqué of the meeting of US Cardinals with Pope John Paul II announced: 


“Given the doctrinal issues underlying the deplorable behavior in question, certain lines of response have been proposed: 


The pastors of the Church need clearly to promote the correct moral teaching of the Church and publicly to reprimand individuals who spread dissent and groups, which advance ambiguous approaches to pastoral care. 





II. REFLECT 


Rev. Paul Shaughnessy declared in an essay called The Gay Priest Problem: “I define as corrupt, in a sociological sense, any institution that has lost the capacity to mend itself on its own initiative and by its own resources, an institution that is unable to uncover and expel its own miscreants.”


 


III. REMEMBER


The gates of hell cannot prevail against the Mystical Body, which is the Catholic Church. The Catholic Faithful expect from our pastors, in the spirit of the obedient St. Francis, to “Go and repair My Church, which, as you see, is falling into ruin.”





IV. USE YOUR AUTHORITY


Faithful Catholics, herewith, challenge the American hierarchy, and clergy worldwide, to take disciplinary measures to rid the one, true, Holy, Catholic Church of her institutional corruption. A restored Church requires at a minimum the following measures: 


 


1. Zero tolerance of the practice of homosexuality within the clergy and Catholic seminaries. Our pastors must once again be psychologically healthy, mature adults. Recognizing the spiritual nature of their Divine mission (and the sovereignty of the Catholic Church, established by Jesus Christ) Church authorities, as much as is reasonable and just, should interface with legitimate civil law practices, when complaints are submitted about the clergy and Church employees. 


 


2. Zero tolerance of irreverently celebrated liturgies and a universal reaffirmation and recognition that any incardinated priest of the Latin Rite may offer the Tridentine Mass, albeit with the grave warning of severe penalties if the rubrics are violated in any way. 


 


3. Zero tolerance of Sex Education in Catholic schools, which practice was condemned in 1929 by Pope Pius XI, reaffirmed by the Holy Office in 1931, and repeated by every Roman Pontiff thereafter. Sex Education, and the newly instituted Safe Environment Programs, are both institutionalized forms of sex molestation. Both destroy the innocence of children. 


 


4. Zero tolerance of any Catholic teacher who legitimizes the teaching of dissent from the authentic Magisterium. 


 


5. Zero tolerance of Americanism, condemned by Pope Leo XIII, and a renewed teaching and evangelization based on the realities of original sin and the need of redemption by means of belonging to the Holy Catholic Church.  Preach that Jesus Christ, Son of God, our Lord and Savior, founded the Catholic Church, called Her His bride, and promised to remain with Her and Her alone, until the end of time, for the salvation of souls. 


 


6. Zero tolerance of radical feminism, and a return to reverencing the traditional mission of the Catholic family, fostering life and sanctity. (


 


Veil of Innocence is a Catholic website with extensive resources against classroom sex education.  It can be accessed at � HYPERLINK "http://www.veilofinnocence.org" ��http://www.veilofinnocence.org�





__________





This won’t be printed in the daily paper: The Catholic League’s monthly publication Catalyst makes an interesting observation in its June 2006 issue: the priest pedophile scandal is over.  In 2005, 783 credible accusations of abuse against 532 priests were made, but the majority of them involved abuse that occurred before the 1990s – primarily in the 60s and 70s.  


     For the year 2005, there were actually 21 allegations that involved current abuse.  Five of those were found to be credible; two were still under investigation and in two instances, there was insufficient information.  If the credible allegations are combined with those still under investigation and with those for which there’s insufficient information, it totals nine priests - .02 percent of approximately 42,000 priests in 2005 with recent, credible accusations against them. 


     Or, put another way, 99.98 percent of US priests have had no credible accusations made against them in 2005.  As Bill Donahue expresses it, “I’m willing to bet no demographic group or profession has less of a problem today with sexual abuse of minors than the Catholic Church.”


     Donahue goes on to note that 81 percent of the victims are male and most are postpubescent.  “So much for the positively stupid argument that has been floating around for years that the reason why there are so few female victims is because priests only had access to altar boys until recently. Well, it's been 12 years since girl altar servers became a reality, yet it's still the males that the molesters want…. while most gay priests are not molesters, most of the molesters are gay. While it is true the Vatican has taken steps to address this reality, it remains sadly true that some of those providing reports and advice to the bishops are still living in a state of absolute denial.”





