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Are You Helping the Poor?

by Stephanie Block

     In 1971, Albuquerque’s Catholic Communicator hailed the Campaign for Human Development’s (CHD) first collection: “Without exception, the funds were allotted for programs designed to encourage the principle of self-determination and self-sufficiency...”

     Catholics had little understanding of what the CHD meant by those words.  CHD advertising emphasized the economic development component of its grants, and many Catholics assumed that their donations were being used to alleviate poverty by promoting economic self-sufficiency programs, that is, capitalist ventures. 

     Thirty years later, despite revised funding guidelines and the word “Catholic” added to its name,” the problem remains.  An  Albuquerque Journal article, “Catholic Charity Leader Helps Working Poor” [March 28, 2000], concerning the now Catholic CHD (CCHD), described the charity as an organization “which funds self-help programs,” such as the Southwest Creations Collaborative. 

    However, only a percentage of the Campaign’s budget goes towards economic development. At least a third of CCHD money collected for the poor nationally is directed toward Alinsky-style organizing.  CHD grants in the Archdiocese of Santa Fe showed that between 1995-1998 an average of 43% went into these politically-motivated organizations rather than toward economic development projects, such as the Southwest Creations Collaborative featured in the Journal article.  In 2000, the New Mexico Alinsky-style, faith-based Albuquerque Interfaith received $30,000, its New Mexico Organizing Project was granted another $53,000, and ACORN got $20,000. 
     Those unfamiliar with Alinskyian organizing might be surprised at what Catholic money supports.  Saul Alinsky’s Rules for Radicals is an illuminating book.  It teaches that the ends justify the means, that politics is Machiavellian power play, and that “truth” is determined by consensus – which a trained organizer can manipulate towards his own purposes.   Although this is in absolute contradiction to Catholic social justice teaching and Catholic moral principles, Alinskyian faith-based organizations are given Catholic charitable grants to train Catholics to accept Alinskyian anti-principles.  Pro-life values are suppressed for “ecumenical” values and  strong moral convictions about right and wrong are subordinated to “deliberative consensus” processes. Consequently, programs promoted by Alinskyian faith-based organizations reflect the “progressive” sensibilities of their organizers.  

     A good example of this can be found within the Archdiocese of Santa Fe, whose primary Alinskyian faith-based organization, Albuquerque Interfaith, has focused on education “reform.”  This is an attractive topic to New Mexicans as parents are justifiably concerned about the quality of public education in the state. For the nearly eight years, Albuquerque Interfaith has supported progressive educational reform – resulting in continued academic decline.  In fact, according to federally funded research [www.parentscoalition.org /documents/seven-reasons.htm], these progressive educational programs have produced inferior academic achievement nationally.

They also destroy traditional parental roles, treating the parent as only one of many "stakeholders" in his child’s welfare and creating government control over all facets of a student’s life by “organizing communities around schools.”  Schools that are struggling simply to teach academic skills are asked to regulate job placement, establish a student’s “career track,” and to oversee mental and physical healthcare, dental care and welfare.  Small wonder that they produce children who can’t read well. [See “Failing Public Schools May Get NY Help,” Albuquerque Journal, August 22, 2001.]
     However well-intended donations to the CCHD are,  its continued grants to Alinskyian faith-based organizing harms the poor far more than it helps them.  Catholics should consider this at the CCHD collection.

Church Is Not a Social Agency, Pope Says

Address to Uruguayan Bishops

VATICAN CITY, SEPT. 6, 2001 (Zenit.org) John Paul II warned visiting Uruguayan bishops not “to reduce Christian communities to social agencies.” 

    The bishops are making their every-five-year “ad limina” visit to the Pope. They held individual meetings this week with the Holy Father, and concelebrated Mass with him in the papal residence of Castel Gandolfo. 

    The Pope urged them to “fearlessly proclaim the complete and authentic truth” on Christ, the Church and the world, “without reductionism or ambiguities.” 

