[image: image1.png]



“In accord with the knowledge, competence, and preeminence which they possess, [lay people] have the right and even at times a duty to manifest to the sacred pastors their opinion on matters which pertain to the good of the Church, and they have a right to make their opinion known to the other Christian faithful, with due regard to the integrity of faith and morals and reverence toward their pastors and consideration for the common good and dignity of persons.” [Catechism of the Catholic Church 907; Code of canon Law Can. 212 §3] 
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Reisman Advises Catholic Church to Sue the Sex Experts 
“Treatments” were flawed from the start

By Karl Maurer 

     As the sex scandal in the Catholic Church continues to unfold, the most shocking aspect is not so much the abuse itself, but that molester priests were repeatedly given access to children, even after they were known to be child molesters. While the Bishops are in a large part responsible for the sex scandal in the church, there is a growing body of evidence pointing to an enormous fraud perpetrated on the Catholic Church by so-called sex “experts” who consulted to the Bishops and allegedly “treated” sex abuser priests. 

     What if these “experts”, who claimed that child molesting priests could be reformed and then repatriated to their parishes, weren’t really experts at all? What if they were quack doctors, who believed there was fundamentally nothing wrong with adult/child sexually contact? What if their so-called treatments never showed success, and in fact were never intended to stop child sexual abuse? 

     This is the thesis advanced by Dr. Judith Reisman, Ph.D., who believes that the entire field of sexology, established by the notorious Dr. Alfred Kinsey, is a fraud. Dr. Reisman also believes that the so-called treatments given to predator priests in Kinsey inspired therapy sessions were so grossly ineffective, that the Catholic Church and the victims of clerical sexual abuse have a legal claim against these sex clinics for medical malpractice. She is currently consulting with several attorneys regarding class action suits whereby the Catholic laity can seek damages. 

     Dr. Reisman, Ph.D. visited Chicago in November to discuss these issues and the second edition of her landmark book, Kinsey: Crimes and Consequences at the invitation of Catholic Citizens of Illinois, a lay group founded in 1996 which offers a monthly luncheon and speaker forum open to the public. 

     After completing her doctorate studies in mass communication in 1980, Dr. Reisman entered an investigation into Dr. Kinsey.  In 1998, she published the first edition of Kinsey: Crimes and Consequences, which exposed Dr. Kinsey, for the first time, as an academic fraud and a bi/homosexual responsible for massive child molestation. 

     Long before the Catholic Church made the headlines for the child abuse scandals, Dr. Alfred Kinsey, the so-called father of the Sexual Revolution, was quietly employing child abusers and homosexuals as researchers. In spite of the fact that Kinsey was a bi/homosexual, criminally responsible for massive child molestation, and an academic fraud, he obtained the financial backing of the notorious Rockefeller Foundation. Kinsey’s research was ultimately used to eliminate laws that banned pornography and sexual deviancy in all fifty states. In the process, he ignited the Sexual Revolution of the Sixties. Kinsey was so influential on American culture that in 1989 the National Research Council pronounced that American society could be divided into “Pre- and Post Kinsey” eras. 

     Dr. Reisman’s investigation has revealed that the Institute for Sex Research at Indiana University (“IU”), led by Dr. Kinsey, was responsible for the criminal sexual abuse of over 300 infants and children, the results of which were published in Kinsey’s 1948 report on male sexuality. Dr. Reisman also revealed that Kinsey’s female ‘research’ subjects would have included large numbers of prostitutes, the only women willing to candidly discuss their sex lives with him. For his “normal” male subjects, Kinsey used prison inmates, where homosexuality was rampant. 

     By performing his ‘research’ on a population on children, and men and women who were totally unrepresentative of the larger U.S. population, Kinsey’s results were hopelessly flawed. Not only was Kinsey aware of this fraud, but his financiers at the Rockefeller Foundation were also aware. All parties knew that in the end, the ‘research’ needed to serve as evidence that sex laws needed to be overturned. 

