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Dominican Retreat House Hosts Sr. Jose Hobday, OSF

Call to Action Speaker Leads “Women’s Spring Retreat”

The April 2001 monthly publication of the Archdiocese of Santa Fe, People of God,  carried a small advertisement for the Spiritual Renewal Center’s (Dominican Retreat House) late April and May “Weekend Retreats.” 

Its May 4-6 Women’s Spring Retreat features Sr. Jose Hobday, who is no stranger to the Archdiocese.  She spoke at the Retreat House last year when she conducted the “Millennium Retreat for Women” (April 30-May 2, 2000). The February 2000 People of God carried  an article, “Proclaim Jubilee,” that featured Sister as part of the Jewish-Catholic Dialogue of New Mexico.  In 1997, she conducted the Center for Action and Contemplation’s annual Year End-New Year Retreat, “Simple Living – Freedom Living,” that was held at the Madonna Retreat Center, adjacent to Archdiocesan offices.  

The Archdiocesan newspaper account clearly identifies Sr. Hobday as a teacher in the doctoral program at the University of Creation Spirituality in Oakland, California [“Proclaim Jubilee,” People of God, February 2000].  Creation Spirituality and the “University” founded to advance it, is the brainchild of Rev. Matthew Fox, a Catholic priest who was silenced by the Vatican for his heretical positions and in 1993 was expelled from the Dominicans.

Among the concerns cited by the Vatican were Fox’s belief and promotion of pantheism, his endorsement of homosexual unions, and the presence of the witch, Starhawk, on his University staff.  [See The Pepper, March 2001, for Starhawk’s views and her welcome onto Catholic property in the Archdiocese of Santa Fe.] 

Hobday, a member of the Seneca Iroquois tribe, is from the Diocese of Gallup and a frequent speaker at Call to Action Conferences.  

Hobday’s views of spirituality have much in common with Fox’s.  In a telling little essay, Hobday describes the Sacrifice Flower prayer that she learned as a child from her Native American mother.  If one is feeling “burdened,” or, has a special request to make of God, one goes outside and selects a special flower to sacrifice, one that was going to die for the petitioner.  Hobday writes: “The idea was that as life went out of the flower, it would carry my prayer to God.  That meant, of course, the flower was not to be placed in water....Every time I saw the flower, I could see it giving its life for me and I could imagine my prayer being carried to the Lord. That was true even when I was elsewhere and was just thinking about the flower. Either way, I had a strong sense my prayer was being heard. My flower and I were in union.

“Sometimes it took a few days, sometimes a couple of weeks. When the flower finally died, I would take it outside, say goodbye to it, and thank it for giving its life for me and for delivering my prayer. Then I would bury it so it would have a chance at a new life, and I always hoped it would come back as an even nicer flower.”

Hobday’s essay makes it clear that in her adult spirituality, she understands that “we are to become Sacrifice Flowers for each other,” but the passing reference to reincarnation and the endowment to a flower of sacrificial attributes that can only occur in a conscious being, disturb  the Christian reader.  (
Call to Action Speakers at Center for Action and Contemplation 

Edwina Gately and Megan McKenna Lead Women’s Conference

According to the Nov/Dec 2000 issue of Radical Grace, the  monthly publication of  the Center for Action and Contemplation, the Center’s 2001 schedule includes a 
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  Edwina Gately

July 3-5 conference titled “Woman’s Journey into Justice,” led by Edwina Gately, billed as an “advocate and activist for marginalized women,” and Megan McKenna, “well-known author and speaker on issues of justice,” along with a “team of women working for justice locally and nationally.”  The advertisement for the Conference says, “We will listen to unique perspectives, explore current issues and hopefully leave inspired to continue, contribute and support each other in our collective journey for justice.” 

Gately is a  Call to Action speaker who has worked for women's ordination, has challenged the deity of Jesus and Church teaching about homosexuality. She aggressively promotes worship of the "Mother Goddess" and the practice of witchcraft, which she considers the spirituality of feminine wisdom.  One can see how Gately’s might be a “unique perspective.”

Dr. Megan McKenna offers another. During a mandatory series of workshops for San Antonio religion teachers March 27-30, 2000, McKenna addressed the topic of  “Women of the Scriptures as Models for Today.” Participants reported that during the four-part series, McKenna told them, among other things, that one isn’t Catholic if he or she  venerated the bones of saints like St. Teresa of Jesus, disparaged the Philippine people as “stupid” for devotion to the “bones in that box,” and claimed devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary or the saints is “heresy.” She referred to  St. John the Evangelist as a  “c_ _k sucker” and said that the rosary and the creed were started in the Middle Ages for illiterate people and that only people who are illiterate and heretical still believe in them.

The Center for Action and Contemplation operates on the property of Holy Family Parish in the Archdiocese of Santa Fe, Albuquerque.  