    “It is not enough to promote the so-called values of the Kingdom, such as peace, justice, liberty, fraternity; instead, Christ must be proclaimed as the only mediator between God and men,” the Holy Father explained. 

    According to the Holy See's Statistical Yearbook, 76.5% of Uruguay's 3.3 million inhabitants are Catholics. Yet, the country has the lowest degree of practice of the faith in Latin America, in part because of the influence of anti-clerical French intellectuals of the Enlightenment. 

    John Paul II emphasized that evangelization is “the first service that the Church can render every man and the whole of humanity in today's world, which enjoys great progress, but seems to have lost the sense of ultimate realities.” 

    The Pope highlighted four decisive areas in the task of evangelization: the university, the media, the family, and the preferential option for the poor. 

University

    The Holy Father congratulated the bishops for the creation of the “Monsignor Mariano Soler” School of Theology in Montevideo, as well as the Higher Theological Pastoral Center and a three-year course in theology for the laity. 

    “The evangelization of culture” means that “everything good sown in the heart and intelligence of men, in special rites, or in the cultures of these peoples must not only not be lost, but must improve, develop and achieve its perfection for the glory of God ... and the happiness of man,” the Holy Father explained. 

Media

    “In her evangelizing action,” he said, “the Church cannot neglect the means of social communication [if she is to] reach people today, especially children and youth, with appropriate language that faithfully transmits the Gospel message.” 

    “This is the audacity, at once humble and serene, which the Christian presence inspires in the public dialogue of the media,” the Pope clarified. 

Marriage crisis

    John Paul II pointed out the “generalized deterioration of the natural and religious meaning of marriage, with worrying consequences both in the personal and public spheres.” 

    Hence, it is “necessary to engage in pastoral discernment on the alternative forms of union that today affect the institution of the family in Uruguay, especially those who regard simple de facto unions as family realities, ignorant of the true concept of conjugal love,” the Pope stressed. 

    “All laws that harm the family and make an attempt against its unity and indissolubility, or grant legal validity to unions between persons, including of the same sex, pretending to supplant, with the same rights, the family based on marriage between a man and a woman, is not a law in conformity with the divine plan,” the Pope said. 

Preferential option

for the poor

    Given the existing serious social problems, John Paul II encouraged the Church in Uruguay to continue to promote “the culture of solidarity, maintaining the preferential option for the poor with the practice of an active and concrete love toward every human being, in the face of any temptation to indifference or inhibition.” 

    “This is a realm that decisively characterizes Christian life, the ecclesial style, and the pastoral program, without ever giving in to the temptation to reduce Christian communities to social agencies” the Pope clarified. 

    John Paul II applauded the Church in Uruguay, which, “despite limited material resources, is in the front line of attention to individuals and families who live in conditions that are below the minimum required by human dignity.” 

Pro-life News

WHAT THE LAW ALLOWS: Did you know that it is legal in 30 states for pharmacists to give injections? Did you know that this includes injecting abortion-causing chemicals like Lunelle? Among those 30 states is New Mexico.  (Reading: "Pilot Pharmacy Program Gives Injections a Shot," Contraceptive Technology Update, 7/01, paid subscribers only) 

Planned Parenthood in International Abortion Funding Scandal: "The International Planned Parenthood Federation is violating US law, and there's proof to show it," said Mark DeYoung of ALL's World Life League division. "The time has come to cut all US taxpayer dollars from Planned Parenthood."  Congressional reports show that IPPF used $700,000 in US taxpayer funds to pay for abortions in Uganda and India. A congressional spokesperson described the funding scandal "as proof that [IPPF] violated their own agreement with the US government."  "IPPF receives millions of dollars to kill the preborn children of poor women of color throughout the developing world," DeYoung said. "If most Americans knew about the genocidal underpinnings of IPPF, they would shudder to think that their tax dollars have supported it." Source: www.all.org
“To Listen with a Loving Heart” 

Excerpts from a Pastoral Letter to the Catholics of the Diocese of Tulsa 

Most Rev. Edward J. Slattery, Bishop of Tulsa, OK 

....Admittedly, many of the Church’s teachings require great sacrifice. This is especially true in the moral realm where, unfortunately, any personal sacrifice is dismissed as an intolerable restriction on our human freedom. Yet it is precisely here that the world tempts us away from Christ and the abundant life He offers.

