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Catholic Campaign for Human Development 

Where does CCHD money go?

By Stephanie Block

     The poster says that the pretty little girl is named Sheila and that Sheila sings like an angel and loves her kitten Rudy.  She wants to become a teacher when she grows up.  And then there’s the punch line: Sheila “will go hungry again tonight,” like one of every six children in the United States.

     This is the world of advertising. The wistful child in the picture probably isn’t named Sheila and probably is a well-paid, well-fed model.  However, she represents a universal child, not unlike yours or mine. Somewhere there’s a child who isn’t being properly fed.  The poster seeks to evoke sympathy and elicit help.

     But how do we help?  The poster mentions the Catholic Campaign for Human Development (CCHD), an annual appeal in many parishes around the United States, but doesn’t explain what giving money to the CCHD will do to help the Sheilas of our country. It doesn’t say that CCHD will help feed the hungry, but the two ideas have been connected in the target’s – the benefactor’s – mind.   

      That is because not one dollar to CCHD will ever be earmarked to feed anyone. CCHD didn’t claim that it would.  In fact, if you dig a little, the CCHD will admit it doesn’t support any “direct services” to the poor. “We’re not really involved in charity,” said Rev. Alfred LoPinto when he was the CHD executive director in 1987. “We fund self-help projects, and it’s considered funding for justice.”

     Self-help?  What does that mean?   Well, first of all, there are the Campaign’s marketing expenses. That’s the money that CCHD pays organizations like Crosby Marketing Communications, which created the poster about Sheila.   Oh, and not just posters.  If you go to the CCHD website [www.usccb.org/cchd] you can look at television, radio or print ads, too.   Think of it as an investment.  CCHD spends money to make more money.  Self-help, right?

      Crosby Marketing Communications isn’t CCHD’s only “investment.”  There have been many over the years.  

     Take Carlos Provencio.  Provencio identifies himself as a community organizer and a political activist.  According to biographical material on his website, he has created public policy and legislation through the Industrial Areas Foundation (the primary CCHD 

grantee), and has done grant making for the Campaign for Human Development.  

     Between 1987 and 1989, Provencio’s materials state that he was (C)CHD’s Southwest Field Representative, “covering the southwest region of the United States by doing grant making and technical assistance for organizations on proposal writing, organizational development and leadership development.”  This work included “on site project evaluations, assisting with board development, management of budgets, fund raising of soft and hard monies, campaign development, and community empowerment,” monitoring “over a million dollars of funding to programs in Arizona, New Mexico and Texas.”

     The clincher is that Mr. Provencio has advertised consultant fees at $1250.00 per day, including travel and lodging expenses.

     Now maybe that wasn’t what he charged the (C)CHD in the 1980s, but consultants, evidently, don’t come cheap. 

     And one has to appreciate the special qualities Provencio brought (C)CHD–funded leadership development in the Southwest.  “Carlos has done personal growth work with Native American holy men/women and mater teachers from India,” Provencio’s website explains.  “He has participated in Sun Dance Ceremonies and Vision Quests and is a sacred pipe carrier and a sweat lodge water pourer.  He is a certified Reiki Master.  His energy work included rebirthing, emotional releasing, DNA activation, karmic cleansing (Ho’oponopono) and healing of Mother Earth.”  

     There’s more, but Provencio’s spiritual journey isn’t the question.  The question is, why was a New Ager given money raised by Catholic charitable donations to act as a (C)CHD Southwest Field Representative?

     But again, perhaps Provencio’s salary was an investment.  Perhaps he was so slick at fund-raising that every dollar given to him brought in five others.  

     If we ignore, for the moment, CCHD’s marketing and consulting expenses, of which Crosby Marketing Communications and Carlos Provencio are only two examples, what other self-help projects does the CCHD fund?

      A chart developed by CCHD to explain its funding in 2001 shows that 20% of its grants go into economic development.  “Give a man a fish and he eats for a day; teach him to fish and he’ll eat for the rest of his life,” goes the old proverb.  “Economic development” can be understood as fishing lessons, fishing rods, and tackle.  This is a quite laudable use of CCHD money – but it only accounts for 20% of it.

