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Stop Drugging the Kids!





Some common sense advice from Grandma





By Mary Ann Kreitzer





It is horrifying to see what we are doing to our children.  They have become guinea pigs for the drug industry and psychiatric social workers.  Is it any wonder so many children (mostly boys) suffer from what educrats call “attention deficit hyperactivity disorder?” (ADHD)


Kids are trained from the playpen by television to have an attention span of minutes or even seconds.  In other words they receive attention deficit training, so ADHD is inevitable.  Kids are programmed for it. Shows like Sesame Street and Electric Company (is that still on?) are rapid-fire skits that only last a minute or two before changing to a new theme, i.e., attention deficit training. Video games are rapid-fire shoot-em ups that get the adrenaline flowing and charge up the fight or flight syndrome, i.e., hyperactivity training.


Add these ingredients to a mix where the school system is sitting the kids down earlier and earlier in regimented classrooms, eliminating recess, putting five-year-olds in all-day kindergarten, and expecting the kids to sit still and pay attention and learn to read before they're six. Well...that might work for some little girls who have small motor skills and like arts and crafts and attention to detail, but it's a disaster for energetic little boys. And some want to make pre-school mandatory!  Let the kids play for heaven's sake! Many in my generation never went to kindergarten.  We didn't miss anything.  In Catholic schools we had large classes and no child was ever left behind. There wasn't a kid in my class who didn't learn to read by second grade.


We are a culture out of its mind with regard to children.  We murder the little ones in the womb and make the lucky ones who survive doll objects.  The tiniest babies are stuck in day care centers ripping them away from mama and damaging their ability to bond with others later in life.  We put them at younger and younger ages and for longer and longer hours in schools with before and after school daycare. Some children see their parents only a few hours a day and mostly the kids hear, “Hurry up...we're late...let's go...do your homework?...it's time for bed.” How many families never eat a sit-down meal together?


Is it any wonder that children are paying the price?


I consider myself an early education expert without having one course in the field.  My husband and I got plenty of on-the-job training!  We raised five children.  Now we are helping them raise our fourteen (so far) grandchildren.  If you're a parent, you're an expert, too.  God doesn't give kids without giving the grace to do a good job (not a perfect one) if you put Him first in your life. Are there some unusual cases where kids need medication?  Could be, but the numbers are staggering and that doesn't make sense.


The Grandma Prescription for hyperactivity is: turn off the television and the video games, go outside and kick a soccer ball or run races.  If the kids are fighting tell them to run around the house five times (outside, of course) or give them a spade and a trash bag and set them to weeding the garden and picking up sticks in the yard (treatment for hyperactivity). If they want to take time out to have a “sword” fight all the better. It won't turn them into Ghengis Kahn. When everybody is good and tired sit down around the table and play Memory or put together a jigsaw puzzle or bake cookies and paint them with frosting or read a book (treatment for attention deficit).


Drugging kids may be the answer in the Brave New World, but most times it's for the grownups, not the kids! (��Mary Ann Kreitzer is editor of Les Femmes publication, The Truth �� HYPERLINK "http://www.lesfemmes-thetruth.org" ��www.lesfemmes-thetruth.org�
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Grandma’s treatment for attention deficit hyperactivity disorder








Excerpts from…





Six Good Reasons to Oppose Mandatory Fingerprinting





Just Say No!





By Mary Ann Kreitzer





(The entire article may be found at � HYPERLINK "http://www.catholicmediacoalition.org" ��www.catholicmediacoalition.org�)


  


Mandatory fingerprinting and background checks cannot solve a problem that is fundamentally rooted in a crisis of faith and a failure to govern. Dissent is so pandemic across the country that well-known Jesuit Fr. John Hardon, S.J., who died in 2000, warned for years that many dioceses in America would completely disappear. His words echo those of eminent theologian Dietrich von Hildebrand who in 1973 lamented, in The Devastated Vineyard, that one of the “most horrifying and widespread diseases” in the Church, is “the lethargy of the guardians of the Faith… [who] fear men more than God. The words of St. John Bosco apply to them: ‘The power of evil men lives on the cowardice of the good.’”  Today most bishops act more from fear of the lawsuit than fear of the Lord. Instead of embracing their God-given mission to teach, govern, and sanctify they filter their actions through lawyers and worldly advisors. That must end. The answer to the crisis in the Church is not to be found by imitating the secular world. The answer is to restore the true faith founded by Jesus Christ on the rock of Peter.  As Fr. Pokorsky advocates, “The Church’s authentic moral teaching must be our compass, with canon law our practical guide.” This is “the way” of the apostle. Fingerprinting and background checks are the way of the worldly bureaucrat.