Overheard - Safe Environment Programs work like this: Father gets caught driving drunk and all his parishioners have to attend AA meetings.  














Around the Archdiocese 


Bishop Hubbard is 


coming to town 
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Family and Procreation





New Vatican document reaffirms Humanae Vitae 





The Pontifical Council for the Family has published a new document, Family and Human Procreation, which affirms: “the family is the only appropriate place for procreation.”  It quotws Pope John Paul II from a speech given in Puebla, Mexico, in 1979, in which he says: “the family is inbred in man and has been established by God. But today man has become a riddle to himself and is experiencing the deepest crisis in history in his family dimension: The family is attacked as it has never been before; the new forms of union are destroying it; the fertilization techniques are totally ousting human love; the birth control policies are leading to today's ‘birth winter.’” 


The document later states that procreation, “which is the means of transmitting life through the loving union of man and woman, must be human…. The act of union of man and woman cannot be separated by its inbred dimension, which is procreation and makes for responsible fatherhood and motherhood.”


It continues: “Never before has the natural institution of marriage and the family been the victim of such violent attacks. The family and marital life models are changing … [and] if we look at the lengths people go to avoid having children, including contraception as well as abortion, the eclipse of any reference to God looks clear in the predominant view of responsible procreation.” 


The document also speaks of the “appearance of the apologia of the single-parent family, the broken, gay, lesbian family….Gay couples claim for themselves the same rights as those that are specific to husband and wife, they even claim the right to adopt….Lesbian couples claim for themselves the same rights, demanding laws that will give them access to heterologous fertilization or embryo implantation.” 


The document reaffirms Church doctrine about contraception and decries “any contraceptive method.” “The Church's doctrinal documents, such as the Encyclical 'Humanae vitae,' and the Apostolic Exhortation 'Familiaris consortio,' refer to the fundamental principle of the dignity of human beings and their ethical dimension.” The condemnation of abortion, the inseparable nature of the two dimensions - the unitive and the procreative - and the view of sexuality as a procreative function, “have their foundation in individual beings and their dignity.”


“Man is a family being, and as such he is a social, political, economic, cultural, legal and religious being. The family which touches on all of these essential aspects needs services, help, protection and endless promotion.” (
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New Mexico School Standards





The kids may not have been taught to read or write, but they’ll know plenty about sex





By Stephanie Block





In 2000-2001, New Mexico parents battled a proposed curriculum, Project GLYPH, which had been approved as a Tolerance Education Program for use in public high schools and middle schools.  The curriculum presented the homosexual act as a normal sexual variation, looked forward to the day same-sex “marriage” would be socially acceptable, and countered any criticism or reservation about the homosexual lifestyle as homophobic.


Parents won a temporary stay.  Elements of the program, however, have been reintroduced under the Health Education Standards passed by the New Mexico Public Education Department.  Children, for example, are to be introduced to the concept of same-sex parents in grades 3-4.  


First and second graders are to be taught “where to seek valid health information,” and parents are not included as an option – nor are they mentioned as an option in later grades for getting help with depression, unplanned pregnancy, or sexually transmitted disease testing.  


Fifth and sixth graders are to be taught to “identify where to obtain products and services in areas related to sexuality.” Talk about a wide-open standard.  In addition, they are expected to know and unambiguously understand a variety of sexual activities, including masturbation and oral and anal sex.  


After sixth grade, abstinence is rarely mentioned.  Emphasis is placed on “protected sex versus unprotected sex.”  There is no mention made of marriage, commitment, or monogamous relationships as the appropriate condition for sexual activity.  Seventh and eighth graders are taught that condom use and pregnancy prevention are “healthy” behaviors.  Lesson plans from the proposed curriculum include role-playing a “lesbian relationship” with one girl hoping “to take this relationship to another level,” specifically to “sleep with” the other.  This is not a scenario suggested by the student but by the lesson plan.


   Is the Public Education Department out of its collective mind?  Twelve years ago, Socorro County had the highest number of teenage pregnancies in New Mexico.  Determined to bring that statistic down, the county introduced an abstinence only message that has brought Socorro County to rank #20 out of 33 counties.  Further, several studies show that genuine abstinence programs reduce teenage sexual activity by as much as 42% after the first year and up to 72% after the second.  