    Economic development grants, however, have taken the lion’s share of CCHD publicity over the years.  When there’s an article in the Albuquerque Journal or the archdiocesan paper, it’s usually an economic development project that gets featured.  To give an example, the Fall 2000 CCHD newsletter, Helping People Help Themselves, featured Albuquerque’s Sawmill Community Land Trust, which received a measly $15,000 in the 1999-2000 grant period.  That’s lovely, but during the same funding period, a lot of money went somewhere else.

     So, where does the other 80% of CCHD funding go?  The majority, according to the CCHD chart, goes into “community development,” housing, and what are called “family issues” – homelessness, youth programs, childcare, education, anti-violence, healthcare, etc.  A further breakdown shows that fully one third of all CCHD grants go to Alinsky-style organizations, such as Albuquerque Interfaith and ACORN.  

     CCHD-funded Alinsky organizations aren’t about feeding the poor; they’re about drumming up support for a radicalized political agenda. Look at ACORN, which received $35,000 in New Mexico last year from CCHD.  ACORN and the Democratic Socialists of America have formed a political party.  ACORN’s People’s Platform, which can be read at the ACORN website, contains a long list of socialist demands, including a guaranteed minimum annual family income, state controlled job training and placement, a national healthcare system in which all costs are covered by the state, and expanded subsidizing for federal housing.  Demands such as these are only accomplished by tight government control of all aspects of the economy.  So the $35,000 ACORN received from CCHD in New Mexico for the 2001-2002 funding period is troubling.

     Then there’s the $55,000 that went to the Diocese of Gallup for expansion of Alinsky organizing there.  The Industrial Areas Foundation (IAF) is trying to create a statewide power, as it has in Texas and Arizona.  From there, it will develop a regional presence.

      Like ACORN, the IAF’s long-term goal is creation of a system that places healthcare, housing, education, social services, job training and placement under government control.  CCHD isn’t about feeding the Sheilas of the world – unless, of course, Sheila’s mom or dad just happens to be a community organizer – or even about economic development.   It’s about generating a vision of  “justice” that’s understood in terms of a particular political and economic system. The generous Catholic must ask if his money might not be better used elsewhere.   (
Archdiocese Sabotaging Respect Life
Environmentalism no substitute for saving babies.

Special to The Pepper
     The Life Issues are Parish Issues Retreat/Workshop on September 14, 2002 was not the inspiration it could have been.  I went with the hope of a day to learn, to be motivated, pray and participate in an assault against the culture of death in our society.  I hadn’t hoped to save the nation, just some of the babies in my own corner of the world.

    I thought that listening to those occupying the highest leadership positions in the Catholic Church here in New Mexico, the Office of the Archdiocese of Santa Fe, would expound wisdom, faith and a defining path for those of us who work at the parish level.  I wanted something for us to undertake that would end the murder of the innocent yet to be born babies.  

     But, things weren’t as they could have been.  There was no expected plan of attack.  This is not to say there weren’t some fine moments at the Life Issues Retreat.  Yes, we prayed.  Yes, the Chancellor offered the Sacrifice of the Mass.  Yes, we spent the morning learning about levels of love in the hope that we may come to love others more.  Yes, we learned that the sacrifice of the Mass is represented by the Temple as found in the Old Testament.  We had a lovely lunch and after lunch we learned about the hospitality of the Elizabeth Ministry.  We learned about the spiritual adoption program going on in several parishes.  Right to Life Committee of New Mexico spoke about their plans to educate New Mexicans about pro-life candidates, using TV and radio ads.

    But, there are more than 5,000 babies aborted in the State of New Mexico each year!  The most powerful and richest church on earth can do a lot to change this, if it had a focused will to do so.

       In the Archdiocese of Santa Fe, it doesn’t seem to.  Along with fine words and little strategy, Sr. Joan Brown (a supporter of New Mexico’s Call to Action) gave a presentation about the “Care of the Earth.”  This was also offered as a life issue. 

