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Lent 2000 Address, John Paul II Stresses Need for Conversion and Solidarity

VATICAN CITY, MAR. 8, 2000 (ZENIT).- Ash Wednesday is “an invitation to not let ourselves be chained to material realities, which, however valuable in themselves, are destined to pass away,” according to the Holy Father.... 

Only in God Will We Find Meaning  

The Pope explained that “Lent represents the culminating point of the path of conversion and reconciliation” offered by Jubilee Year. The Church imparts this message with eloquent gestures, such as the imposition of ashes. This age-old ceremony is not an attempt to “make us passively resigned to our destiny,” but, rather, it “resounds for the believer an invitation to not let ourselves be chained to material realities, which, however valuable in themselves, are destined to pass  away.” Therefore, allowing oneself to be “transformed by the grace of conversion and penance,” the believer can aspire to “the bold and peace-giving summits of the supernatural life. Only in God does man fully find himself and discover the ultimate meaning of his existence.”

“....Fasting and abstinence are two additional gestures that characterize these days. The Pope made it very clear that these are not “mere external observance or ritual fulfillment, but are eloquent signs of a necessary change of life. First of all, fasting and abstinence fortify the Christian person in the struggle against evil and for the service of the Gospel. In fasting and penance, the believer is asked to renounce goods and legitimate material satisfaction, in order to acquire better interior freedom. This disposes us to listen attentively to the Word of God and to give generous assistance to our brothers in need.”

Solidarity

According to the Pontiff, fasting and abstinence must “be accompanied by gestures of solidarity towards those suffering and going through difficult times. In this way penance becomes a sharing with the marginalized and needy.”  [All are called] “to show in a concrete way Christ’s love for those of his brothers deprived of life’s necessities, victims of hunger, violence and injustice.”

“I ask the Lord that every Christian may feel profoundly, in this...Lenten season, his responsibility to be reconciled with God, himself and his brothers,” John Paul II concluded. “This is the road on which the wish for full communion of all Christ’s disciples will be realized. May we quickly reach the time when, thanks to the prayer and faithful witness of Christians, the world recognizes Jesus as its only Savior and, believing in Him, obtains peace.”

Jim Sedlak Visits Albuquerque

by Jim Simon

Did you know that abortion clinics around the country are being shutdown by prayerful pro-lifers?  Did you know that in 1994 Planned Parenthood had 938 abortuaries in the US, but that in 2001 they have only 857?  Did you also know that $179,000,000 of our tax dollars went to Planned Parenthood!?!  These facts and much more were part of pro-life activist Jim Sedlak’s presentation to a gathering of over 50 people at the Radisson Inn (airport) on January 15, 2001.

Jim Sedlak was an accomplished executive with IBM when he realized that people were being genocidally eliminated.  Unborn babies were not only being murdered, but they were being killed by their own parents in often torturous and inhumane “procedures.”  As a result of embracing the truth - the truth that sets us free - he founded STOPP (Stop Planned Parenthood, www.all.org/stopp/index.htm). Jim Sedlak realized, as we all must, that Planned Parenthood is the head of the abortion industry dragon.

As part of his presentation, Mr. Sedlak began with an in-depth review of a truly courageous organization called American Life League (ALL).  ALL, founded by Judie Brown, has been effectively fighting the abortion industry for over twenty years.  Many of the pro-life organizations with which you may be familiar, including Human Life International, Rock for Life, Rachel’s Vineyard, World Youth Alliance and Jim Sedlak’s STOPP, are ALL affiliates.  In fact, ALL is now gearing up to provide us pro-life warriors a base camp from which we can wage the battle.  ALL is preparing to build the Culture of Life Campus in Stafford, Virginia.  The mission of ALL’s proposed campus will be “to preserve, present and pass on the truth to future generations of pro-life leaders.”  [For more information on how you can contribute to this noble undertaking, call 1-888-546-2580 or check it out on the web (www.all.org).]

Mr. Sedlak also outlined three essential tactics in the war against abortion.  First, we must have, as a minimum, a weekly presence in front of the abortuary; this provides a reminder to the public that abortions are taking place inside, it casts Planned Parenthood as ‘controversial’ in the eyes of the community, it adds to the strain and uneasiness already felt by the abortuary staff, and it takes away their confidentiality (especially for teenagers seeking abortions).  For more information on local efforts to stop Planned Parenthood’s ‘killing fields’ on San Mateo, call Project Life’s Philip Leahy (293-4547).