     Dr. Reisman opened her lecture by showing a 1998 video “Kinsey’s Pedophiles,” produced by Britian’s Yorkshire Television. The video was based largely on the results of Dr. Reisman’s findings and documents the existence of known child abusers on Kinsey’s research team, including a Nazi in Germany who had abused imprisoned children during World War II. As of this time, no public television station in the United States has shown the program, in spite of being sent copies, and in contrast to the openly pro-gay programming frequently aired on public television. 

     Dr. Reisman noted that, “the members of the Catholic Church have a unique opportunity during this catastrophic challenge to help the entire nation to pull itself out of the very tragic place it has fallen into.” In addition to a catastrophic loss of faith within the Church hierarchy, the hidden source of the current child sexual abuse scandal “is the constant stream of immorality in the media and popular culture that has polluted the nation and the Church. The main source of the sexual scandal today is Dr. Kinsey’s sexual revolution.” 

     Dr. Reisman pointed out that the media’s use of the term ephebophilia to describe the abuse by priests is an intentionally misleading manipulation of language. “The main problem has been priests having sex with boys. Ephebophilia can by definition be heterosexual or homosexual assault. What we see today are almost exclusively homosexual assaults of boys, ‘pederasty’, and it has a long history. Ephebophilia has no validity in terms of what is taking place in the Catholic Church.” 

     “The idea that homosexuality is not about pederasty and abusing boys is not sustained by the data,” said Dr. Reisman. “One of the most notorious lesbian activists, Camille Paglia, noted how ridiculous it is that the American public is being conned into believing homosexuality is not about boys. Maintaining one’s youth through the sexual abuse of boys, that is the history of homosexuality going back to the ancient Greeks.” 

     As for the current propaganda alleging children are ‘born gay’, Dr. Reisman stated, “There are no scientific data confirming children are born homosexual. Historically and cross-culturally, the data confirm the exact opposite, that homosexuality is environmentally created and can be reversed.” However, cautioned Dr. Reisman, in cases of pederasty, pedophilia, and other forms of sexual child abuse, there are no data confirming reversal or rehabilitation, as the recent experiences of the Catholic Church have demonstrated. 

     A publication by the North American Man Boy Love Association, co-found by the notorious Boston child molester Rev. Paul Shanley, cited Kinsey as the father of the pedophile and pederast movements. The article stated, “Gay liberationists in general, and boy lovers in particular, should know Kinsey’s work and hold it dear. Implicit in Kinsey is the struggle we fight today.” 

Dr. Reisman highlighted the recent statements of Bishop Fabian Bruskewitz, who has insisted, “questions should be asked about the clinics and treatment centers used by Bishops, and the faulty counsel by various kinds of sexologists, psychologists and other assorted ‘experts’ who advised recycling predatory priests.” 

     In response to Bishop Bruskewitz’s call, Dr. Reisman has developed a proposal mapping out the legal strategy for suing the “treatment centers” that accepted predatory priests fraudulently promising to rehabilitate them. The report was recently hand delivered to Pope John Paul II. “We have to face the fact,” noted Dr. Reisman, “that just as there are closet pederast priests, and even Bishops, there are pederast therapists,” and they have been misleading the Church for decades. As of this date, there has been no response from the Vatican regarding Dr. Reisman’s proposals. 

     Dr. Reisman noted that legal precedence for culpability of therapists for fraudulent malpractice has already established by a $5.7 million award in 1984 against one such center, which had established a record for treating and releasing sexual predators who continued to prey on children after they had been allegedly “cured.” 

     Referencing a growing mountain of evidence, Dr. Reisman declared it a well know fact that for decades parish school children, seminarians and priests in the Catholic Church have been counseled and taught using Kinsey’s perverted and fraudulently derived theories of sexuality. In fact, “They (seminarians) have been taught the Sexual Attitude Restructuring (SAR) process that was created at the Institute for the Study of Advanced Sexuality in San Francisco, which was founded by Dr. Wardell Pomeroy, Dr. Kinsey’s one time lover. Pomeroy who not only endorsed wife-swapping and homosexuality, but has also extolled the virtues of child sex and even bestiality.” 