     Please don’t misunderstand. I know we need to be responsible stewards of the earth that God has given us dominion over, but 

Brown’s handouts, “Parish Ideas to Care for God’s Creation” and her prayer for global restoration were downright pagan: “Integrate more earth elements into services such as water, rocks, plants.”  What has this to do with the saving power of Christ?  What has this to do with saving babies in immediate danger of abortion? 

Has our leadership lost direction, given up on the unborn, and abandoned these babies?

     What right have a people to incorporate into their worship services “Let us pray for the earth,” as Sister’s handout suggests, who have not said “Let us pray for God’s murdered unborn and for His forgiveness?”

    What right have a people to “give thanks for the hawk, desert willow and water,” who have failed to be thankful for the one creature created in His own image?

     Our children are dying and efforts to save them are diluted and confused by suggesting, as Sister’s handout does, that pro-lifers form book study groups to read dissident author Thomas Berry’s works on ecology.  How many unborn babies have been saved by watching Global Banquet: Politics of Food or Exploring a New Cosmology, two videos suggested by Sister? How can we compare the care of plants to the killing of unborn children?

    Where are our consciences?  We insult Almighty God by giving praise to the earth while turning our backs on His children.  In Revelation we are told there is to be a new heaven and a new earth, for the former heaven and the earth will pass. 

     The human soul, however, is eternal. Scripture says: “Behold, God’s dwelling is with the human race.  He will dwell with them and they will be his people and God himself will always be with them as their God.”  God’s love is for His people not for the earth.

     The Life Issues are Parish Issues Retreat/ Workshop was a tremendous disappointment.  There’s so much more we ought to be doing to save innocent lives. (
Pro-life News

Does this apply to U.S.? Each Catholic diocese and parish should have care for human life as part of its pastoral plan, according to the head of the Vatican’s congregation for bishops who is also president of the Pontifical Commission for Latin America. Cardinal Giovanni Battista Re was addressing a meeting of the bishops of the Americas in the Dominican Republic. Bishop Jorge Jimenez, president of the Latin American bishops’ council, told the meeting that no war, holocaust or massacre could be compared to the number of abortions in Central and South America. [Zenit, 4 September]

Pro-life voting: The political landscape will undergo a dramatic change Election Day as the nation elects 36 governors, 34 members of the US Senate, all 435 members of the US House of Representatives, and 6,214 state legislators.  An online pro-life voting guide, www.wevoteprolife.com, helps identify pro-life candidates and their positions on life issues.

     In each election cycle, pro-life voters can make a difference. If we are serious about protecting human life from conception until natural death, we have a duty to vote pro-life and vote for pro-life candidates.
LPC member Michelle Parker, candidate for the NM House of Representatives, District 47, Santa Fe has an interesting story.  She approached an elderly New Deal Democrat with her pro-life message and the gentleman almost cried when he learned that the Democratic incumbent opposing Parker’s race was one of only five legislators to vote against the ban on Partial Birth Abortion.  Once he understood the issue, Catholic and pro-life was more important to him than party affiliation. Party policy makers of New Mexico: pay attention!

Florida Pro-life Convocation – Everything But the Kitchen Sink: A Florida-wide Catholic Respect Life Conference held in October had over 30 workshops on every topic under the sun.  Theology of funerals, the death penalty, aging, water issues, medical ethics, disability activism, hospice and healthcare, anti-poverty, and worker justice competed with abortion issues for attention.  “Pro-life concern over abortion is being obscured by social justice concerns,” said Catholic Advocate editor, Cecilia Martin. (Go to www.missionsun.org for more information.)

See also “Archdiocesan Retreat Misses Opportunity,” page 6 this issue of The Pepper, for a reaction to a similar situation in the Archdiocese of Santa Fe.