  In the wake of the clergy sex abuse scandal bishops have rushed to implement programs to protect children and comply with policies developed at their 2002 meeting in Dallas. Part of the strategy in many dioceses is mandatory fingerprinting of all employees and those volunteers who work with children. But fingerprinting the innocent is a bad idea for six good reasons. (1) It masks the real problems that caused the scandals – clergy homosexuality and dissent; (2) gives a false sense of security while ignoring legal abuse; (3) violates privacy and demeans the innocent by creating a suspect class of Catholics; (4) implies secular authority over the Church; (5) drives a wedge between the flock and their pastor, and (6) is the work of bureaucrats, not apostles. 


For all these reasons prudent members of the faithful should just say no to fingerprinting.





(1) Fingerprinting masks the real problems that caused the scandals


  The bulk of abuse cases documented in the John Jay Report, 81 percent, involved homosexual priests molesting adolescent boys. But the bishops’ strategy redirects the problem to sex abuse in the culture at large. The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) has no plans to ban homosexuals from the priesthood or remove those engaged in gravely evil, but legal, sexual behavior.  Instead, most bishops are requiring background checks and fingerprinting of thousands of innocent clergy, employees, and lay volunteers.  In my own diocese (Arlington, Virginia) some 15,000 are affected.


   


2) Fingerprinting gives a false sense of security while ignoring legal abuse


     There are behaviors that predict the likelihood of sexual abuse. For example, those ensnared in pornography, a progressive addiction, are likely to act on it at some point.  Studies show that the need for stimulus increases until action is virtually inevitable. But buying and viewing adult pornography is legal, so those who indulge in it won’t show up in background checks. Nonetheless, they are time bombs in the parish community and should be removed when exposed. 


    The bishops have paid little if any attention to the serious problem of sexual immorality among consenting adults including priests who solicit sex from age-appropriate partners. Typically, only when a cleric’s evil behavior is publicly aired does action follow.  In 1996 the activist group Roman Catholic Faithful (RCF) sought Bishop Daniel Ryan’s dismissal for soliciting gay prostitutes in the Diocese of Springfield, Illinois. Prior to going public they tried to handle the matter quietly in-house. When that failed, they held a press conference. Finally, three years later, Ryan was forced to resign. Even then his successor, Bishop George Lucas, allowed him to perform confirmations, give priests’ retreats, and exercise other ministries around the diocese. Only in 2002, after allegations he abused a minor, was Ryan finally suspended.  


   Many Catholic college campuses are schools for scandal promoting the obscene play, The Vagina Monologues, gay pride events, condom give-aways, etc. These are all perfectly legal but scandalous. Bishops overlook immorality on college campuses apparently because the individuals being sinned against are over eighteen.   


    


3) Fingerprinting violates privacy and demeans the innocent


      The attitude of chancery officials that those who oppose fingerprinting “have something to hide” is downright insulting. It creates unjustly a Catholic suspect class of non-fingerprinted individuals, damaging relationships among parishioners and between parishioners and the pastor, not to mention the bishop. But remember, bishops knew the priests who committed sexual abuse. They shielded them from disclosure and moved them from parish to parish or between dioceses.  Often bishops and diocesan lawyers cajoled or threatened parents not to press criminal charges. Fingerprinting would not have exposed abusers because bishops hid their crimes.     


 


4) Fingerprinting implies secular authority over the Church


     From the point of Church/State relations, there are two compelling reasons to oppose mandatory fingerprinting.  First, it implies that the Church herself is a danger to her members and cannot protect them without oversight from secular authorities.  This turns reality on its head. It is the Church over the centuries that converted barbaric nations and protected citizens from abuse by the state, not the reverse. Pope Leo XIII addressed this in many encyclicals in which he described the proper relations between Church and State. 





