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Letter to Edward Braxton, Bishop of Belleville, Illinois

Discovering Tradition 

By John Ingram

An article about your pastoral letter of June 4, 2006 appeared in this week’s Catholic Telegraph, the archdiocesan newspaper of Cincinnati, where I live.  I have just scanned through the article on your website, and I wanted to say thank you for your thoughtful, comprehensive overview of the post-conciliar Church, and of your diocese.  Your deep pastoral concern for your flock radiates from every sentence of your letter.
     That said, I would like to share my limited perspective with you about this “decline of Common Meaning,” as you so accurately put it, with which the Church has struggled for the past 40 years.  I was born Catholic in 1951, raised Protestant after my parents divorced in 1956, and returned to the Church in 2000.  I missed the radical changes in liturgy after Vatican II and all the other upheavals, and have only read about them – though I see them continue in the present.  During RCIA and afterward, I attended Mass regularly and was quite happy with it – that is, until I went to my first Indult Mass in 2002.
     My reaction to the old Rite was to sit there in tears and wonder why in the world the Church would abandon such beauty and mystery, such intricate depth – I can’t even find words to describe it.  I left thinking “Now THAT was a Catholic Mass!”  I could immediately intuit, from my Protestant background, that the Novus Ordo was in fact a heavily Protestantized liturgy, even though it is a vast improvement over the barren and banal Protestant “services” I had attended for most of my life.
     Since this experience, I have attended both Masses, read much traditionalist literature about the troubling circumstances of the creation of the Vatican II documents, and the even more disturbing circumstances of Bugnini’s Consilium.  I have come to the conclusion, poorly informed though it may be, that your “decline of Common Meaning” is due to nothing else than the fact that Vatican II was never implemented.  Instead, a spurious and devious ideological agenda known as the “spirit of Vatican II” descended upon us, designed to secularize, individualize, balkanize, politicize, “feminize,” dissipate, and otherwise harm the Church.  The Novus Ordo, if the traditionalists are correct, is the subtle cornerstone of that spurious agenda.
     Your letter acknowledges that the pre-Vatican II Church “lived in a culture in which our unity was manifest in a high degree of uniformity.”  In other words, a culture that revolved about and was bound to its Common Meaning.  Yet you also seem to dismiss those who prefer the Tridentine Mass – the Mass of that era, and of many eras before it - as a fringe group.
     My question to you is this:  was not the Tridentine Mass the primary vehicle, especially for the laity, which preserved and nurtured that uniformity and Common Meaning?  And if that is true, would not its free restoration work to restore Common Meaning – Catholic Identity -- much more dramatically than these endless tinkerings and GIRMs necessitated by the Novus Ordo?
     I have heard it often said, in defense of the new Mass, that it too can be celebrated “reverently.”  But that is not the issue.  Lambs and chickens can be sacrificed “reverently” by pagans.  Ingredients can be added to the cauldron “reverently” by Wiccans.  The issue is not reverence but sacred mystery – which the Tridentine invokes – versus affirmation of our “status” as the “People of God” – which the Novus Ordo evokes.  One is entirely inward; the other is entirely outward -- consecration versus fellowship; invocation versus evocation.  One might even say, Catholic versus Protestant.
     I would be willing to bet that, were both Masses freely offered - and the implementation of the “Indult” has not exactly been “free” - you would find the laity gradually flocking to the old and abandoning the new.  Why?  Because we are far hungrier for truth, for sacred mystery, for tradition, and for beauty than for “full, conscious and active participation.”  I believe “Common Meaning” (I prefer the term “Common Mystery”) can be restored by the former.  The latter has had its turn for 40 years, and, as you point out indirectly, has utterly failed.  Miserably failed.
     Those who yearn for the old Mass do not do so out of some silly nostalgia, as so many have tried to insinuate.  No, they do so because it is the very calling of their souls.  It is not an act of disobedience to prefer this Mass; it is a devout prayer for salvation.
     In the Diocese of Covington, KY, right across the Ohio River, Bishop Roger Foys celebrates the Tridentine Mass himself every Sunday in the Cathedral at 12:15.  I go as often as I can for nourishment.  I don’t know if you do the same in your diocese, but if not, I prayerfully ask you to consider it.  I think that, in your heart of Catholic hearts, you will be delighted with the results. (









ABORTED FETAL CELL LINE PRODUCTS AND ETHICAL ALTERNATIVES 
 
Pro-life parents have expressed concern that many vaccines they are required to give their children have been developed from human fetal tissue obtained from aborted babies.  The chart below lists the most common vaccines given to children and an ethical alternative, when available.