The Health Education Standards can be viewed at � HYPERLINK "http://www.ped.state.nm.us" ��www.ped.state.nm.us� Type “Health Education Standards” into the search box and click.  This will bring up several documents.  The 80-plus-page “Health Educations Standards with Benchmarks and Performance Standards” contains all this information.


A coalition of concerned citizens has formed and may be reached for further information at � HYPERLINK "mailto:hopeeducation@gmail.com" ��hopeeducation@gmail.com�. (








� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.rethinkingschools.org/img/archive/12_04/Gxmain.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���
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The Trinity in the Mass: The Son


Part II of Three


By Marie P. Loehr 


“This is My Body, which will be given up for you…” – Consecration of the Mass





The Second Person of the Blessed Trinity, Son of God in his divinity, is Jesus Christ, Messiah and Redeemer in his humanity. Paul tells us Christ emptied himself, and “took on the likeness of a slave” in order to be in solidarity with humanity, in order to save us from our sins. When we celebrate the feasts of Corpus Christi and the Sacred Heart, we celebrate two feasts most particularly revealing of Christ’s humanity, Christmas and Easter aside.


The feast of Corpus Christi celebrates the Body of Christ, the humanity of Christ as he walked among us, but most especially as he gave his Body and Blood to be our food at the Last Supper, through his crucifixion, death and rising, in the Mass as Eucharist. The feast of his Sacred Heart is associated with Corpus Christi because it celebrates two things: the burning, outpoured love of Christ for us in his sacrifice, and the blood and water which flowed from his pierced heart. This blood and water are images of his Precious Blood in the Eucharist, and his living water of grace, ie, his life, in Baptism.


These realities are central to the Mass as sacrament and sacrifice, as act of thanksgiving. Through the action of the priest on the altar the Son is truly present in the Mass, offering as priest, offered as victim. Like the Paschal Lamb, his blood is poured out for us to drink. His flesh is given for us to eat.


St. John Chrysostom remarks: “Have you seen with what kind of food he feeds us all? By the same food we are formed and fed. As a woman feeds her child with her own blood and milk, so too Christ himself continually feeds those whom he has begotten with his own blood.”


Fr. Stedman notes the following in that indispensable little missal of his, pre-Vatican II or not. “Water added to wine symbolizes: 


	1) the human and divine in Christ, 


	2) our redemption by Blood and Water from the side of Christ, 


	3) our share in divine life even as He shared our human life. Jesus and we are both offered to the Father.”


St. Faustina’s prayer to the Divine Mercy speaks of “blood and water flowing from the heart of Christ as a fount of mercy for us.”


This mercy is the heart of the Mass, the total offering of Christ with us to his Father in a restoration of the thanksgiving and surrender we owe God as Created to Creator, as Bride to Bridegroom.


The priest reveals the Son as alter Christus, as he celebrates the Mass in persona Christi. He is the Bridegroom who is Christ, in union with his people, the Bride who is Church.


The bread reveals the Son in its purity, its whiteness, its roundness--all images of his spotless and eternal being, but also in its unity and multiplicity, its harvesting, crushing, milling, baking . . . Every step in the making of the bread reminds us of some part of Christ’s passion, death and resurrection. It also reminds us that we are grains incorporated into this Host, individual cells of the Mystical Body of Christ, his Church. All this is true even before the Consecration.


The same holds true for the wine--and the process of winemaking. The grapes are harvested, cut, crushed, strained, buried in vats, drawn forth, and purified yet again, then bottled for use. Many grapes go into the making of one sip of wine. This reminds us of Christ’s words at the Last Supper, too: “I am the Vine and you are the branches . . . “ If we do not abide in him, if we are not grafted onto his Vine, the sap of his Blood cannot flow through us, nourishing us and producing good new fruit in us.


Once transubstantiated, changed in substance to the Body and Blood of Christ, although still appearing as bread and wine to our bodily eyes, the Real Presence of Christ is among us, sacramentally, mystically, truly. Every day, on our altars, in our tabernacles, in the chalice of our own flesh, Christ is really present, God with us, Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity.


If we could once realize that with the scales fallen from our eyes, the veil of our own obtuseness drawn aside, we would either be rapt and transported by his present and presence, in our weakness . . . or we would be unable to face him at all. Flattened, we would crawl, our faces to the ground, as far away as we could get--in our fear . . .