[The Church] is a society chartered as of right divine, perfect in its nature and in its title, to possess in itself and by itself, through the will and loving kindness of its Founder, all needful provisions for its maintenance and action. And just as the end at which the Church aims is by far the noblest of ends, so is its authority the most exalted of all authority, nor can it be looked upon as inferior to the civil power, or in any manner dependent upon it….To wish the Church to be subject to the civil power in the exercise of her duty is a great folly and a sheer injustice. (Pope Leo XIII, Immortale Dei, 1985 emphasis added)





   Second, by turning over responsibility for oversight to secular authorities, the Church implies dependence on the State and willingness to relinquish her authority. While the current relationship is voluntary, it sets a precedent for the government at some future date to claim the right to control the Church and her members. This is a very real danger in view of the Justice Department’s keeping illegal files on pro-lifers. Former Attorney General Janet Reno developed an extensive secret database called VAAPCON, the Violence Against Abortion Providers Conspiracy, which entailed massive record keeping on pro-life leaders, even those who had never engaged in activism. VAAPCON collected information on the National Conference of Catholic Bishops (now USCCB), among others.


 


5) Fingerprinting drives a wedge between the flock and their pastor


     In a number of places, laity are establishing programs for youth outside the parish.  Fr. Terry Specht informed parishioners at St. John the Baptist in Front Royal, Virginia that if a CCD program could not recruit sufficient teachers willing to submit to fingerprinting, the parish will suspend its CCD program.  





6) Mandatory fingerprinting is the work of bureaucrats, not apostles. 


   Apostles save souls. They teach the truths of the Faith, discipline those in error, and pursue and foster personal holiness. They address sin and scandal often at great personal cost, even their lives. The blood of martyrs is the seedbed of the Faith. Apostles took Christ's message from Jerusalem to the entire world and it was their zeal for the Gospel and their self-sacrifice that transformed western civilization.


   Bureaucrats, on the other hand, develop rules, procedures, and action plans that may have little to do with the problem being addressed. They tend to build empires where those at the “bottom” must go thru multiple decision levels to get action from the “top.” Often, when things go wrong, bureaucrats transfer responsibility and blame to protect themselves and their organizations. Fr. Jerry Poskorsky was on target when he wrote in Catholic World Report, “We are dealing with a failure in truth and courage, not a breakdown of policy and procedure…. It is a moral imperative to break the vicious culture of silence…which has so damaged the Church in our time.”


   When bishops act like bureaucrats, the Body of Christ suffers because the organization and the reputation of its leaders become more important than the people they serve. Unfortunately, with a few holy exceptions, our bishops act more like bureaucrats than apostles, one of the principle reasons for our current crisis in the Church.     (

















There are behaviors that predict the likelihood of sexual abuse.
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Little Red Riding Hood


A cautionary tale


 


Once upon a time, there lived a little Catholic girl, the prettiest creature who ever was seen. Her mother, a Certified Safe Environment trainer, and her grandmother, a Victim Abuse Investigator, doted on her endlessly. These good women had a little red riding hood made for her, complete with a training video to illustrate its safe and proper use. It suited the girl so well that everyone called her Little Red Riding Hood.


One day, her mother, having received a shipment of training bulletins, said to Little Red Riding Hood, “Go, my dear, and see how your grandmother is doing, for I hear her plate is very full investigating incidents of abuse.  Take her some of these bulletins, and this stack of background checks.  And don’t forget your ID card!"


Little Red Riding Hood set out immediately into the wood for Grandmother’s house, which was in the next village.  As she was going through the wood, she met with a Virtuous Wolf, an upstanding member of the wolf community.  This community, as it turns out, had recently been flourishing due to their reintroduction into the forest by Safe Environmentalists.


 The Virtuous Wolf had a very great mind to eat her up, but he dared not, because of some Victim Abuse Investigators working nearby in the forest.  Instead, he asked her politely where she was going. The poor child, who did not know that it was dangerous to stay and talk to a Virtuous Wolf, said to him, "I am going to see my grandmother to carry her these training bulletins and this stack of background checks from my mother."


 The Virtuous Wolf, glancing through the training bulletins, hit upon a clever scheme.  “Did you know that I am the Regional Risk Management Coordinator for safe environment programs?” he said.  “As an employee of the National Prestige Retention Group, it’s my job to get to your grandmother’s house before you, to make sure it is safe.  Where does she live?”


 The innocent and unsuspecting girl pointed the way, and the Virtuous Wolf, having borrowed her ID card, ran on as fast as he could.  Little Red Riding Hood waited five minutes as the wolf instructed, then continued on her way.


 It was not long before the Virtuous Wolf arrived at the old woman's house. He knocked at the door: tap, tap.


"Who's there?"


 "Your grandchild, Little Red Riding Hood," replied the Virtuous Wolf, counterfeiting the girl’s voice.  "I’ve brought you some training bulletins and a stack of background checks sent you by Mother."