An Open Letter to the Bishops and Priests of Honduras and Guatemala

Re: The Industrial Areas Foundation and Liberationism

From: The Catholic Media Coalition

     A June 23, 2002 article in The Sacramento Bee covered the visit of Cardinal Oscar Andres Rodríguez Maradiaga to Sacramento, California.  The Cardinal was reportedly there to learn about a group called the Sacramento Valley Organizing Community and its parent organization, the Industrial Areas Foundation (IAF).  The article goes on to say that Cardinal Rodríguez “hopes to start chapters of the organization [the IAF] in Honduras and Guatemala.”

     We, a coalition of independent Catholic editors, writing for grassroots, lay organizations around the United States, have followed the work and spread of the IAF in our country with growing concern.  We are writing to share our experiences with you so that you, who have lived with the ramifications of liberationism much longer than we, may make a well-informed decision in this matter.

     Liberation theology entered the United States from Latin America partly through the influence of the Brazilian educator, Paulo Freire.  During his exile from Brazil for politicizing the poor, Freire came to the United States (late 1960s), where he taught at Harvard University and collaborated with Myles Horton, founder of the Highlander Research and Education Center. 

     Saul Alinsky, founder of the Industrial Areas Foundation, was a supporter of the Highlander and in at least one case helped to bail it out of an “economic emergency.” He met and spoke with Freire and went on to himself urge the active and deliberate consciousness-raising of people through techniques of popular education. Popular education, as Alinsky and Freire used the term, is a method by which an organizer leads people to a class-based interpretation of their grievances and to acceptance of a politicized set of systemic solutions to address those grievances. 

     Most disturbing to the Catholic is that Alinsky taught his people’s organizations Machiavellian political action – that “the ends justify the means,” that “truth to an organizer is relative and changing,” and that “you do what you can with what you have and clothe it in moral garments.”  (See Alinsky’s Rules for Radicals)

     After Alinsky’s death, the IAF was continued by organizers whose commitment to liberationism was as strong as the founder’s.  Through the Mexican American Cultural Center (MACC) of San Antonio, which has invited spokesmen for Liberation Theology from all over Latin America to teach its classes, the IAF has trained hundreds of its own leaders.  

     Among the publications that can be purchased at the MACC bookstore in San Antonio, including the works of Gutierrez and Boff, is one dedicated to the Industrial Areas Foundation.  The IAF, states the dedication: “identifies groups of sinners as oppressed members of society who are marginalized and dehumanized by thoughtless oppressors.” 

     Another booklet available in the MACC bookstore, “How Can We Use the Gospels as a Basis for Our Action?” contains a “version” of the Magnificat that was written by a group of IAF leaders (from the San Antonio IAF local, Communities Organized for Public Service).  This IAF “Magnificat” is offered as an example of how one is “to reflect on the Gospels in order to find the proper response to our own situation” when using a see-judge-act pedagogy of conscientization.  

C.O.P.S. Manifesto

Communities Organized for Public Service
IAF version of Luke 1:46-55

Our community speaks; We proclaim the love of God and our hearts are filled with joy; Because God has been with us in our struggles and the powerful will call us a joyful people for they will recognize our freedom and blessings; He brings justice and peace (Shalom) to the oppressed;  Our ancestors have known Him as Holy, as we know Him and our people honor Him;  He stretches His powerful arms and liberates us from the clutches and snares of the power brokers – those who rob the afflicted and needy;  He brings down bankers, developers, oil barons, and raises our barrios and ghettos; He fills our hungry with good things and the rich, He sends away empty;  He keeps His promise to Juan Diego, Eleonor [sic] Roosevelt, Martin Luther King and will be with us forever: 

     Readers are instructed to rewrite the parable of the Good Samaritan and the Crucifixion in a similar vein, “to make it fit the world you know today.”