According to the Pontifical Academy for Life, an arm of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, Catholic parents must use the non-fetal cell lines whenever possible.  This means there is a duty for parents to insist that their doctor order untainted vaccines, when such vaccines exist.

There are, however, no non-fetal alternatives for chickenpox, measles/mumps/rubella (taken as a single injection) or rubella taken alone, shingles, ebola, HIV, and sepsis.  In such circumstances, it is permissible to abstain from using these vaccines if it can be done without causing harm to one’s children and indirectly to the population as a whole.  Where there is a real health danger, however, the vaccines may be used on a temporary basis.   

	Disease
	Vaccine Name
	Manufacturer
	Cell Line (Fetal)
	Ethical Version
	Manufacturer
	Cell Line (Non-Fetal)

	Chickenpox
	Varivax
	Merck & Co.
	WI-38, MRC-5
	None
	N/A
	N/A

	Hepatitis A
 
	Vaqta
Havrix 
	Merck & Co
GSK
	MRC-5 
MRC-5
	Aimmungen
Not available in US
	Kaketsuken
(Japan & Europe)
	Vero (monkey)

	Hepatitis A & B 
	Twinrix
	GSK
	MRC-5
	Engerix Hep-B Only
Recombivax Hep-B Only
	GSK
Merck
	Yeast
Yeast

	Measles, Mumps, Rubella
	MMR II
	Merck & Co
	RA273, WI-38
	None
	N/A
	N/A

	Measles-Rubella
	MR VAX
	Merck & Co.
	RA273, WI-38
	Attenuvax – Measles
	Merck
	Chick embryo

	Mumps-Rubella
	Biavax II
	Merck & Co.
	RA273, WI-38
	Mumpsvax – Mumps
	Merck
	Chick embryo

	Rubella
	Meruvax II
	Merck & Co.
	RA273, WI-38
	Takahashi
Not available in US
	Kitasato Institute
(Japan & Europe)
	Rabbit

	MMR + Chickenpox
	ProQuad
	Merck & Co.
	RA273, WI-38, MRC-5
	 
None
	 
N/A
	 
N/A

	Polio
	Poliovax
	Sanofi Pasteur
	MRC-5
	IPOL
	Sanofi Pasteur
	Vero (monkey)

	Rabies
	Imovax
	Sanofi Pasteur
	MRC-5
	RabAvert
	Chiron
	Chick embryo

	Rheumatoid/OsteoArthritis
	Enbrel
	Immunex 
	WI-26 VA4
	Synvisc
	Genzyme Bio.
	None

	Sepsis
	Xigris
	Eli Lilly
	HEK-293
	Ask your doctor
	N/A
	N/A

	Shingles
	Zostavax
	Merck & Co.
	WI-38, MRC-5
	None
	N/A
	N/A

	Under Development Ebola
	TBA
	Crucell/NIH
	PER C6
	None
	N/A
	N/A

	Under Development :Flu,
Avian Flu
	TBA
	MedImmune
Vaxin, Sanofi
	PER C6,
HEK-293
	FluVirin, Flu Shield
Flu Zone, Flu Blok
	Chiron, Wyeth
Sanofi ,Protein Sci
	Chick embryo
Caterpillar

	New: HIV
	TBA
	Merck
	PER C6
	None
	N/A
	N/A

	New: Smallpox
	Acambis 1000
	Acambis
	MRC-5
	ACAM2000
MVA3000
	Acambis/Baxter
	Vero (monkey)
Chick embryo


 

 *TBA:  To Be Announced – Vaccine is under development; unnamed at present.   NOTE:  ALL CURRENT FLU VACCINES USE ETHICAL CELL LINES.

Physician Order Line:                                    
Merck (Measles, Mumps) 800-422-9675                       GSK: (Hepatitis-B) 866-475-8222        
Sanofi Pasteur: (Polio) 800-822-3463                             Chiron:(Rabies) 800 244-7668 (PST) Wyeth:  (Flu) 800 666-7248
 

	Note:  Immune-Globulin shots will provide temporary immunity (3-5 months) for Hepatitis-A and Rubella.  IGIM is a series of antibodies taken from donor blood designed to boost the immune system against specific diseases.  No aborted fetal cell lines are used.