 The grandmother, who was swamped with paperwork at her desk, cried out, "Swipe your ID through the card reader, and the latch will go up."


 The Virtuous Wolf swiped the borrowed ID card and the door opened, and he immediately fell upon the good woman and ate her up.  Then he took her clothes, put them on, and put her cap on his head. He grabbed a Safe Environment Training Manual, got into her bed and pulled the curtains shut.


 In a few minutes, Little Red Riding Hood knocked at the door: tap, tap.


 “Who’s there?” called the Virtuous Wolf, softening his voice to sound like Grandmother. 


"It is your grandchild, Little Red Riding Hood, who has brought you some training bulletins and a stack of background checks from Mother.”


“The door is open, my dear - do come in.”


 The Virtuous Wolf, seeing her come in, hid himself under the bedclothes and said to her, “Put those papers on my desk, and come sit on the bed beside me.  I want to show you some important training pictures.”


 The innocent girl did as she was told.  However, as the Virtuous Wolf showed her pictures about the Bathing Suit Rule, she was greatly amazed to see how her grandmother looked in her nightclothes.  "Grandmother, what a big mouth you have!" she exclaimed.


“The better to talk about touching, my dear!”


 “Grandmother!  What big eyes you have!”


 “The better to give you a detailed description of your private parts, my dear!”


 “Grandmother!  What big hands you have!”


“The better to grab you with, my dear!” cackled the Virtuous Wolf, as he ripped grandmother’s cap off his head and exposed himself.  But before he gobbled the girl up, the Virtuous Wolf, stricken perhaps with a momentary pang of conscience, asked if she had any last words.


 The observant girl, looking him directly in the eye, replied, “You know, you look more like a � HYPERLINK "http://www.bayswan.org/COYOTE.html" \o "http://www.bayswan.org/COYOTE.html" �COYOTE� * than a wolf to me!”





The Moral of the Story:


When it comes to most “Safe Environment” programs, every good Catholic should cry: “Wolf!”


(


*www.bayswan.org/COYOTE.html  is the website for one of the organizations whose “expertise” has informed the bishops’ “safe environment” programs.  If this doesn’t set off alarm bells in your soul, it’s dead.











The above parable was published by The Flying Buttress.  The Flying Buttress is a satirical blog written to comment about dissent within and relating to the Catholic Archdiocese of Cincinnati.  It carries the disclaimer that any similarity between its fictions and real persons, living or dead, is purely coincidental – depending, of course, “on what you mean by the word ‘is.’”  


To read more from the Flying Buttress Newswire, visit: tomasthetorque.blogspot.com 
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An Inquisitor’s Prayer





Lord Jesus, may those who abuse and disgrace their holy offices step down.  May the spotless name, the sacred power, and the radiant influence of the Church be restored in New Mexico*.   Never let me confuse my disdain for those who dishonor their office with the office itself.  If there is a better way to expose wickedness and degeneracy, have mercy upon me and open my eyes to it.  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.





*The original prayer says “Cincinnati,” but we suspect the author won’t mind New Mexico borrowing it.
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The Defender of Orthodoxy





What does it mean to be a bishop?





By Jason D Mosher





In His great goodness, God the Father has given us a Church to be the “Sacrament of Salvation” through which Christ continues His saving mission of sanctification.  In this plan of salvation He has made this Church visible with a Head and a Body and Shepherds to govern His Church.  The bishop, being a successor of the Apostles, is given this vocation and it is by this vocation that he is judged.


I have often asked myself the question: What does it mean to be a bishop?  When thinking about this question I had to investigate the very meaning of the word bishop in the Christian sense.  In the New Testament the word used for bishop is episkopoi, which means Overseer in Greek.  But what does he oversee?  The name implies leadership, or rather that he has a certain authority over something or someone.  I believe, that to understand this idea of Overseer, it is necessary to see the position in the same way that the early Christians would have understood it from the perspective of the teachings of Christ.  


Christ taught his Apostles that to lead is to serve.  He taught this by His actions and His teachings to the twelve.  However, most clearly, He presented the image of the Good Shepherd to His Apostles to teach them how to govern His flock rightly.  It is in this image that Christ gives us the image of what it is to be a servant and a leader at the same time.