     The technique of popular education (conscientization or values clarification) changes the values of its target and replaces them with the values of the  organizer. Mary Beth Rogers, writing in Cold Anger, says: “Cortes [head organizer for IAF, SW region] knew that Mexican parents willingly sacrificed for their children – and often for their church.  By talking about family values, could you motivate and organize people to act politically in their own genuine self-interest?...the new organization had to reach into the heart...The idea of protecting and enhancing families might make that possible.” The religious and family values of Catholics are used to spark a conversation between them and the IAF.  The IAF then uses the relationship built from those values to introduce another set of values – those of the IAF.  In St. Timothy’s Church in San Antonio, for instance, new “catechisms” were prepared to connect biblical and Mexican historical and cultural themes with the current issues of the IAF local.

     These are disturbing matters.  One writer from San Antonio, Ed Hinojosa, attributes the incredible attrition in his diocese of Hispanic Catholics to other religions as directly related to the degree the IAF has been promoted there.  He writes: “MACC and the San Antonio chancery have created and spread “comunidades de base” or base communities through which liberation theology is taught, and in every parish where they have created them, there has been either bitter division or no response.  Lay people have not accepted the liberationist teachings coming from the chancery.  People get disillusioned and leave the Church.”

     We, writing from diverse areas of the country, representing many ethnic and economic backgrounds, but united in our passionate love of the Church and a common commitment to justice, urge you to explore programs other than the IAF for your people.  We have found the IAF to be, at its core, divisive and antithetical to Catholic values.  

     The Holy Father has written to the bishops and priests of Latin America:

“[Y]our chief duty is to be teachers of the truth, not of a human, rational truth but of the truth that comes from God.  That truth includes the principle of authentic human liberation: ‘You will know the truth, and the truth will set you free’ (John 8:32).  It is the one and only truth that offers a solid basis for an adequate ‘praxis.’  Carefully watching over purity of doctrine, basic in building up the Christian community, is therefore the primary and irreplaceable duty of the pastor...”[John Paul II, “Opening Address at the Puebla Conference,” Delivered in Seminario Palafoxiano, Puebla de los Angeles, Mexico, 1-28-79, 

sec. 1.]
     Further information about the Industrial Areas Foundation can be obtained at www.wandererforum.org/publications.  Please contact the Catholic Media Coalition if we can be of any further help.

     Thank you for your consideration of this issue.(
This letter was sent to the Bishops of Guatemala and Honduras by the Catholic Media Coalition, and was supported by New Mexico’s Los Pequeños de Cristo, Virginia’s Les Femmes, California’s Concerned Roman Catholics of America (Los Angeles), Texas’ Defenders of the Magisterium, Ohio’s Hope of St. Monica, Inc., Florida’s The Catholic Advocate, California’s Catholics United R.O.C.K (Oakland and San Jose), New York’s Christ or Chaos, West Virginia’s Defenders of the Faith, Michigan’s St. Francis Xavier Historical Preservation Guild, and Massachusetts’ Domus Dei.

Excerpts from…

Tracing the Glorious Origins of Celibacy

By Luiz Sérgio Solimeo

     Self-appointed reformers always arise in times of crises offering “brilliant” solutions that attempt to demolish the Church’s most venerable traditions.

     Priestly celibacy, a glorious trait of the Latin Church, has been a constant target of these so-called reformers.

     Curiously enough, abolishing priestly celibacy comes hand-in-hand with destroying the indissolubility of marriage. This is easy to understand since it is based on the idea that chastity is impossible to observe.  Thus, not only celibate continence is cast aside but also conjugal chastity and fidelity in marriage. Historically this happened with Eastern Orthodox schismatics, Protestants, Anglicans and others. The total or partial abolition of priestly celibacy either came together with or was preceded by permission to divorce.

     The present sex scandals, so trumped up by the media, have served as a pretext to intensify the campaign against priestly celibacy. Sectors of the media, as well as organizations of married priests and liberal Catholics, are insisting on this matter.

     In addition to pseudo-scientific arguments used to prove the impossibility of observing chastity, we often find the claim that celibacy is a purely disciplinary policy introduced only later in Church legislation. It can therefore be abolished. Others say that it should at least be made optional.

     Actually there are many studies, some very recent, totally debunking this supposedly historic-canonical argument.