The Son is present in the Mass in its essence, and in its accidents. He is present in us--sustaining us and all Creation in being, present by grace, by our desire and awareness, by our spiritual union with him in the prayers of the Mass, by our physical union with him when we receive him in the Eucharist at communion.


His presence in the Mass is as the visible “refulgence of the Father.” He offers himself with us in thanksgiving to the Father. The Father receives his offering, and pours out the Holy Spirit upon us as the fruit of this presence, union, and thanksgiving. We could say that the Mass is in itself a living procession of the Trinity among us.  (








�





 


Rite of Sodomy: 


Homosexuality and the Roman Catholic Church 


A new book by Randy Engel





$64.00 US


Softbound: 1318 pages


Publisher: New Engel Publishing, Box 356, Export, PA 15632


 


The Rite of Sodomy by investigative journalist Randy Engel is scheduled for release in July 2006.  According to the book’s web site, the author “tracks the rise of homosexuality in the Catholic hierarchy, diocesan priesthood and religious life in the United States over a span of 100 years and three generations of prelates. It examines all facets of this intergenerational phenomenon on the life of the Church – yesterday, today and tomorrow. The text is broken down into five mini-book sections, each examining a different aspect of homosexuality in the Roman Catholic Church. 


One reviewer writes:  “The entire volume is a … carefully chronicled documentation of facts - naming names- and reinforced by the thousands of endnotes (footnotes) and covers entire historical periods.” 


The Canadian reviewer goes on to say that “The ‘mystery’ of why nearly all bishops of dioceses where victims of clerical sexual abuse have surfaced, have continued to hide perpetrators, appears to be finally solved in this amazing work, by the documented revelations that many bishops and cardinals are themselves pederasts and homosexuals, and therefore, they rightly fear public exposure of their own sexual exploits if they crack down on their fellow clerical sodomites.” 


The Rite of Sodomy may be ordered online or by mail from New Engel Publishing, Box 356, Export, PA 15632 Phone 724-327-7379. If ordering by mail, please contact: � HYPERLINK "mailto:Customerservice@riteofsodomy.com" \o "mailto:Customerservice@riteofsodomy.com" �Customerservice@riteofsodomy.com� for postage and handling rates. (














� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://images.google.com/images?q=tbn:YCKmbahzkAT9OM:michaelfund.org/mod/userpage/images/Randy.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





Randy Engel is the founder of U.S. Coalition for Life in Media, is president of the U.S. Coalition for Life (which exposed the March of Dimes’ eugenic programs), and is author of Sex Education: The Final Plague and The McHugh Chronicles.





All That Glitters Isn’t Gold





Pro-life Alert 





“For more than 20 years,” reads Foundation literature, “ the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation has been a global leader in the fight against breast cancer through its support of innovative research and community-based outreach programs. Working through a network of U.S. and international affiliates and events like the Komen Race for the Cure®, the Komen Foundation is fighting to eradicate breast cancer as a life-threatening disease by funding research grants and supporting education, screening and treatment projects in communities around the world.”


Sounds like a good cause.   Unfortunately, Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation affiliates across the nation have given funds, acquired from its own donations, to Planned Parenthood Health Clinics and other abortion/family planning clinics, according to a 2005 report prepared by Right to Life of Indianapolis, titled “The Visible Link: A report on Susan G. Komen grants to Planned Parenthood,” (� HYPERLINK "http://www.lifeissues.org" ��www.lifeissues.org�).


While Susan G. Komen funds many worthwhile breast cancer programs, they also fund abortion groups, which ironically may be causing breast cancer. According to the Coalition on Abortion/Breast Cancer: “It cannot be said that all women who have breast cancer have had abortions. Similarly, not all women who have had abortions will get breast cancer. Nevertheless, abortion is the most preventable risk factor for breast cancer.”  


To make matters worse, says the Right to Life of Indianapolis report, the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation website lists abortion first under “factors not related to breast cancer.” Consequently, the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation gives women only part of the scientific research on breast cancer and ignores numerous studies that have yielded evidence linking abortion to breast cancer. One such study published in the Journal of the National Cancer Institute in 1994 was led by Dr. Janet Daling who describes herself as ‘pro-choice,’ and her colleagues at Seattle's Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center.” 