The shepherd was charged with the care of a flock that was both his and not his at the same time.  Usually the shepherd would serve a master to whom the flock truly belonged, but also it was his own flock in a practical sense because he cared for it day in and day out.  The shepherd was charged with feeding the flock and caring for it and, most importantly, he was charged with protecting the sheep from their own faults or from predatory adversaries.  He had to protect the sheep from eating the wrong food and insuring that they did not become the food of wolves.  This, for Christ, was the image of divine governance.


What do we learn from the shepherd?  We learn that the bishop is charged with the care of a flock that truly belongs to Christ the chief shepherd.  Because of this the bishop must be diligent in his work to please his Master and not necessarily the flock.  It is from the authority of the bishop that we find the Sacraments; in particular the Eucharist that feeds us and makes us strong.  The bishop must keep order among the flock and he must lead them through the world into their eternal home in God's Pasture.  However, on the way, the bishop must wield his staff with authority to combat the dangers that threaten to separate or devour the flock.  This is perhaps the most important role of the bishop.  The bishop must stand and fight to defend his flock even if it costs him his own life.


Every bishop should work hard to comfort his people and provide them the Sacraments for the benefit of souls.  However, it is in defending the flock that our modern shepherds have been lacking.  It is not enough that we are fed, but that we do not become food to the enemy through heterodoxy.  The great saintly bishops such as St. John Chrysostom and St. Ambrose have not been remembered by the kind words they said or the conciliatory attitudes they held but rather for the faith they defended with their lives.  The good bishop does not shrink from pressure, but, relying on Christ, stands for truth no matter what the cost.  Before bishops such as these, every wolf was slain and every poison neutralized because they knew that in the pursuit of radical orthodoxy lay their true vocation.  A bishop worth his salt knows that in order to provide for his flock he must first defend it so that the enemies of orthodoxy, both internal and external, may be dispersed and the ray of truth shine down upon them all.(
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The Trinity in the Mass: 


The Father





By Marie P. Loehr 





…he who sees me sees also the Father…Dost thou not believe that I am in the Father and the Father in me? - John 14:8-11





When we think of the Mass, perhaps our first thought is of Christ, the Lamb and sacrifice, the crucified Redeemer. It is true that Jesus Christ, and Him crucified, is central to the Mass. The Mass is the celebration and thanksgiving that is Eucharist. The Eucharist is the Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of Christ, present to us, under the appearances of bread and wine.


It is in this very presence and person of Christ himself that we first experience the Father in the Mass. Christ reveals this to the apostles in the Discourse at the Last Supper, in the Gospel of John.


Thus it is in the very person of the priest, who is in persona Christi, that we first find the Father revealed to us. There is a deep Trinitarian reason why the priest is titled “Father.” Understanding this reality is more crucial than ever, faced as we are by those who believe it is a matter of charity and inclusion that homosexual men should enter our seminaries, those who claim such men can be validly ordained to the ministerial priesthood. In truth, as well as in charity--because the house of caritas is built on the rock of veritas, the priest must be fully masculine, fully aware of the generative nature, the spousal nature, the paternal nature of his role and work as priest. Thus he must be fully mature and integrated in his physical, psychological and spiritual masculinity.


This is exigent because he reveals the Father in the Trinity and in the Mass in truth and love.  As persona Christi, the priest makes the generative, spousal, paternal nature of Christ visible, and fully present, on the altar--and in our lives--through his priesthood.


How so?


The Father and the Son are generative, i.e., initiating or begetting life, in their nature as Father and Son. They initiate communion, commitment, creativity--in their intimate Trinitarian life and its upwelling or calling forth Creation through their being Father/Creator and Son/Redeemer. The Father generates Creation through the Son, in the Spirit. The Son re-generates, i.e., redeems, Creation in the Spirit for the Father. The Spirit brings this generative initiative and work to fruition and completion, bearing it and bringing it forth: first in original Creation, then in re-generated Creation, the Church, at Pentecost. 


In all things the Son does the will of the Father, reveals the Father, obeys the Father, lives the self-emptying of the Father in his own self-emptying. This self-emptying is made particularly present to us in the sacramental sacrifice that is the Mass. This is revealed all through the Mass, but it is most perfectly expressed at the Consecration. Here is the clearest revelation of the double kenosis of Father and Son, Father in Son, Son in Father. 


“On Calvary in His suffering Body, and on the altar in His sacramental body, Jesus is ever offering, ever offered as priest and victim before His Eternal Father,” says Fr. Stedman in My Sunday Missal, that pocket classic of the theology and liturgy of the Mass. The official form and translation of the Roman Mass may have changed to some extent after Vatican II. The theology of the liturgy remains “ever ancient, ever new.”