Second, Mr. Sedlak reminded us that Planned Parenthood survives by getting access to our kids (especially our daughters) and by getting access to government funding.  When’s the last time you asked the YWCA, the Girl Scouts, the 4H Club or the Big Sister Program whether they allow our youth to be exposed to Planned Parenthood “counselors” or their materials?  You’d be surprised how much the dark side has infiltrated many of these organizations.  As for funding, perhaps you wouldn’t be surprised to know that not only federal dollars, but state, county and city funds are supplementing Planned Parenthood (an ostensibly non-profit organization)!

Thirdly, Mr. Sedlak emphasized the need for education.  We must not only fight the good fight (by order of Saint Paul) with regard to preaching the Gospel of Life to our parents, our siblings, our colleagues and our priests.  We must evangelize our youth as well.  That’s where the heroic virtue of people like Jim Sedlak comes in - thank God!  And that’s where people like you and me must step up and be counted.  In the words of His Holiness, Pope John Paul II, “If you want peace, work for justice.  If you want justice, defend life.  If you want life, embrace the truth - truth revealed by God.” 

A Prayer for President Bush

President Bush:  On Wednesday, December 13 you asked me and my fellow Americans to pray for you.  Fr. Frank Pavone of Priests for Life asked me to send you this note assuring you of the fact that I will pray for you over these next four years.  Back in May, you said to the Catholic Press Association: “A truly welcoming society must be a culture of life....We must appreciate the dignity of life in all its seasons...and look toward the day when every child, born and unborn, is welcome in life and protected in law.” I am praying that God will use YOU to help bring about that “culture of life” where “every child, born and unborn, is welcome in life and protected in law.”  May He give you the courage you will need to withstand the attacks of those who fail to recognize the sanctity of human life.  May He give you the wisdom you will need to convince enough lawmakers to enact laws that will protect God’s  innocent little ones.  And may He give you the strength you will need to hold fast to your commitment.  God bless you, Mr. President.  In Jesus’ Name we pray.  Amen.

BISHOP SAYS CHURCH MAY HAVE TO RETHINK TAX-EXEMPT STATUS

Sees Limits on Free Speech

ARLINGTON, Virginia, JAN. 16, 2001 (ZENIT.org) 

Retired Bishop Thomas J. Welsh suggested that the time may come when the  Church has to say it will give up its tax-exempt status, since “our message isn’t getting out.”

In an interview with the Arlington Catholic Herald, the founding bishop of the Arlington Diocese, also expressed frustration at the voting pattern of most Catholics in the United States during the recent election.

“I find it most alarming because in this election there was a clear-cut choice,” he said. “We had the experience of the last eight years of the  political consequences of a pro-abortion government – all the things that they can do at the local, national and international levels.”

The bishop, who is also the former ordinary of the Diocese of Allentown, 

Pennsylvania, was troubled not only by hypocritical citizens but also by politicians.

“What disturbs me, then, is the politician, man or woman, who wants to have it both ways,” he told the Herald. “They say, ‘I’m a Catholic,’ then espouse all sorts of things that the Catholic Church says are wrong.”

He lamented that the Church is constrained in what it is allowed to say by its tax-exempt status. He noted lawsuits have been filed costing the Church  hundreds of thousands of dollars to defend, centering on stripping the tax  status of the Church based on charges that it is too political.

The bishop suggested that the time might come when the Church will give up its tax-exempt status in order to be able to speak more freely. He noted his speech was restricted saying, “But with the responsibility of being a bishop, I can’t speak as a private citizen anymore. I would like to. I should be able to.”

“The Lord didn’t say, ‘I’m with you all the time, except on some major issues,’” he noted. “The Church is supposed to be guiding people on a day-to-day basis on how to get to heaven. ... We are saying this (abortion) is intrinsically evil. There’s no time for anybody at any place to have an abortion and say, ‘this is right.’ It’s always, always wrong.”

See the interview at: http://www.catholicherald.com/articles/taxexempt.htm
 Pro-life News

Saga of the Bubble Zone Ordinance Continues:  Despite City Council’s rejection of Planned Parenthood’s “Bubble Zone” ordinance, Albuquerque’s  Mayor Baca has reintroduced an even more Draconian effort to limit pro-lifers’ freedom of speech and protest.  

The new proposal, called the Safe Passage and Privacy Ordinance, would prohibit demonstrations within 100 feet of any medical facility.  

Sherry Dib of Project Life said that no bubble zone ordinance will “stop any person who is intent on breaking the law, but it will stop [Project Life] from offering alternatives to pregnant women who are seeking abortions.”

Anyone wishing to support Project Life can contact Sherry Dib at 286-1655.