    There have been too many recent examples of painful division within our parishes and communities for us to claim that we do not know what happens when – with all the best intentions – someone teaches his or her own insights in place of the Gospel. 

    It is inevitably divisive and ultimately destructive to go contrary to the Church’s moral teaching by promoting as progressive those individual actions or social movements which are objectively sinful. To defend abortion, promiscuity, contraception, homosexual behavior, social injustice and racial prejudice by elevating minor social values such as convenience and privacy above the fundamental human right to life and the dignity of the human person is to commit a grave sin against God’s justice.

Every grave evil, even that committed with inculpable ignorance or permitted from seemingly good motives, causes grave harm.

    The result of this destructive behavior can be seen in the carnage of a century marked by the greatest violence in human history. In our own lifetime, we have witnessed world conflicts, the Holocaust, genocidal violence in Biafra and Rwanda, the nightmare of abortion in America, AIDS and every imaginable abuse of human relationships, all the result at some level – of a frightening deviation from Catholic moral teaching. 

Horoscopes at Pius High School 

    The Oracle, the student newspaper of St. Pius X High School in Albuquerque, has carried a monthly horoscope feature for years.  For September 2001, Scorpios, born between October 24 and November 22, are told “This month brings new romantic opportunities.” 

     Archbishop Michael Sheehan has finally put a stop to the practice, which while probably not taken seriously by most students had the potential for misunderstanding.

      However, it remains to be seen if the Archbishop’s censure will extend to the Pius theology department where one teacher has worked the horoscope into a lesson plan.  “We were given handouts of the Zodiac signs and told what each means...” said a student in this class. The culminating test asked students to recall their “sign.”  “It was like walking up to a buffet.  We were offered a taste of everything in this class,” the student explained, “and never told that something might not go with Catholicism or the Bible.”

Are Horoscopes Harmless?

     Is reading the daily horoscope in the paper just good, clean fun?  Not if you take seriously the words of the Catechism of the Catholic Church, which states: “All forms of divination are to be rejected: recourse to Satan or demons, conjuring up the dead or other practices falsely supposed to ‘unveil’ the future. Consulting horoscopes, astrology, palm reading, interpretation of omens and lots, the phenomena of clairvoyance, and recourse to mediums all conceal a desire for power over time, history, and, in the last analysis, other human beings, as well as a wish to conciliate hidden powers. They contradict the honor, respect, and loving fear that we owe to God alone” (CCC 2116). 

     Many popular examinations of conscience, such as “A Practical Guide for the Sacrament of Penance” issued by Human Life International, ask the penitent to consider: “Did I believe in horoscopes, fortune telling, dreams, good luck charms or reincarnation?”  The penitent is cautioned that many of these sins are mortal and require a good confession if they have been committed with sufficient reflection and full consent of the will.

     The person glancing at his daily horoscope “for fun” may find these words awfully strong.  He hardly sees himself “conjuring” up demons or usurping God’s authority.  Yet astrology, defined by the dictionary as “...the divination of the supposed influences of the stars and planets on human affairs and terrestrial events by their positions and aspects,” is condemned by Scripture as in the same category as sorcery and witchcraft (Lev. 19:26, Deut. 18:10, Deut. 18:14, 2 Kings 21:6, 2 Chron. 33:6, & Jer. 27:9) The Bible explicitly speaks against all of these practices and forbids us to listen to or practice such things. Leviticus 19:26 & 31, for example, says: “Do not practice divination or soothsaying....Do not go to mediums or consult fortune-tellers, for you will be defiled by them. I, the Lord, am your God.” (New American Bible) 

     In a letter to a parent, Archbishop Michael Sheehan recently wrote: “While some people look at horoscopes only in a joking kind of way, they can develop a superstitious attitude and practices not in keeping with the Catholic faith.”  
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