     We often hear of predatory priests who were “treated in California” and later released. What the media fails to mention is that they were treated at Kinsey-based centers where the ‘experts’ all believe homosexuality is completely natural, and that there is nothing fundamentally wrong with adults who prefer to have sex with children, according to Dr. Reisman. 

     In fact, notes Dr. Reisman, Kinsey’s ‘research’ was not designed to simply liberate America from outdated and restrictive sexual morality, which is a common misconception. “Kinsey meant to undermine the legal protections for the institution of marriage,” writes Reisman in her book, and the legal legacy of Kinsey’s efforts is an accelerating descent of our culture into pornography, protected by a perversion of laws governing freedom of speech. 

     “ The “Sex Offenses” section defining “normal sexuality” of The Model Penal Code of the American Law Institute (“ALI”) that changed all our sex laws was 100% the work of Dr. Alfred Kinsey,” Reisman noted. “The ALI is the educational arm of the American Bar Association (“ABA”) which educates our lawyers. If you are being taught fraud in your law school, via Dr. Kinsey, how can one be expected to go into a courtroom and argue effectively?” It was the introduction of Kinsey’s sexology ‘findings’ into major law schools, via the ALI Model Penal Code, which began the process of repealing state laws, according to Dr. Reisman. 

     Kinseyites in all the top the law schools, according to Dr. Reisman, published law review articles demanding we lighten our allegedly repressive sex laws. “It was a small cabal of lawyers, psychologists, and Kinsey,” said Reisman. “These people went about quietly, state by state, creating commission reports on sex that were forwarded to the state legislatures. The legislatures then responded by implementing the ALI/MPC recommendations. Prostitution, contributing to the delinquency of a minor, sodomy, all of these laws crumbled when Kinsey’s fraudulent data were presented to state lawmakers.” 

     “Kinsey broke down the structures that were put into place in our society to protect children, women, and the family structure,” Dr. Reisman observes. “ Look at the data regarding sex in the late 1940’s. Abortion was illegal and contraception was difficult to obtain, especially for a single person. If what Kinsey was saying about the commonality of co-habitation, sex out of wedlock, prostitution and promiscuity were true, we would have had epidemic rates of “illegitimacy,” sexually transmitted diseases, rape, and child sexual abuse. In fact, there were no such epidemics, because nonmarital sexual activity simply did not exist on anywhere near the scale Kinsey claimed. 

     Dr. Reisman noted, “Kinsey said he found that children were 100% orgasmic, even babies. 96% of our men are male sex offenders, 50% of husbands and 26% of wives were adulterers, and 90% of all single pregnant girls were having abortions. He claimed that the majority of all American men and women were bi-sexual. Which begs the question -- how does he know all this?” Dr. Reisman speculates that Kinsey’s Midwestern university credentials were critical in suppressing protest. In her book, Dr. Reisman includes public relations photos and campaigns that were used to give the public the impression that Kinsey was an otherwise normal and serious scholar, and the con worked. “Nobody asked how he knew about the children’s orgasms,” noted Dr. Reisman, “because it was assumed that Kinsey’s university research was scientific, and guess what? It wasn’t scientific at all. It was fraud!” 

     “What’s the fallout?” asks Reisman, “Just look around. If law and society say that out of wedlock births are OK and sadomasochism or bestiality are just alternative lifestyles, how can law and society say that any kind of obscenity is wrong? You can’t make pornography illegal if its OK for people to be doing anything they want outside of marriage. If that’s the case, then why isn’t it OK to simply photograph and sell it?” 

     How does all this relate to the Catholic Church? 

     “The human sexuality disciples of Alfred Kinsey today counsel the Catholic Church,” warned Dr. Reisman. “They train its children as future nuns, priests, brothers and bishops and they are Kinseyans, without question.” 