The Father pours himself out in the Son, and in Creation. The Son pours himself out for the Father, and for Creation. This is the fullness of the Mass, as sacrament, sacrifice, thanksgiving, redemption. 


Every priest IS a father, generating new life in the souls of his parish. He is a shepherd who leads his flock to life-giving nourishment in the green pastures of prayer and penance, to the spiritual refreshment of living waters in the sacraments. He guides his people along the right paths. He has “put on Christ” in ordination, which is to put on the Father, and he is true to that Name. He officiates at the banquet of the Mass, and pours out the mercy of the Father on us. The chalice truly overflows--with new life, redeemed life, eternal life, the life of the Precious Blood of Christ, Son of the Father, and both Father and Son outpoured, overflowing truth and love. 


That is the fullness and essence of the presence of the Father in and through the Mass. 


But we see the Father proclaimed throughout the liturgy of the Mass. The Father’s name and works are reiterated throughout the words of the Mass: in the Confiteor, in the Kyrie -which is a Trinitarian prayer, in the Gloria and its Trinitarian procession, in the Creed, in the “Suscipe, Sancte Pater” of the Offertory, in the Preface and its various versions, in the Canon of the Mass--where we ask the Father through the Son to bless and accept Christ’s gift of himself and our gifts that they may become holy. The Canon ends with the great, unified offering of all Creation and all our being through Christ TO the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit. 


There follows the “Our Father,” the Lord’s Prayer that He taught His disciples to pray, as adopted sons and heirs of His Father. 


The Dominican Mission Manual of 1983, revised and reprinted 2005, notes on page 27: “Most prayers of the Mass are addressed to the Father, through Christ, and in union with the Holy Spirit.”  If we read through the Mass, we will discover how many prayers are offered to the Father, or remind us that the Son lives with the Father in the unity of the Spirit, now and forever. At the end of the Mass we are sent forth as so many seeds sown through the Son by the hand of the Father to bear fruit in the Spirit.


The Father is omnipresent throughout the Mass: in its form and in its substance, in its priest and in its Eucharist, in its offering to the Father and in the generative work of Christ, in our baptismal adoption and Eucharistic nourishment as adopted sons and heirs of the Father. In His omnipresence, He truly lives the quiet role that all fathers derive from Him, that of protecting and providing, of being fortress and foundation, rock and repose for His family in Christ. This is the presence of the Father in the Mass. (
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St. Peter, The Rock
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Around the Archdiocese





Last month’s description of Sister calling down the power of the sun (that’s right, the “sun,” not the “Son”) left several readers shaking their heads.  The problem is rife:


According to Canossian Spirituality Center advertisements, Sr. Alexandra Kovats, CSJP facilitated a retreat for religious on Saturday, April 22, 2006, addressing the topic: “Re-Visioning Vowed Life in Light of the New Cosmology.” The retreat is described by the Center as “An exploration of the scientific evolutionary cosmology and its implications for living a holistic spirituality. Special attention will be given to the three cosmic principles of differentiation, autopoiesis and communion in relationship to the vows.”  


The “New Cosmology” is a term used by the followers of Creation Spirituality, invented by renegade priest Matthew Fox.  Sure enough, Sr. Kovats has been on the faculty of Fox’s “university” and teaches Creation Spirituality around the country.  


This isn’t Catholic – it’s New Age.   





The March 2006 PMD Express, the Archdiocese’s communication organ for those involved in pastoral ministries, announced on the front page that Dr. Kathleen Chesto would be the key presenter for the Archdiocese’s spring Gathering for All Catechists.  


Donna Steichen, author of Ungodly Rage (Ignatius Press) reported on Dr. Chesto’s heterodox beliefs when she covered her 1994 talk at the Los Angeles Religious Education Conference.  According to Steichen, Chesto – who “specializes” in the problem of pain and suffering – rejected that suffering could be seen as God’s Will, that it could “fill up what is wanting in the sufferings of Christ,” or that it could be a sign of election.  “We have developed a horrible theology because we desperately want to be in control or we at least want a God who is in control, Himself or Herself….I don’t believe in an all-powerful God anymore.” 


This isn’t a Catholic position, either.