 The Right to Life of Indianapolis report urges pro-lifers to share this information with as many people as possible, encouraging them to contact the Susan G. Komen Foundation to express concern about the use of funds and information. The abortion/breast cancer issue is not closed. There is great danger in supporting the largest abortion provider in the world when, in fact, scientific evidence has shown a link between breast cancer and abortion.





Susan G. Komen Foundation Fact Sheet


• In the United States, there are about 115 Susan G. Komen Affiliates. Of these,


at least 112 sponsor a Race for the Cure to raise money for breast cancer awareness and research. To date, at least 43 of these Susan G. Komen Affiliates have given grants to Planned Parenthood Centers or other abortion clinics, totaling more than 100 grants given across the nation to Planned Parenthood and other abortion clinics since 1998.


• Of the 50 states in the U.S., at least 22 states have Komen affiliates that grant money to Planned Parenthood or other abortion clinics. 


• Susan G. Komen affiliates have repeatedly given money to family planning clinics that provide “emergency contraception,” otherwise known as the morning-after pill. “Emergency contraception” may not prevent conception in some cases, but instead cause an abortion.


• Some Susan G. Komen Affiliates give Planned Parenthood multiple grants in one year and some Planned Parenthood Health Centers are receiving grants from multiple


Susan G. Komen Affiliates. 


• Nancy Brinker, founder of the Susan G. Komen Foundation, has served on the advisory board of Planned Parenthood of Dallas. In 2003, Planned Parenthood received a record $475,000 from Susan G. Komen affiliates all across the nation; Linda Custard, current member of the Susan G. Komen Foundation National Board of Directors, is pictured and listed in the Planned Parenthood of North Texas newsletter as a donor; Monica Leonard of the Sacramento Valley Susan G. Komen Affiliate had a prior job at Planned Parenthood Golden Gate and Komen lists this on their Sacramento Affiliate website; Philadelphia Komen Affiliate Board Member John Briggs has also served on the advisory board for Planned Parenthood. (




















Susan G. Komen New Mexico Affiliate Grants


to Planned Parenthood of New Mexico 





2002-03: $12,825 2003-04: $25,000 


2004-05: $30,000








The Silencing of Fr. Altier 





Priest persecuted for defending parish children





In 2001, a Catholic family from Saint Paul, Minnesota parish church of Saint Agnes was so inspired by their pastor’s homilies that they felt “called by the Holy Spirit to make his homilies available to Catholics everywhere.”   


To accomplish this, they constructed “A Voice in the Desert” web site.  Father’s homilies were recorded and uploaded to the Internet. 


On the morning of Ash Wednesday 2006, Harry Flynn, Archbishop of St Paul, told the priest to remove his homilies from the DesertVoice website and to no longer participate in any radio broadcasts through Relevant Radio.  In June, Father was removed from his parish and appointed as assistant chaplain of a nursing home in an outlying district of the city.


Why?  The priest, Fr Robert Altier, has been an exemplar pastor and a staunch defender of the faith – too exemplar and too staunch, perhaps. Archdiocesan spokesman Dennis McGrath told the Star Tribune, “I surmise that Father Altier's contrarian position on VIRTUS is the issue.”


VIRTUS and the related Talking About Touching (TAT) are “safe environment” programs proposed in response to the sex-abuse scandal that broke out in 2002. Unfortunately, their graphic sexual components directly violate Vatican teachings about human sexuality education. Not surprisingly, it is endorsed by Planned Parenthood. 


However, Archbishop Flynn served as chairman of the bishop's committee that developed the VIRTUS/TAT programs and he decided that his archdiocese’s children would test them, despite growing concern over their appropriateness.  


Therefore Fr Altier, who used his pulpit to speak against VIRTUS in the archdiocese, had to be silenced. 