     Kinsey disciple, Dr. Fred Berlin, from Johns Hopkins University, has been a major advisor to the Catholic Church since 1985, when he was identified as an expert in the treatment of pedophiles. Dr. Berlin was recommended to the National Council of Catholic Bishops (“NCCB”) in a document known as the Peterson/Doyle Report, which has been cited as a warning of child sexual abuse by Catholic priests that was ignored by the NCCB. 

The problem with the report is that it recommended the Bishops turn over all of their problem priests to sexual treatment centers, specifying Johns Hopkins, which was based entirely on the perverted and fraudulent treatment methods of Kinsey. While it is often said that the Bishops did not act on this report, it is clear that indeed they did send pedopriests to these centers for repair, or cures. 

     Both Dr. Berlin and Dr. John Money had been recommended to the Bishops by the authors of the Peterson/Doyle Report. (Peterson later died of AIDS.) Peterson wrote, “Drs. Money and Berlin are considered by me and most people in the field as the two U.S. experts (and are) mental health professionals with good success in the treatment of such disorders.” According to Dr. Reisman, Berlin and Money are peddling Kinsey’s bogus sex science. 

     Dr. Berlin himself has stated publicly that he would not turn over predatory child molesters to the police. In fact, in1988 the Maryland press reported there were at least 8 men accused of sexually abusing children under the care of Dr. Berlin. “Dr. Berlin has served as a witness for sadistic sex offenders, and has testified in court that such men cannot control their sexual barbarism,” observed Dr. Reisman. “But these deviants have no difficulty controlling their lust when they are in front of parents or legal authorities.” 

    Dr. Reisman noted that, “Dr. John Money has written in the Journal of Paedophilia that sex between men and boys is a perfectly viable activity, it’s really good for the boys, and he says he would never report a pedophile (to the police). This is the man in charge of training and curing priests!” Dr. Money also claimed that the Johns Hopkins clinic was not created to repair sex offenders but to give “lee-way for judges,” as an alternative to jail. 

     In fact, Peterson’s assessment of Money and Berlin’s success was false. They had demonstrated no success in ‘curing’ child abusers. Another Johns Hopkins and Kinsey influenced ‘expert’ who impacts the Catholic Church is Dr. Paul McHugh. Dr. McHugh was appointed by United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (“USCCB”) leader Bishop Wilton Gregory to the Catholic oversight board responsible for overseeing the implementation of various sexual abuse reforms. His role on the board is stated to have been to provide expert advice on the psychological treatment of clerics accused of sexually abusing children. 

     In a story critical of Johns Hopkins ‘treatment’ of pedophile priests, the Maryland press revealed that Dr. Berlin had been subverting the child abuse reporting required by state law with the full approval of his boss, Dr. Paul McHugh. Dr. McHugh was in charge of the treatment center at Johns Hopkins when Dr. Money was forcing boy patients at Johns Hopkins to engage in incestuous child pornography, which was revealed in the book As Nature Made Him, a book about trans-gendered operations performed at Johns Hopkins. 

     “I don’t want to impugn the Bishops,” said Dr. Reisman. “One of the reasons I focus on the Peterson /Doyle report is because I believe that document intentionally mislead the Catholic Church. This document told the Bishops to turn over all of their pederast priests to professionals (The Peterson/Doyle Report) claimed they could cure the child abusing priests knowing they couldn’t. Whether Father Doyle understood this reality is another question. On the less generous side, just as we have closet pederasts in therapy profession, we have closet pederasts among the bishops. The problem is that these pederast bishops can influence other bishops and as a result, compromise the entire structure. In the end, there’s simply no justification for Paul McHugh being on an advisory board designed to curb child sexual abuse.” 

     The Peterson/Doyle report also said, quoted Dr. Reisman, that, “the Catholic Church had to get away from its “extreme moral judgmentalism” and the only way was to transfer the sex offenders to specialized clinics, so they could be trained and repatriated. But you can’t very well train and repatriate a pederast priest if you believe that pederasty is OK, can you?” 