     And while we’re looking at all things not Catholic, there’s the upcoming Qi Gong (Qigong) Meditation Retreat, May 12-14 at the Spiritual Renewal Center (not to mention the dedication and blessing of the Center’s new labyrinth, its Centering Prayer Retreat in last March, and its Wellness Day offering Reiki, facials, and pedicures).  According to the Qigong Association of America, “Qigong is a self-healing art that combines movement and meditation. Visualizations are employed to enhance the mind/body connection and assist healing.”


     It’s the meditation and visualization aspect of this that’s disturbing.  One Qigong pose and meditation is called the Zhan Zhuang: Enter the Heart of the Trees.  It’s a standing posture in which the practitioner should “feel stable, centered, rooted to the earth…It is the resting position, the position before any motion begins, a state of ‘grand emptiness.’  It is the primordial condition - empty, free, motionless, without qualities.  It precedes the movement of Yin/Yang both logically and temporally. The � HYPERLINK "http://www.egreenway.com/taichichuan/classics.htm" ��classics talk of Wu Ji giving birth to Tai Ji, emptiness transforming itself into the manifold of cyclic dualities.”  (
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Around the Nation





Bishop Fabian Bruskewitz has issued a remarkable challenge to the United States Catholic Conference of Bishops for failing to address the real issues of clergy abuse.    Refusing to cooperate with the National Review Board's “audit” of diocesan plans for implementing national guidelines on sex-abuse programs, the bishop released this statement on March 31: 





Some woman named Patricia O'Donnell Ewers, who is the Chair of something called "A National Review Board for the Protection of Children and Young People", has said that her Board "calls for strong fraternal correction of the Diocese of Lincoln." The Diocese of Lincoln has nothing to be corrected for, since the Diocese of Lincoln is and has always been in full compliance with all laws of the Catholic Church and with all civil laws. Furthermore, Ewers and her Board have no authority in the Catholic Church and the Diocese of Lincoln does not recognize them as having any significance.


It is well known that some of the members of Ewers' Board are ardent advocates of partial birth abortion, other abortions, human cloning, and other moral errors. It is understandable then how such persons could dislike the Diocese of Lincoln, which upholds the moral teaching of the Catholic Church. 


The words attributed to Ewers seem to confirm the suspicion that the members of her Board are unfamiliar with Catholic teachings, Catholic ecclesiology, and even the basic rudiments of the Catholic Catechism. Rather than concerning themselves with the Diocese of Lincoln about which they appear completely ignorant, Ewers and her colleagues would occupy themselves in a better way by learning something about the Catholic religion and the traditions and doctrines and laws of the Catholic Church. 


The Diocese of Lincoln does not see any reason for the existence of Ewers and her organization.  (





The San Francisco Board of Supervisors unanimously passed a resolution condemning Catholic moral teaching on homosexuality and urged the Archbishop of San Francisco and Catholic Charities of San Francisco to defy Church directives prohibiting gay adoptions.


     In response, the Thomas More Law Center of Ann Arbor, Michigan is bringing a federal lawsuit against the resolution, describing it as a “startling attack by government officials on the Catholic Church, Catholic moral teaching and beliefs, and those who adhere to the tenets of the Catholic faith, in violation of the First and Fourteenth Amendments to the United States Constitution.”  (





Letters to the Editor





Why aren’t you writing about the most recent priest scandal in the Archdiocese?  Here’s another case where Sheehan [Archbishop] knew what was going on and did nothing.  It’s criminal.  You should be writing about this!  - AJ





Editor: We have no information about this case to add to the commendable coverage given it by the Albuquerque Journal.  Your own words, however, express the situation well – it’s criminal. And it may be time for a Dan O’Connell chapter in New Mexico (see p. 15)  





[Re April Pepper] Liked Olmsted's article on nature of father. Very solid.  Agreed with the facts of the immigration article, but not the final conclusions. �There has to be a better way. JP2 talked about the free movement of peoples to enable them to find a living wage and freedom. ….I found the article about the sun-worshipping sister [“Playing at a Parish Near You”] very amusing… Why does this sound like [X]? The salute to the sun and its effect on Saddam is exactly the [woman] I corresponded with and despaired of.   – PL





Editor: Thanks for the feedback.  The Pepper would be interested in hearing more from you and/or others about providing a Catholic response to our immigration situation.  It’s an important and complex topic.











May Calendar





Los Pequeños Monthly Meeting


May 19, 2006:


Call (505) 293-8006 for information.





Pro-life Prayer:


Planned Parenthood Abortuary


701 San Mateo Blvd. 


Catholic Knights Chapel: (505) 266-4100





12 noon, Thursday 


Mass at the Catholic Knights Chapel


Fr. Stephen Imbarrato


For more information, call 


(505) 266-4100














((





Please consider a donation to Los Pequeños.