     Let us cite three among the most important studies: Apostolic Origins of Priestly Celibacy, by Fr. Christian Cochini, S.J.(Ignatius, San Francisco, 1990); The Case for Clerical Celibacy, by Alfons Maria Cardinal Stickler (Ignatius, San Francisco, 1995); Celibacy in the Early Church, by Fr. Stefan Heid, (Ignatius, San Francisco, 2000).

     Based on solid documentation, these authors show that although one cannot speak of celibacy in the strict sense of the word (not being married), it is certain that since apostolic times the Church had as a norm that men elevated to the deaconate, priesthood and the episcopate should observe continence. If candidates happened to be married – a very common occurrence in the early Church – they were supposed to cease, with the consent of their spouses, not only marital life but even cohabitation under the same roof.

     ….Cardinal Stickler argues that the reason for priestly celibacy is not a functional one. Unlike the Old Testament, where the priesthood was merely a temporary function received by way of inheritance, the priesthood in the New Testament is a vocation, a calling that transforms the person and confiscates him entirely. He is a sanctifier, a mediator.

     Above all, the priesthood in the New Testament is a participation in the Priesthood of Our Lord Jesus Christ, the High Priest. And, therefore, the priest has a mysterious and special bond with Christ, in whose name and by whose power he offers the bloodless sacrifice (in persona Christi). The most profound reason for priestly celibacy comes from this supernatural bond with the Savior.

     The Cardinal points out that the main reason celibacy is in question today is because the clergy faces an identity crisis. Only by restoring the true identity of the priest, can the profound reasons for celibacy be understood and practiced.

     This identity crisis cannot be resolved by returning to “the origins of the Church,” a solution proposed by proponents favoring married priests and their sympathizers. Those origins would simply not allow them to cohabit with their wives and continue to exert their priestly ministry.

     Let us hope that, with the help of grace, the true identity of the Catholic priest will be restored soon so that all the present-day madness may come to an end. (
Excerpts from…

A Letter from Pius X High School Parents 

Parents for a Roman Catholic Education appeal to Archbishop Michael Sheehan

     When we met with you in May seeking to improve the Catholic environment at St. Pius X High School, one of the major points we tried to make was that parents who raise concerns about policies and practices are ignored and marginalized. A second point was that we questioned the accountability and responsiveness of the school administration not only to parents, but also to the Archdiocese. Events since our last letter seem to affirm our concerns. Though many promises have been made, in the intervening five months very few have come to fruition.  Some examples:

 * Since our meetings with you and with the St. Pius Advisory Board in May, we have not received any formal response from Dr. McLeod on any of the issues we've raised. Nor have we received any of the information or documents we requested from her. It is clear we are being ignored.

* Your directive that theology be taught from approved textbooks with the Imprimatur is also being ignored…. 

     The content of senior theology has not changed either. The textbook will be used when relevant, but the other sources that many parents have found objectionable in the past will continue to be used. The course outline even identifies “agitation days” which some parents may find particularly objectionable and therefore want to attend…. 

* In your May letter you stated that it had been decided that an independent review would be conducted focusing on Catholic identity. We are still awaiting word on the status of this independent review….

 * You mentioned that you asked Dr. McLeod to review our request to opt out of sex education and to reply. You emphasized that it is essential that teaching on this delicate issue be identical to that of the Holy Catholic Church. We have had no response from Dr. McLeod regarding any such review. We are unaware of any policy or procedural change in this regard. To allow parents to opt out of sex education will prove to be particularly difficult at St. Pius X because it is taught in so many different classes…. 

* In my last communication to you, I mentioned that the need for a Parent Outreach Subcommittee on the Advisory Board had been called into question and that its continued existence was in doubt.  Since then it has been dissolved. All issues brought forward by concerned parents must now go through the executive committee and Dr. McLeod prior to any hearing by the Board. These are two more hoops and two more filters indicative of an organization that does not want to hear parental concerns and seeks to protect itself from accountability at the price of responsiveness to its clients….