Kinsey’s influence on the Catholic Church is far deeper than the bogus treatment facilities responsible for recycling predator priests. The Kinsey Institute is the curator of the ‘science’ Kinsey created, and responsible for spreading it. To the extent that Kinsey’s views on sex have been nearly universally accepted as truth, they have infiltrated public and private schools, and even been introduced into U.S. seminaries. 

     In his best selling book, Goodbye Good Men, author Michael Rose records the testimony of dozens of seminarians exposed to radical programs featuring hard core pornography while they were in the seminary. Remarkably, these programs continue in seminaries all over the world. Dr. Reisman contacted Rose after reading his book to make sure Rose was aware that these programs were products of the Kinsey Institute, and specifically, the Sexual Attitude Restructuring (SAR) program. The SAR as shown in Kinsey training centers is a barrage of pornography on multiple screens, which is consistent with the programs described by shocked seminarians. In addition to seminarians, hundreds of orthodox priests who have been adjudged as “too rigid” have been forced to enter SAR programs at indoctrination centers across the country. 

     Just how has the Sexual Revolution spawned by Kinsey changed our culture? Dr. Reisman cited the statistics recently released by the U.S. Department of Justice. From 1976 to 1999 there has been a 1,311% increase in child sexual abuse. Roughly 400,000 children are prostituted annually in the United States. 67% of all reported sex abuse victims are children, and 34% of those children are under 12 years of age. 64% of all forced sodomy victims are boys under the age of 12 and age 4 is the most common age. 

     In 1999 the US Department of Justice reported 58,200 cases of non-family child abductions, two thirds reporting sexual abuse. 35% of these kidnappings were of boys, commonly abducted and sexually abused by homosexual men, who represent only 2% of the total population, according to Dr. Reisman. 

     Dr. Reisman concluded, “The ultimate source of the child sex abuse scandal in the Church can only be understood by studying Alfred Kinsey, the bisexual, pornographically obsessed pederast guru, and his disciples who currently counsel church and secular leaders.” (
Karl Maurer is the President of Aquinas Consulting, CPA’s and Management Consultants, and is the Vice President of Catholic Citizens of Illinois (www.catholiccitizens.org). He may be reached at karl@aquinconsult.com. 

For more information about Dr. Reisman, see www.drjudithreisman.org. To order a copy of Kinsey: Crimes and Consequences, do so at the website or call, The Institute for Media Education at 1-800-476-0975. 

Annual Pro-life Pilgrimage Walk

Triumphal march into the Holy City commemorated by faithful Catholics

By Stephanie Block

      Tired children and at least one great grandmother made the six-mile walk from area churches to Our Lady of Guadalupe Mission Church in Los Chavez on Palm Sunday.  The pilgrimage brought together pro-lifers from Our Lady of Belen, San Clemente parish in Los Lunas, Immaculate Conception in Tomé, individuals from Albuquerque, and members of the Society of Our Lady of the Most Holy Trinity.  The group offered Prayers of the Unborn Jesus Apostolate, including the Precious Blood Way of the Cross, venerated the Blessed Sacrament and was given Benediction by Deacon Rudy Zamora of Belen.

      “The Messiah, the Christ of the Lord, and His Church, celebrate His triumphant entry into the Holy City of Jerusalem each Palm Sunday,” said Manuel Rodriguez, who walked with the Belen pilgrims.  Rodriguez is Director the Life League of New Mexico, Vice President of Pharmacists for Life of New Mexico and President of the Respect Life Committee at Our Lady of Belen.  “So we, in Valencia County, commemorate this triumph with our 3rd annual walk for life. ”

     The Knights of Columbus of Belen, Council 2673, supported the pilgrims with refreshments and, in some cases, transportation, along the 6-7 mile walk.  Pilgrims recalled fondly the words of encouragement from Grand Knight Vincente Sisneros, Deputy Grand Knight Dennis Seorey, and Dene Bush: “You’re making good time…Don’t worry.  You’ll be there for the 3:00 prayer service.”