  
NOTE:  IF THE VACCINE YOU ARE QUESTIONING IS NOT LISTED HERE, IT DOES NOT USE ABORTED FETAL CELL LINES.

The chart above is taken from Children of God for Life (www.cogforlife.org). 
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Cover:  Battle of Lepanto, October 7


Gallerie dell'Accademia, Venice c. 1572





Auxilium Christianorum, The Help of Christians





Our glorious Queen, since her Assumption, has been the minister of numberless services to the elect people of God upon earth, and to His Holy Church. This title of “Help of Christians” relates to those services of which the Divine Office, while recording and referring to the occasion on which it was given to her, recounts five, connecting them more or less with the Rosary. 


The first was on the first institution of the Devotion of the Rosary by St. Dominic, when, with the aid of the Blessed Virgin, he succeeded in arresting and overthrowing the formidable heresy of the Albigenses in the South of France. 


The second was the great victory gained by the Christian fleet over the powerful Turkish Sultan, in answer to the intercession of Pope St. Pius V, and the prayers of the Associations of the Rosary all over the Christian world; in lasting memory of which wonderful mercy Pope Pius introduced her title “Auxilium Christianorum” into her Litany; and Pope Gregory XIII., who followed him, dedicated the seventh day of October, the day of the victory, to Our Lady of the Rosary.








Buddhism around the Archdiocese of 


  Santa Fe





The Archdiocese of Santa Fe’s Pastoral Plan, section on Ecumenism (Goal 3: Interreligious Dialogue) says that the Archdiocese has a history of interreligious dialogue with those from the Buddhist faith tradition.   Some examples of that “dialogue” have been:





According to People of God (Archdiocese of Santa Fe newspaper), June-July 2004 issue, Mary Ann Kundtz, MS, Centering Prayer facilitator, Oblate of St. Benedict, and leader in Christian, Hindu, and Buddhist meditation “traditions,” taught her unique perspective at the Santa Fe Spirituality Institute.  (July 2004 Pepper)





In February 2005, the Spiritual Renewal Center hosted a Buddhist Silent Vipassana Retreat, including sitting and walking meditation with a dharma talk each evening. (February 2005 Pepper)





The October 2005 People of God advertised the 4th Annual Detention Ministry Day held at the Catholic Center and sponsored by the Archdiocese.  Among the afternoon workshops, “Praying with Art: Using Mandalas – Sacred Circles” was offered.


     In Tibetan Buddhism, a mandala is an imaginary palace that is contemplated during meditation, often illustrated with four gates, facing the four corners of the Earth.  Most mandalas contain a host of deities. The symbol of Buddha lives in the center, surrounded by four male and four female deities, facing the corners of the earth and together forming a lotus flower.  One may also find, among other symbols, the Dharma Wheel, whose eight hubs represent the Eightfold Path, leading to perfection.  (November 2005 Pepper) 





And, as always, one can enjoy the Zen meditation “sitting room” (� HYPERLINK "http://www.laycontemplative.org" ��www.laycontemplative.org�) at Fr. Richard Rohr’s Center for Action and Contemplation, a retreat center listed in the Archdiocesan Directory.





Excerpts from…


Catholicism and Buddhism: Compatible Beliefs? 





By Peter Mirus


CatholicCulture.org





Buddhism was introduced to the United States near the beginning of the 20th century, and over the past 30 years or so, Buddhism has crept into our cultural consciousness. For some it is known as having been co-opted into a marketing campaign (such as to promote the Zen Micro MP3 player), for others as a cause for Hollywood celebrities, for still others a trend in architectural design, etc. 


But for many others – approximately one million U.S. believers among 380 million worldwide who profess to be Buddhists rather than merely being spiritually or creatively influenced by its philosophies – it is a religion or deeply felt philosophy for both living and bringing peace to our troubled world. 





What is Buddhism? Is it a philosophy or system of ethics, like Confucianism, or a religion? Most importantly, does Buddhism or any of its practices lend anything to the practice of the Catholic faith? 