((





Rev. Chad Ripperger, FSSP 


Moral theologian for Our Lady of Guadalupe Seminary


“The Mass and Its Symbolism”


Tapes of his conference are available at (505) 293-8006
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Introducing the Dan O’Connell Society





Responding to the abuse crisis





     On February 5, 2002, Dan O'Connell, a 39 year-old civic leader, funeral director, and Catholic from Hudson, Wisconsin, had coffee with Mary Pagel, a bus driver for St. Patrick's Catholic School. O'Connell asked Pagel, a fellow parishioner, if she had ever seen the assistant priest, Fr. Ryan Erickson, inappropriately touch children. He then told her that he was going to confront Fr. Erickson later that day. She advised against it.  Undeterred, O'Connell replied, “I can handle it.” 


     Sometime between 1pm and 1:30 pm that day, Dan O'Connell and a 22 year-old mortuary science intern, James Ellison, were killed at the O’Connell Family Funeral Home. Both men had been shot with a 9mm handgun. Two thousand people were interviewed by Hudson Police over the next several years, as they tried to solve the mystery behind the double slayings. The Pagel connection was not made until the spring of 2004, after detectives Jeff Knopps and Shawn Pettee had been newly assigned to investigate the case. At the top of their cold and unimpressive list of leads and suspects to be re-interviewed, were a certain policeman trained in firearms, and the former assistant priest and youth pastor of St. Patrick's Parish.


      A recent report from North Dakota had come to their attention. Father Ryan Erickson, now a full pastor hundreds of miles away in another parish, had been accused of sexual abuse by a teenage male while at St. Patrick’s. Erickson had been transferred from St Patrick’s in Hudson in September 2003 to a parish in Ladysmith, Wisconsin, where the pastor asked Superior diocesan officials to “transfer either Erickson or me.” The diocese elevated Erickson to be a pastor on his own at the Church of St. Mary of the Seven Dolors (Sorrows) in Hurley,Wisconsin. On November 11, 2004, the detectives, not as impressed with Erickson as the diocese, interviewed him in person for several hours. They made no facial contact with each other when he described the locations of the bodies at the crime scene. Only police officers knew such details. Later Erickson told Deacon Russell Lundgren, “I done it and they are going to catch me.” The deacon was not under any kind of confessional bond of secrecy but took a somewhat less aggressive approach than that of the police officers. He told no one and prayed that Erickson wasn’t telling the truth.


After the second videotaped police interview on Dec 7, Bishop Raphael Fliss of the Superior Diocese had a phone chat with Erickson. Erickson told him, “I had nothing to do with those murders. God knows I am telling the truth.” The bishop avoided the excesses of the Inquisition and decided to drop the matter with a phone call. As the diocese spokesman said later “there was no reason not to believe him.” Two days later on December 19, 2004, Erickson hanged himself at his church of sorrows. The priest who “supervised” Erickson for the three years during which he murdered O’Connell and was having a teenage boy visit multiple weekends for beer and sex was Fr. Peter Szleszinski. He said on hearing of the priest’s suicide, “I don’t know who in the world would tell the police something that would make them think Fr. Erickson was the guilty one or the culprit.” 


Ten months passed and a John Doe hearing on October 3, 2005 showed “overwhelming evidence” that Erickson murdered O’Connell and Ellison and that he had in fact been abusing a teen-age male at Mr. O’Connell’s parish. Furthermore, Erickson had engaged in homosexual activity during his seminary career in Winona and had been credibly accused but not charged with homosexual abuse before he was ordained. Multiple psychologists hired by the diocese of Superior and the seminaries of Winona and St Paul found Erickson a fitting candidate for the priesthood. 





***





The Dan O'Connell Society is a brotherhood of Catholic men who seek to restore the fraternity and fatherhood of the Catholic priesthood. It works in the memory of Dan O'Connell, a Catholic layman from Hudson, Wisconsin, who confronted and was then killed February 5, 2002, by Fr. Ryan Erickson, a homosexual predator who had been ordained a Catholic priest in 2000.  The Society is organized into diocesan chapters and seeks to rebuild masculine fraternity among Catholic laymen and priests to effect resignations of chancery and seminary officials as well as priests who have embraced either the ideology or practice of the "gay cult" in violation of the apostolic fraternity instituted by Christ. (
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