     Afterwards, Cassaundra and Jacob Armijo and a generous group of couples from Our Lady of Guadalupe Mission Church provided a beautiful arrangement of fresh fruit, drinks, cheese and crackers.

    Ann Martinez, coordinator of the event, would like to see the pilgrimage grow.  “Next year, plans are being made for another Palm Sunday pilgrimage.  We’d like to reach out to more people in Albuquerque and Santa Fe.  We’d like to see this become as much a New Mexico tradition as the pilgrimage to Chimayo because we need to draw people to Our Lady of Guadalupe who is the patroness of the unborn.  She will bring unity to families, hope to all people, and will be the vehicle through which abortion and euthanasia are defeated.”  (
CASPER, THE FRIENDLY GHOST
The Nature of Spirit in Catholicism and New Age Gnosticism

By Marie P. Loehr © 2003


See to it that no one deceives you by philosophy and vain deceit, according


to the elements of the world and not according to Christ . . .







--Paul, Colossians 2:8

     As we noted last month, “Gnostics, ancient and current, put instinct and imagination before intellect and ideas….They claim authority by the direct and personal inspiration of Spirit as Sophia. They re-vitalize the ancient gnostic dualism that sees flesh as mere constraint and spirit as freedom.”

     Lucifer is the Original Gnostic. He refuses to surrender to God’s order. He refuses to accept constraint.  In Eden, he encourages Adam and Eve in the exact same sin. Original Sin is a sin of pride in its origin, and a sin of disobedience in its act. Even more, it denies God. It refuses God’s order. It refuses the constraints of human union of a spiritual soul with a material body in one person. The temptation presented is “to be as gods.” In ancient terms this means to be as angels, pure spirits.

     Gnosticism repeats this original temptation and fall. It seeks direct knowledge of the spiritual and of power to manipulate it for personal or material ends. Catholicism seeks God above all, in personal prayer and public liturgy, always mediated through the Church. God is our focus. In Catholic prayer we bow in adoration of God. We bow in contrition for our sins. We bow in thanksgiving for His gifts. We bow in supplication for His active presence in our lives--always prefaced, consciously or unconsciously, with “Thy will, not mine, be done.” 

     Gnostic prayer focuses on the desire for power or goods, relies one way or another on manipulation of spirit and its effects by means of various “magical” techniques. It requires cessation of thought, and emptying of the mind, its counterfeit of the Catholic  “prayer of quiet.” This method does not focus on God or seek His presence. It focuses on blankness, nothingness, void, emptying the conscious self, in keeping with its pursuit of the intuitive and hidden. Again, the aim of Gnostic prayer and practice is to gain secret knowledge of spiritual truths, systems, and power for personal gain and satisfaction. It is androcentric, focused on the human person, focused on “me” or  “us.” Catholic prayer is focused on God and His ends, His will, His purpose.

     Some of the confusion for many Catholics who embrace New Age techniques, thinking to reconcile them with Catholic liturgy and spirituality, is due to this difference in emphasis. Gnosticism and Catholicism have irreconcilable differences in their understanding of the nature of spirit and sin. We might ask which comes first in the New Age error, the denial of sin as Christ teaches it or the delusion regarding the nature of spirit?  To understand the basic difference between Catholicism and New Age Gnosticism, we must first understand this perception of the nature of spirit, diametrically opposed to Catholicism. Too many of us think that Casper is always a friendly ghost. “If it’s spirit, hey, it’s got to be good!” Right?

     Wrong!