     We realize that our request for a school board with the authority to bring accountability was not well received by you. However, we believe even more strongly that the lack of accountability to you and the parents demonstrated by the activities described above are another argument for such a board. I have mentioned that I serve on the Board of Regents for New Mexico Institute of Mining and Technology and have found the school administration very responsive to direction from the board. We are asking for a similar board at St. Pius X High School to provide accountability to you, the parents, and the Catholic Community of the Archdiocese…..

     We are very disheartened, but we will not give up. It is clear to us that some of the administration and faculty do not consider themselves accountable to parents. In fact, some are behaving in a manner that indicates they are not accountable to the Archdiocese or you as the leader of the Archdiocese…. 

     We have found that the Administration at St. Pius has simply refused to deal either with us or more importantly, with many of the issues we have raised.  Our major interest is in the spiritual development and well being of our sons and daughters. We know we share this goal with you and the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. We pray you will continue to engage in this effort to improve the Catholic environment at St. Pius X High School. We are convinced that without your strong leadership, little improvement will be forthcoming.(
The full text of this letter can be read at www.stpiusparents.com/catalog.html
Sources of “Alternative” Media for Pius HS Social Gospel Course

Do you know what your children are reading?

Call to Action related materials:

· Catholic Agitator

· Center of Concern

· National Catholic Reporter
· Network
· Pax Christi
Other far-left materials:

· Mother Jones Magazine
· Sojourners Magazine
· Tikkun Magazine
· Nonviolent Activist (War Resisters League)
· The Nation
· Catholic Worker
The course works from the principles of conscientization of Paulo Freire, an “educator” expelled from Brazil for formenting revolution and a friend of Saul Alinsky’s.

Texas IAFs Lobby for the Poor, but Salt Away Money

By Stephanie Block

Roddy Stinson, regular columnist for the San Antonio Express, is cynical about the way the San Antonio IAF locals “help” the poor.  He writes: “At the end of 2001, Communities Organized for Public Service [COPS], San Antonio’s most vocal champion of the poor, reported to IRS “savings and temporary cash investments” of $384,292.  Its sister activist organization, Metro Alliance, reported $340,081.  Total savings and investments: $724,373.”

     He asks, “Why would COPS/Metro...which is fully aware of the many community needs that go unmet because of a lack of financial resources, salt away, lay by, amass nearly three-quarters of a million dollars?”

     The answer provided by COPS/Metro is that “Maintaining acceptable and adequate financial reserves is reflective of good and proper business practice.”

      Stinson then asks: “Other than income from interest and investments ($24,994), the sources of COPS/Metro's total 2001 revenue ($592,027) were not included in the IRS report. What were the sources?”  Stinson wanted a list of financial supporters.

     To appreciate the irony of COPS/Metro’s response, one must know that “accountability nights” are the most visible activity of IAF groups.  The politician who refuses to divulge demanded information is punished with orchestrated heckling.  

     So, what did COPS/Metro respond? “The lists of the names and addresses of contributors to the organizations, both of which are tax-exempt organizations ... are not available to the public.”

     Stinson also noted that in the IRS report for 2000, COPS/Metro had expenditures of nearly $48,000 for “conferences, conventions and meetings.” He wondered what that was all about.

     The answer came back: “the amounts were spent on conferences, conventions and meetings related to the planning for and holding of numerous issue-oriented ‘house meetings’ in various of San Antonio’s neighborhoods; planning and holding city-wide conventions, bringing together many neighborhoods into a single public session; planning ‘accountability’ 

sessions with public officials to hear their responses to the organizations’ agenda of issues; planning and holding numerous training sessions designed to broadly develop leadership skills; and conducting in-depth studies of city, state and national political and economic power structures.”

     Now, volunteers conduct IAF “house meetings,” so what are the additional expenses referred to here?   The staff already has a salary for organizing – what are the thousands more required for “planning” and “training?”  Parishes pay dearly for IAF leadership development training. There’s an additional $12,059 for “travel” indicated in the IRS report, so that’s not where it’s going.  Something doesn’t add up.