For those who would like to express their views, please write:


 


His Holiness, Pope Benedict XVI PP.�Bishop of Rome�Apostolic Palace�Via del Pellegrino�Citta del Vaticano�Vatican City State, 00120�phone: 011.3906.6988.10.22�email: av@pccs.va�fax: 011.3906.6988.53.73





�
His Eminence Dario Cardinal Castrillon Hoyos�Prefect�The Congregation for the Clergy�Piazza Pio XII 3�00120 Vatican City State�phone: 011.3906.69.88.4l.5l�Fax: 011.3906.69.88.48.45  �
�
His Excellency The Most Reverend Pietro Sambi�Apostolic Nuncio to the United States�3339 Massachusetts Ave., N.W.�Washington, D.C. 20008-3687�phone: 202-333-7l2l�fax: 202-337-4036  �
See � HYPERLINK "http://www.desertvoice.org" �www.desertvoice.org� for more information �
�
























� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.desertvoice.org/Image/frland1GreenJF.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���


Fr.  Robert Altier





“I really do not have much to say other than what was said of the Apostles 2000 years ago, i.e., that they rejoiced that they were counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the name [Acts 5:41].  All of this is part of God’s loving providence and He will bring about a greater good from this than any of us can ask or imagine. Can you think of a better way to live out the Lenten observance?” – Fr Robert Altier’s March 4, 2006 statement to Michael Brown, the editor of Spirit Daily








� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://images.google.com/images?q=tbn:gJnSK078PWciKM:www.ces.ncsu.edu/guilford/graphics/family.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





Letters to the Editor





Please accept my apology for this very tardy note of appreciation for the copy of the “95-10 Initiative” article from Los Pequeños de Cristo newsletter.  We were too quick to reproduce that article [supportive of the Initiative] in our newsletter and appreciate your response in calling that to our attention.  God bless you and your work for the unborn!  


In Life, 


Jo Tolck, executive director 


Human Life Alliance





An alert reader sent Ms. Tolck a copy of the Pepper article mentioned above.  Many thanks to her and to the work of the Human Life Alliance. - Editor





_____





What are the sources for the information contained in the May 2006 Pepper article, “Introducing the Dan O’Connell Society?”  - TS





This information was taken from the Dan O'Connell web site.  However, they’ve since changed their name to the DOC Society (� HYPERLINK "http://www.docsociety.org" �www.docsociety.org� ), out of respect to Dan O’Connell’s family.  You'll find all sorts of substantiating material on that site, including- news clippings and letters about the case.  Sorry we neglected to include this at the end of the article.  -Editor





_____





NB  Please don’t be exasperated when your letters aren’t published in The Pepper.  As much as we enjoy hearing from you all, we only print letters that contain (or solicit) information that will be of interest to our readership.  Sixteen pages can only go so far.   





Around the Nation





Hurrah for Bishop Finn:  It isn’t often one can find a reason to compliment the National Catholic Reporter – a virtual mouthpiece for Call to Action dissent – but its May 12, 2006 article “Extreme makeover: the diocese,” is news over which a good Catholic might well crow.  


In it, the reader learns (and where else would one learn this, as the bishop himself could hardly be expected to boast about his accomplishments) that Bishop Robert Finn, hardly one year into his service as ordinary of the Kansas City-St. Joseph Diocese, has been behaving…well, like a shepherd.  


He’s been purging the place of wolves.  He replaced the lay chancellor and female religious vice chancellor with an orthodox priest chancellor.  He canned the diocese’s problematic formation program and sliced the budget of the Center for Pastoral Life and Ministry, effectively forcing the almost immediate resignation of half the seven-member team.


Adult catechesis has been taken from the hands of dissenting professionals – trained in anti-Catholic theology or religious studies – and put into the hands of a believer.  


The diocesan newspaper has been told to immediately cease publishing columns by Notre Dame dissenter Fr. Richard McBrien and is being personally reviewed – all front page stories, opinion pieces, columns and editorials – before publication.


What really irks the NCR folk is that “he reached these decisions without consulting any of the senior leadership of the diocese or the people in the programs affected. Virtually no one on the chancery staff knew of the changes until they were announced at a news conference two days after his appointment.”


Two days!  Wow!  


Then, the budget of the Office of Peace and Justice was cut in half.  The Vocation Office went from a part-time priest vocation director to a full-time priest vocation director with a part-time priest assistant and additional support from the head of the newly established Office for Consecrated Life.  A separate Respect Life Office was established to handle pro-life issues and battle stem-cell research.  The diocesan-sponsored master’s program, administered for eight years by the Aquinas Institute of Theology (lots of goofy business), a Dominican school affiliated with Jesuit-run St. Louis University, was transferred to the Institute for Pastoral Theology at Florida-based Ave Maria University (solid Catholic).  Note the horse-before-the-cart approach: educate the people to be Catholic and social justice will follow.