     Our first problem is that we experience the body as solidly visible. Like Hamlet, most of us probably do wish “Oh, that this too, too solid flesh would melt….”  For some of us that’s just a matter of dieting! But for many of us it’s a real hankering back to the Original Sin. If we could just get rid of this body, we’d be in seventh heaven. Thanks to Original Sin, body and spirit don’t work in union any more. Paul sums this up when he groans “the good I will, I do not do; the evil I do not will, I do.” Some of us think we could eliminate all those sins of our wayward flesh, if we could just be free of the body. If we were god-like, we would do all sorts of benevolent, glorious things to help and to heal. Christ puts that delusion to rest when He reminds us that sin does not begin in the flesh. It begins in mind and heart, i.e., in the spirit--as Christ says in Mark 7:18-23. Lucifer is pure spirit, after all, and still he fell “like lightning” from heaven. 

     Our second problem is that spirit is invisible, inaccessible to our bodily senses. This leads us to all sorts of misconceptions. Many people seem to equate invisibility with amorphousness. Spirit for many of us is an amoeboid fog, a tenuous sort of silly putty. Like silly putty, it can be manipulated, twisted, stretched, imprinted into whatever we desire it to be. We suppose that solid matter is what gives shape and form to vaporous spirit.

     In fact, adamas* spirit is what gives shape and form to amoeboid matter.

     We know this from simple experience. When the spirit leaves its body at death, what happens? The body disintegrates into a formless mass of particles and sub-particles. We even treat the body as plastic, malleable, when we alter it for cosmetic purposes, or mutilate it to make a statement, or even--however legitimately--transplant organs to regain health. It’s the body that is silly putty. Spirit is not.

     Our third problem is that we think or feel that all spirit IS good. But the Church teaches that only God is all-good and just as there are good men and evil men, so there are good spirits and evil spirits.  For many reasons, the fallen angels envy and resent humanity. They are not good spirits. They seek to destroy us, actively and intensely. They retain all the powers of spiritual being--vast intellectual capacity and fixed will--however warped by their refusal of God.  Practitioners of both ancient and alchemical magic knew that unconfined spirits, admittedly fallen, could kill. Thus they used rigid rituals and the cage of the pentacle for protection from the maliciousness of such spirits.

     C.S. Lewis reminds us in That Hideous Strength that the ancient gods of the pagans, shamans and magicians were in fact fallen angels worshipped as gods, as their rites of sympathetic magic and ritual human sacrifice reveal. Today, these ancient gods and rituals surface again in New Age gnosticism, and all its offshoots--including religious feminism in Call to Action, Women’s Ordination Conference, Woman-church and Wicca.

     The First Commandment says “I am the Lord thy God, thou shalt not have strange gods before me.”  New Age Gnosticism and its “spirituality” are idolatry, however disguised, a serious sin against the First Commandment. Worse, Casper is not always a friendly ghost! The devil can come as an angel of light, after all. Let us, as Catholics, look to the great saints like Teresa of Avila and Thérèse of Lisieux, or spiritual directors like Francis de Sales and Père de Caussade, to practice a more active spiritual discernment. Let us follow in their sure footsteps along the “strait and narrow” Way who is Christ, rather than in modern heterodox gurus’ “spiral dance” of labyrinthine ways. (
* Greek for diamond

 Mythology at Pius

By Stephanie Block

Honest, I don’t make up this stuff.  Student Outreach at Pius X High School distributed – not for the first time – a handout titled “The Myths” to a freshman study hall.  Among the “myths” and “facts” offered to Catholic students are:

· 5  Myth: Gays and lesbians are obsessed with sex and usually promiscuous.

Fact: Not any more so than the general population.
What is the basis for this supposed myth-debunking “fact?” Numerous studies have demonstrated the significant emotional difficulties of those in the homosexual lifestyle.  These emotional difficulties include widespread promiscuity, substance abuse disorders, depression and hopelessness, and an inability to maintain commitment in a relationship. (See Thomas Schmidt, Straight and Narrow by (Intervarsity Press, 1995)

· 6  Myth: All a gay man or lesbian needs to be “cured” is a good sexual experience with a member of the opposite sex.

Fact: Sexual experience does not determine orientation.  It is the ability to fall in love with someone of the same sex.  It is important to tell kids that experimentation with the same gender does not mean that one is gay or lesbian, and that people cannot choose their orientation.
· 10 Myth: A person chooses to be gay or lesbian and therefore can be “cured.”