Pro-Abortion Litmus Test? A spokeswoman for the US Catholic bishops’ pro-life secretariat has said that attempts to block pro-life cabinet nominees amount to   “pro-abortion McCarthyism”. Cathy Cleaver, director of  planning and information at the bishops’ Secretariat for Pro-Life Activities, criticized those who were opposing President-elect George W. Bush’s cabinet nominees [such as Senator John Ashcroft] on the basis of their supposed pro-life views. 

She asked in a statement: “When did a belief in the inalienable right to life  become grounds for denying people the   opportunity to serve their country?” [CNS, 17 January]

Archbishop Gives Permission for Chapel: Archbishop Michael Sheehan has given Project Life permission to establish a small chapel near the San Mateo Planned Parenthood abortion clinic.  To send funds for the  chapel Tabernacle and  to obtain information about times and location of the chapel, call Valerie Lubitz at 293-8006.          

Classes in “Feminist Magical Tradition” Held on New Mexican Church Property

by Stephanie Block

albuquerque, nm  Flyers distributed at the Harwood Center this autumn invited women and men to six Sunday classes at the Center for Action and Contemplation, which is situated on the property of Holy Family parish in southwest Albuquerque. The classes were on “Elements of Magic in the Reclaiming Tradition.” 

The flyer explained that “Reclaiming is a feminist magical tradition which reveres the earth and promotes justice – made famous by Starhawk’s many books.  The Spiral Dance will be used in this class.”

One enthusiastic participant in a Gettysburg College workshop given by Starhawk describes the Spiral Dance:  “...[S]he taught us a simple song and led us in the Spiral Dance: Weave and spin, weave and spin/ this is how our work begins/ Mend and heal, mend and heal,/take the dream and make it real. The Spiral Dance is a blend of song and movement that gives every person a chance to look into the faces of the  others.  In a pattern both simple and complex, we were led dancing and singing into the center where we converged around the candle.  There our voices and good intentions had  created a cone of energy that was  thick in the air. We were urged to  draw some into our lives, and the rest was returned to the Earth to heal and replenish her.” [Guy McCarthy,  “Weaving the Spiral Dance,”  earthlight! magazine, issue #10, 1988]

The sense of magic behind this description is not accidental.   Starhawk is a self-professed witch who spoke openly at the Gettysburg College workshop of “our wiccan heritage...lost through  centuries of fear and persecution.”  Her books are suggested reading at the Celtic Connection’s online page about Wicca and Witchcraft.  

One website for the aspirant of the Gaia Tradition describes “five levels of recognition” and the ceremonies that mark it. The candidate for the first degree, that of “witch,” undergoes three kinds of training: “First the student goes through a course of study that covers Paganism, Wicca in general, and the Gaia Tradition specifically.  For the work of the first degree, the student reads books such as the public parts of this Book of Shadows and The Spiral Dance by Starhawk, and receives one on one instruction in Wiccan teachings.” [ www.gaia-web.org/gaia-wicca/teaching/levels.html]

Fr. Mitchell Pacwa, S.J. provides additional detail about Starhawk and her thought.  She is on the staff of Matthew Fox’s Institute for Culture and Creation Spirituality (Fox is a Dominican priest who began a movement of “creation-centered spirituality” and established the Institute for Culture and Creation Spirituality. The Vatican silenced Fox in 1988, but he has obstinately persisted in his work, operating through the Episcopal church).  Pacwa writes that “...Starhawk’s wiccan religion of the goddess is explicitly pantheistic (all is ‘god’) and monistic (all is ‘one’).  [Rev. Mitchell Pacwa, S.J., “Catholicism for the New Age:Matthew Fox and Creation-Centered Spirituality,” Christian Research Journal, Fall 1992, p. 14, giving an analysis of Starhawk, The Spiral Dance: A Rebirth of the Ancient Religion of the Goddess, 10th Anniversary edition, revised and updated, (San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1989) 10-11, 22, 23, 27.]

The Center for Action and Contemplation has conducted numerous workshops given by practitioners of “alternative” spiritualities.  Several of these are scheduled for 2001. Zen teacher Dr. Ruben Habito (S.J.) will be leading parts of a Center retreat in March that “will begin with three days instruction and practice in contemplative prayer, including both Eastern and Western spirituality...”  The retreat will include a half day of “meditation and yoga.”  A “Women’s Journey into Justice” Conference will be led by radical, dissident feminists Edwina Gateley and Megan McKenna in July.  Interested participants in the conference, as well as Fr. Richard Rohr’s May “Rite of Passage for Men,”  must complete “a simple application process...to discern if the candidate is ready for this experience.”  [Center for Action and Contemplation 2001 Calendar, Radical Grace, Nov-Dec 2000]
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