     Remember, this is your Catholic Campaign for Human Development at work.  Texas IAF locals received over a half  million CCHD dollars in 2000-2001 alone.(
Say WHAT?
Call to Action in the Mainstream

     What makes Call to Action so insidious is the way its representatives manage to show up in quite respectable places without any warning or accompanying labels.  For example, The Pepper has written about Call to Action speaker Sr. Jose Hobday’s talk at Risen Savior (5/20).  The New Mexico Call to Action affiliate, Center for Action and Contemplation has not only held a major Albuquerque conference this summer on Centering Prayer (see The Pepper, 10/02), but has an ad for its autumn classes in Centering Prayer in the Archdiocesan “PMD Express” (10/02).  The September Respect Life Archdiocesan Retreat included the New Mexico Call to Action supporter, Sr. Joan Brown, as a speaker (see this issue of The Pepper, page 6) on environmentalism.  

    Now there is a Small Christian Communities Workshop conducted by Call to Action speaker Rev. Art Baranowski at Holy Rosary parish on November 15-16.  It was advertised widely around the archdiocese – on the Archdiocesan website, in the “PMD Express” (9/02), and on fliers produced by Holy Rosary.  

     Rev. Baranowski is the founder of the National Alliance of Parishes Restructuring into Communities, one of the sponsors of the San Antonio conference on small Christian communities (SCC) held this past August (see The Pepper 9/02).  Concerned that the SCC phenomena has failed to motivate its participants into social activism – such as, it was pointed out numerous times during the Conference, IAF membership – the thrust of organizations such as Baranowski’s is to help SCCs develop a “public life” and to shift control over the SCC from the parish priest to the SCC itself.  Why?  Baranowski is reported by the Call to Action News to have said: “We must begin again as church…reinvent the church, refound the church – with a different structure and leadership.” 

Of course, we don’t need Call to Action to learn what the Protestants have been advocating for years – we can go straight to the Protestants.  That’s what Deacon’s Formation program does. Included among their required reading is a book by Protestant minister Kenneth Stokes, Faith is a Verb (at the back of which, ironically, there is a bibliography that references the Call to Action speakers Evelyn and James Whitehead). Stokes’ thesis is that “questions” about the faith don’t signify a loss of faith but a maturing of the faith.  Sounds reasonable.

     However, when Stokes says “questions” he really doesn’t mean it.  The examples he gives of “questioning” people are really people who have “answers” that no longer reflect the faith of their traditions.   One wonders what the deacons-to-be are supposed to be learning from that.

Pope Instructs Bishops to Be Careful about Whom They Ordain

     In his “ad limina” address to a number of Brazilian bishops, John Paul II instructed them to screen out priestly candidates with emotional disorders. “It is my duty to stress a renewed attention to the selection of vocations to the seminary, using all available means to obtain a proper knowledge of the candidates, particularly from the moral and emotional point of view,” said the Pope. 

    The Holy Father also stressed that “fidelity to the doctrine on priestly celibacy for the Kingdom of heaven must be regarded with great esteem by the Church.” It is not “an extrinsic and useless element – a superstructure – to their priesthood, but a profound disposition to participate in the dignity of Christ and in the service of the new humanity.” 

      The Pope insisted that seminarians must not “be exposed to the disorders of formators and professors who lack explicit ecclesial communion, and clear evidence of seeking holiness.” (

Prayer for Priests

Keep them, I pray Thee, dearest Lord, keep them for they are Thine,

Thy priests whose lives burn out before Thy consecrated shrine.

Keep them for they are in the world, though from the world apart.

When earthly pleasure tempt, allure, shelter them in Thy heart.

Keep them and comfort them in those hours of loneliness and pain,

When all their sacrifice for souls seems to have been in vain.

Keep them, and O remember, Lord, they have no one but Thee.

Yet they have only human hearts, with human frailty.

Keep them as spotless as the Host that daily they caress,

Their every thought and word and deed, deign dearest Lord, to bless.
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