Fact: It is not likely someone would choose such a difficult life.  Most adult gays and lesbians say they’ve always felt different from others.  Numerous studies show that by age 4 or 5 sexual orientation  has been determined.  During puberty, this orientation is discovered by the adolescent.  Adults need to help the adolescent integrate sexual orientation into their lives, be it homosexuality or heterosexuality.
The red herring of “a good sexual experience” was not the real point of “myth/fact” set #6.  The real point is to be found in the last line, where it says: “people cannot choose their orientation.”  This point is reinforced by “myth/fact” set #10.  The student is left with the impression that homosexuality is not something one can change. 

What the students are not told is that because homosexuality is not simply genetic, but linked to social and parental influences – including certain family patterns, same-sex peer problems, childhood molestation, and peer labeling – it is subject to modification through counseling or psychotherapy.

“Today, new studies place the homoerotic drive in better perspective by showing us that it originates from the search for health and wholeness. Many homosexuals are attracted to other men and their maleness because they are striving to complete their own gender identification. From this perspective, we now better understand the nature of the homosexual person's struggle. And with this understanding, we can offer more than tolerance, but--for those who seek it--hope for healing. More than civil rights, we can offer a way toward wholeness.” Joseph Nicolosi, Ph.D., Reparative Therapy of Male Homosexuality (New Jersey: Jason Aronson, Inc., 1991.)
· 8 Myth: Gays/lesbians molest children.

Fact: 95% of all child molestations are against female children done by heterosexual men.
A study from the Family Research Institute analyzed news reports of child molestations between 1989 and 2002.  It determined that 40% involved homosexual molestation, despite the fact that homosexuals account for only 2-10% of the general population.  (Family Research Report, Jan-Feb 2003)

·  13 Myth: Gay men and lesbians are incapable of creating and maintaining stable relationships.

Fact: Research shows that same sex couples can have stable relationships and can be excellent parents.
Whether a given couple is capable of stability ignores the very real problem that “the married and cohabiting general American population presents a striking contrast in sexual/relational fidelity to the ‘open’ nature of gay relationships, even those characterized as ‘monogamous.’ Gay lifestyles appear to be much more promiscuous than ‘straights.’ There appears to be a marked transitoriness in both gay and lesbian relational patterns, and a great deal more sheer sexual preoccupation”. Robert T. Michael, John H. Gagnon, Edward O. Laumann and Gina Kolata, Sex In America (Boston: Little, Brown & Co., 1994).

What is going on here?  Not only does this handout contradict scientific knowledge and sociological reality, but it offends basic Catholic teaching that homosexuality is disordered.    

Someone at Pius has an agenda.  

Another Response to Scandal

Loving Father, through the gift of your Son you make all things new.  Only in You can sin and scandal be transformed into beauty and glory.

Father, I turn to You as a humble child wanting to let go of my sin and be ever faithful to You.  I also turn to You on behalf of your Church, which is in need of healing and renewal.

Father, bring healing to those who need healing.  Pour out your mercy so that all may know peace, grow in faith, and be ready to embrace your divine Justice. I call on your Holy Spirit to renew my life, the life of my parish, and the life of the universal Church.

Mary, Queen of Peace, pray for us.

Amen.

Women’s Ordination Conference

And the New Mexico Call to Action Stage Protest on the Steps of San Felipe
Using the Feast of the Annunciation as a backdrop for a “World Day of Prayer for Women’s Ordination,” New Mexico Call to Action collaborated with the National Women’s Ordination Conference (WOC) to stage a short prayer service on the steps of Albuquerque’s historic San Felipe.  WOC believes that “ordination of women is a necessary step in the church’s healing process,” after revelations of clergy sexual abuse and hierarchy cover-ups.
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About 20 people at a prayer service for women priests
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Female “celebrant” sporting a priestly stole