(
THE JERICHO WALK FOR LIFE,

Good Friday Vigil 2001

                                                                                                                                          By Sherry Dib

[Ms. Dib has provided an unusual meditative coverage of the Good Friday prayer vigil which has been held annually outside the San Mateo abortion clinic for the past several years. –Ed.]

Our Savior Is Condemned With The Wicked

The most innocent, a child in the womb is condemned to death  by his own mother when she chooses abortion over God’s precious gift of Life.

The sun was bright, the early morning air crisp and cool while people gathered for the Project Life’s and Helper’s of God’s Precious Infants’ annual Good Friday Prayer Vigil near Planned Parenthood’s abortuary on San Mateo Boulevard in Albuquerque.

Jesus Takes Up His Cross

The sin of the mother and the father, who give their child up for death, is visited on all humanity – abortion is a loss of generations forever.

Andrea Large commenced the vigil shortly after 9:00 AM, singing a beautiful rendition of  “Oh Sacred Head Surrounded”.

Jesus Falls The First Time

A woman choosing abortion denies a gift of life to one of two million couples waiting to adopt a child.

Philip Leahy gave readings about Jericho from the Book of Joshua.  He offered the day’s prayer intentions for the economical, psychological, and emotional walls to fall down and for a conversion of hearts of all people to respect the sacredness of human life from the moment of conception to death.

Jesus Meets His Mother

Mary, in saying “yes” to God, met her Son for the first time the instant He was conceived in the womb.  A woman choosing abortion has already met her child, but said “no” to God.

Father John Carney, from Holy Child Parish, had his prayer interrupted when men inside a passing van yelled out curses at us.  Father John called out after them, “God Bless you!”

Simon Of Cyrene Helps Jesus Carry His Cross

What seems an insurmountable cross to carry alone becomes bearable with the intervention of others.  As Christians we need to offer our prayers, money, time and help to pregnant women in distress.
The Joyful Mysteries of the Rosary, hymns and the first walk around the abortion facility and Planned Parenthood Headquarters took place.  Good priests Father Dennis Garcia (Risen Savior), Father Rick Zerwas  (San Clemente), Father John McKenna (St. Pius), Father Scott Mansfield (St. Thomas Aquinas), Father Bill Sanchez (San Miquel), Deacon Jose Escandon (Holy Child) and Brother Bill Mewes (Annunciation), also came to pray and help by showing their support for Life.

Veronica Wipes The Face Of Jesus
Anything we do for anyone else, Christ counts as done for Him.  We partake in mercy when we come to the aid of a woman contemplating abortion.  

Father Bill Sanchez made a special trip up from Socorro to attend, bringing several of his parishioners from San Miquel Church.  The intensity of their prayers for pregnant women in distress and the unborn wiped across the faces of the others like Veronica’s veil.

Jesus Falls A Second Time

A woman who has had one abortion will often have a second.

The Sorrowful Mysteries of the Rosary are said and a second walk was taken around Planned Parenthood.  The people walked in silence.  Jim Simon led, carrying a crucifix held high.

Jesus Speaks To The Women

Jesus told the women to weep for themselves and for their children.  Many who have abortions are contrite, crying for the depth of their sin and the loss of their child.  Post Abortion Stress Syndrome is now recognized as a mental condition in need of spiritual, psychological and medical treatment.

Channel Seven and Channel Four News sent out cameramen to film.  Phil Leahy gave a brief interview, speaking up for Life and giving  “Voice for the Unborn”.

Jesus Falls A Third Time

A woman who has had a second abortion will often have a third;  forty percent of all abortions are repeats.  

The prayer vigil continued with the third mysteries of the rosary – the Glorious – followed by another walk around the abortuary.   Henry Geissler and his wife, Marguerite, sang the litany of  “Jesus in the Womb of Mary”.

Jesus Is Stripped Of His Clothing

We see the sin of abortion clearly.  Let us remain naked in remembering our own sins; it will keep us humble in heart so that we can reach out with true compassion to those involved in abortion.

Around 11:00 AM while driving down San Mateo Boulevard, Father Milan Garcia saw us marching and the Holy Spirit prompted him to stop and participate.  Father Garcia gave an inspiring version of  “The Stations of the Cross” and he did not hesitate to bare his own thoughtful meditations to us.

Jesus Is Nailed To The Cross

Dilatation and Curettage, Suction Aspiration, Dilatation and Evacuation, Saline Poisoning, Prostaglandin Injections, Hysterotomy, Partial Birth Abortion, RU-486, The Morning After Pill, Artificial Birth Control – all are nails to end the life of a child in the womb.

Planned Parenthood had signs posted for us to read as we took our fourth walk around their headquarter building and the abortuary.  The signs read; “Pro Choice people have donated $22.00 to Planned Parenthood for EACH picketer.”