What really makes NCR angry is that Finn upgraded a Latin Mass community, which has been meeting in a city parish, to a parish in its own right and appointed himself pastor. All this and the bishop is a member of Opus Dei.


Los Pequeños was so flabbergasted to learn about this great man that it sent the National Catholic Reporter a note of thanks – and one to Bishop Finn, too.  God bless him! 


Continued on p 13…








Around the Nation, cont’d…





Bishop Michael Sheridan, functioning as ordinary for the Diocese of Colorado Springs, told the local Pikes Peak Justice and Peace Commission, an anti-war group with ties to the diocese, that it would be defunded unless it condemns abortion and pledges to uphold Church teachings, such as opposition to same-sex marriage.  The bishop noted that the Justice and Peace Commission sponsored an event this year that included participation by Dignity USA, which advocates for same-sex marriage.  The Commission has countered that abortion and gay marriage are “outside” its mission and, as an interfaith group, can’t pledge to uphold Catholic teachings.


     Good.  Let the Justice and Peace Commission stick to its ideals and the Catholic Church stick to its.  
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The amazing Bishop Robert Finn





Around the Archdiocese





The June/July 2006 PMD Express (the archdiocese’s Pastoral Ministries newsletter) announced that November 3-4 will be an Archdiocesan Assembly, “Called by God, Sent to Serve: Vibrant Catholic Communities,” convened to launch the new Archdiocesan Pastoral Plan.  One keynote speaker will be Bishop Howard Hubbard, from the diocese of Albany.


     Hubbard’s tenure in Albany has been problematic, to say the least.  A few highlights:





1977�Hubbard appointed bishop of Albany


1977-81�Hubbard served as a member of Carter’s White House Committee on the Family. In that capacity, he expressed support for government recognition of same-sex couples.


1978�Hubbard issued his pastoral letter, We Are His People, in which he laid out a vision of a priestless, lay-run church, urging his priests to facilitate this new development.  In it, he also writes positively about the 1976 Call to Action Conference, which urged bishops to support abortion, birth control, women priests, homosexual acceptance, and a democratized, politicized church.





1979�May a couple use birth control?  In a televised program, Face-to-Face, Hubbard said the ultimate guide and norm for a couple asking that question is not Church teaching but their consciences.





1980�Hubbard celebrated a “Polka Mass” at the Fonda Fairgrounds.





1988�- Hubbard issued pastoral letter: We Are God’s Priestly People, in which he stated that the fathers at Vatican II “indirectly and unwittingly…severely undermined the traditional roles you priests have played in the Church.”  The priest’s main work, he wrote, is “community building.”�- Catholic dissenter and radical feminist/lesbian Mary Hunt spoke from a parish pulpit in the diocese with Hubbard’s knowledge.�- Diocesan priests were sent to Matthew Fox’s Institute for Creation Spirituality.  One, Fr. Brian O’Shaughnessy, then gave a series of talks about the topic at various diocesan parishes.  





1991�Hubbard publicly defended his practice of ordaining homosexual priests: “I don’t think gays or anybody should be excluded from ministry.” (Times Union, 2-22-91)





1993: 


- The Diocese of Albany’s Consultation Center gave a workshop on “Greek Goddess Archetypes.”  


- Hubbard publicly questioned Church’s non-ordination of women.


- Two financially stable parishes were closed to become drug rehabilitation centers.


- “Clown” Stations of the Cross are a regular Lenten feature in the diocese.





1994


Hubbard warned against using the Catechism of the Catholic Church “slavishly”  or as a “litmus test for orthodoxy.”





1995


Hubbard committed the diocese to the building of an “interfaith” chapel on one of his Catholic college campuses.





1996


-The diocese’s Consultation Center is hub of New Age Spirituality: Jungianism, dream analysis, women’s spirituality, Hinduism…


- Hubbard published I Am Bread Broken: A Spirituality for the Catechist in which the catechist is told it is important to share his “faith story.”


- At a Mass celebrated by Hubbard there is liturgical dancing and invalid communion bread (made with sugar and honey). 