Christ Dies On The Cross

At the end of 2001, an estimated forty million babies will have died in this country as a result of abortion.  With abortion it is said that there are two deaths; the death of the baby and the death of the mother’s soul.

Let our prayers be our sacrifice!  For each reader of this event, please pray twenty-two “Hail Mary’s” for the conversion of hearts to understand that we are all ‘made in the image and likeness of God’ with each person being unique, unrepeatable and having a purpose in God’s plan.

Jesus Is Taken Down From The Cross

The death of the child through abortion is not the end of  “a problem” but often the beginning of a cycle of pain.  Statistics now show abortion has created a new poverty and a new slavery for these women because so many turn to use drugs and alcohol, often finding themselves in abusive relationships.

Andrea Large sang another beautiful prayer – The Divine Mercy Chaplet – and everyone joined in to seek God’s forgiveness and healing for all.
Jesus Is Laid In The Tomb

The tomb proved to be the introduction to Resurrection and Life Eternal because “all things are possible for God”.  Norma Mc Corvey – the ‘Roe’ in Roe v Wade – is now working to overturn abortion.  Dr. Bernard Nathanson – who was responsible for 75,000 abortions, including his own child, is also working to overturn abortion.  They both are converts to Catholicism, crossing over from death to Life!

Sally Coca blew a flute to signify a ram’s horn blown around Jericho, ending this year’s Good Friday Prayer Vigil.  An estimated two hundred people came for The Jericho Walk for Life at America’s Calvary.

Pro-life News

Dutch Legalize Assisted Suicide and Euthanasia

The Hague, Netherlands -- Despite protests outside parliament, the Netherlands legalized euthanasia and assisted suicide, becoming the first nation to allow for both practices.

About 10,000 euthanasia opponents surrounded the building, praying, singing hymns and quoting the Bible, while the upper house of parliament, the Senate, considered the legislation. The Senate voted 46-28 in favor of   the law, likely to take effect in the summer.

Before the vote, Health Minister Els Borst reassured legislators the bill could not be abused by doctors because of careful supervisory provisions.  The law presupposes a long doctor-patient relationship and requires patients be legal residents of the Netherlands.

The law formalizes a practice discreetly used in Dutch hospitals and homes for decades, turning guidelines adopted by Parliament in 1993 into legally binding  requirements. Doctors can still be punished if they fail to meet   the law's strict codes.

Outside parliament, some protesters were masked in black balaclavas and carried oversized syringes dripping with fake blood. Others gathered signatures for a petition that already had 25,000 names before the debate opened Monday evening. Several Christian schools canceled classes to allow students from across the country to participate in the demonstrations.

After the vote, protesters said they were disappointed but not surprised. The Senate vote was considered a formality for the bill, already passed by the   lower house.

Under the law, a patient would have to be undergoing irremediable and   unbearable suffering, be aware of all other medical options and have sought a second professional opinion. The request would have to be made  voluntarily, persistently and  independently while the patient is of sound mind. Doctors are not supposed to suggest it as an option.

The new law also would allow patients to leave a written request for  euthanasia, giving doctors the right to use their own discretion when patients become too physically or mentally ill to decide for themselves. An independent commission would review cases to ensure the guidelines were followed.

If a doctor is suspected of wrongdoing, the case will be referred to public prosecutors for review and possible punishment.

Several countries - Switzerland, Colombia and Belgium – tolerate euthanasia. Belgium is the only other country currently considering making assisted suicide legal. In the United States, Oregon has allowed assisted suicide since 1996, but its law is more restrictive than the Dutch bill.  In Australia, the Northern Territories enacted a law in 1996, but it was revoked in 1997 by the federal parliament.

Excerpted from Associated Press, Reuters; April 10, 2001.
SCIENCE STUNNED BY VIRGIN OF GUADALUPE’S EYES

Engineer Sees a Reflection, Literally, From a Scene in 1531
ROME, JAN. 14, 2001 ZENIT.org) Digital technology is giving new leads in understanding a phenomenon that continues to puzzle science: the mysterious eyes of the image of the Virgin of Guadalupe.

The image, imprinted on the tilma of a 16th-century peasant, led millions of indigenous Indians in Mexico to convert to the Catholic faith. Last week in  Rome, results of research into the famed image were discussed by engineer José Aste Tonsmann of the Mexican Center of Guadalupan Studies during a conference at the Pontifical Athenaeum Regina Apostolorum.

For over 20 years, this graduate of environmental systems engineering of  Cornell University has studied the image of the Virgin left on the rough maguey fiber fabric of Juan Diego’s tilma. What intrigued Tonsmann the most were the eyes of the Virgin.

Though the dimensions are microscopic, the iris and the pupils of the image’s eyes have imprinted on them a highly detailed picture of at least 13 people, Tonsmann said. The same people are present in both the left and right eyes, in different proportions, as would happen when human eyes reflect the objects before them. (
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