1997


- The interfaith chapel is dedicated with Call to Action’s feminist Diana Hayes as featured speaker


-  The diocese paid out nearly $1 million in the settlement of one clergy-abuse case





1998


- A Catholic college in the diocese bestowed an honorary doctorate on Sr. Elizabeth Johnson, dissenting author of She Who Is.


- The diocesan paper expressed “dismay” over Vatican’s censure of dissident theologian de Mello and the diocese’s Pyramid Life Center held a 3-day de Mello retreat 


- Hubbard accepted a Masonic award for outstanding achievement to the community.


- Fr. DeTraglia, ordained by Hubbard in the mid-80s, left active ministry  to “marry” another man but continued to receive Communion.  When his partner died of AIDS, he was himself identified in the secular press as HIV +.  He then was appointed a chaplain for a Catholic hospital.


- A closed church was turned into an AIDS hospitality house.


- During the diocese’s priest convocation, a speaker advocated for women priests.





1999


- The diocese hosted the Gay/Lesbian Forum at which participants were told they didn’t have to follow all Church teachings.


- A priest denounced for un-catholic activities in New Hampshire was given a pastorship in diocese.


- The diocese’s clown ministry does another Stations of the Cross for Lent, which is published in the diocesan paper.


- During a marriage preparation, couples are told to invoke “father/mother god.”





2000


- One Albany priest made news for having a sex-change operation.


- The diocesan vocations director advocated married clergy, temporary priesthood, and female ordination, but orthodox seminarians were hounded out of the seminary. 


- The diocese’s vocations newsletter asked: “Do I really have to agree with all Church teachings to be a priest or member of a religious order?” The answer given in the newsletter was - not necessarily.  


- Hubbard was photographed using illicit vessels for the Precious Blood and the Eucharist.


- Hubbard promoted the political, pro-abortion Interfaith Alliance. 


- Joan Horgan, director of campus ministry at the College of St. Rose and retreat leader for Advent and Lent/Easter programs for the diocese, spoke at the 2000 national Call to Action conference (which she had also done in 1998).





2001


- Hubbard publicly disparaged the Vatican document Dominus Iesus.


- Hubbard, speaking at the diocese’s priest retreat, wondered at the laity’s lack of appreciation for the opportunities that a priestless church will provide them. 





2002


- The diocesan Woman’s Commission pushed for woman’s ordination and change in the “sexist” language of the Liturgy.


- Hubbard was moderator for the National Catholic AIDS Network, a group that encourages “safe,” protected (condoms) homosexual sex, and has produced the document Many Threads, One Weave: A Resource Program to Assist Parish Communities in Responding to the HIV/AIDS Pandemic with an Introductory Letter signed by Bishop Hubbard.  The “resource” stresses the importance of being non-judgmental and asks how a parish can become welcoming for gay and lesbian persons.  





2004


- Hubbard was accused of sex abuse.


- Fr. John Minkler, an orthodox priest and author of a 1995 report to Cardinal O’Conner documenting homosexual misconduct and abuse in the Albany diocese, died under suspicious circumstances (ruled suicide).  


- Hubbard hired his own, high-profile investigator (at $770/hour, plus expenses) to clear his name.  Not too surprisingly, she found “no evidence to substantiate allegations” against Hubbard and in her report accused the deceased Rev. Minkler of being a “duplicitous tyrant.” The alleged sexual abuse victim of Hubbard’s was dismissed by the report as mentally unbalanced.  


- The John Jay report found 6.5% of the diocese’s priests guilty of pedophilia between 1950-2000, compared to 4% average nationwide.





2006


Upstate New York Call to Action held its March 27 - March 30, 2006 regional conference at the College of Saint Rose, Hubbard Interfaith Sanctuary.





Of all the bishops who might have been invited to help launch the new Archdiocesan Pastoral Plan, why Howard Hubbard?  (
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Bishop Howard Hubbard











July Calendar





Los Pequeños Monthly Meeting


July 21, 2006:


Call (505) 293-8006 for information.





Pro-life Prayer:


Planned Parenthood Abortuary


701 San Mateo Blvd. 


Catholic Knights Chapel: (505) 266-4100





12 noon, Thursday 


Mass at the Catholic Knights Chapel


Fr. Stephen Imbarrato


For more information, call 


(505) 266-4100








((





Please consider a donation to Los Pequeños.