Even devout followers of Buddha are divided over the matter of whether or not Buddhism is a religion or a philosophy. Part of the allure of Buddhism is that its essential tenets are supposedly based on Buddha’s observations (empirical evidence, as it were) rather than faith, and that Buddha reputedly encouraged his followers to personally test ideas rather than follow leadership blindly. From that viewpoint, it appears to be a philosophy. However, due to certain spiritual elements, the fact that Buddhism defines a sort of “salvation” and how to get there, and its monastic tradition, it appears to be a religion. 


Practically, it is six of one, a half dozen of the other; the question of how to classify Buddhism (as being a theological or philosophical pursuit) is largely immaterial. No matter how it is classified, Buddhism still may possess indispensable articles of belief that are contrary to the teachings of the Church. 


The essentials of Buddhism revolve around the Four Noble Truths: 


1. There is suffering in the world, both of the mental and the physical variety. 


2. Suffering is the result of inordinate attachment to one’s desires. 


3. By doing away with inordinate desires (or attachments) you can do away with suffering. 


4. There is a definite method by which one may achieve this goal: the Noble Eightfold Path (pursuing right view, intention, speech, action, livelihood, effort, mindfulness, concentration).


This is a very cursory abstract of Buddhist principles, but introductory material to the subject (in printed articles and online) can be nearly as cursory. So if you were just doing a quick survey or were on the receiving end of a New Age pitch for practicing Buddhist meditation techniques, etc., you wouldn’t necessarily see an incompatibility with Christian values. 


The inexperienced soul might run down the checklist. 


1. The Church admits to the existence of mental and physical suffering. 


2. The Church frankly admits that separating oneself from inordinate desires (or exercising control over the passions) is critical to personal holiness. 


3. Naturally if everyone is holy there will be less suffering. 


4. Nobody should disagree with this. We should all have right intention, only speak in a respectful and honest manner, act in peaceable and humble ways, pursue a career that does no harm to others, exert oneself with an eye towards self improvement, thus being able to see things clearly and attain a level of holiness where all ego has disappeared.


Additional “points in favor”: 


5. The Catholic Church encourages spiritual meditation, and Buddhism encourages meditation. 


6. Comparative studies have been done of the sayings of Buddha to the words of Christ. Many (if not most) do so with the intention of pointing out the similarities so as to promote greater dialogue and a sense of mutual purpose between the two religions.


These apparent similarities led to heightened Catholic interest in Buddhism with the rise of the New Age movement in the 1980’s and 1990’s. Some imagined that Buddhism had many new insights to offer to Christianity in general and Catholicism in particular due to their supposed compatibilities. 


But Pope John Paul II threw water on that fire in 1994’s Crossing the Threshold of Hope with comments regarding Buddhism that received a good amount of press at the time (and also a lot of debate). In his comments, our late pontiff really didn’t pull any punches, calling Buddhism “in large measure an ‘atheistic’ system’.” He pulled the carpet out from under comparisons to Catholicism by pointing out that the ultimate end of man for Christians is union with God, while for Buddhists it is Nirvana (complete detachment, or a state of nothingness). 


Two separate warnings concluded the Pope’s remarks on this subject. The first deals with the notion of extracting certain characteristics of Buddhism and incorporating them into Catholic practice: 





For this reason it is not inappropriate to caution those Christians who enthusiastically welcome certain ideas originating in the religious traditions of the Far East—for example, techniques and methods of meditation and ascetical practice. In some quarters these have become fashionable, and are accepted rather uncritically. First one should know one's own spiritual heritage well and consider whether it is right to set it aside lightly. Here we need to recall, if only in passing, the brief but important document of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith “On Certain Aspects of Christian Meditation” (10/15/1989). Here we find a clear answer to the question “whether and how [Christian prayer] can be enriched by methods of meditation originating in different religions and cultures.”





Second, relating Buddhism to the New Age movement and its Gnostic aspects, the Pope wrote: 





A separate issue is the return of ancient Gnostic ideas under the guise of the so-called New Age. We cannot delude ourselves that this will lead toward a renewal of religion. It is only a new way of practicing gnosticism—that attitude of the spirit that, in the name of a profound knowledge of God, results in distorting His Word and replacing it with purely human words. Gnosticism never completely abandoned the realm of Christianity. Instead, it has always existed side by side with Christianity, sometimes taking the shape of a philosophical movement, but more often assuming the characteristics of a religion or para-religion in distinct, if not declared, conflict with all that is essentially Christian.





By means of these and � HYPERLINK "http://www.catholic.net/RCC/POPE/HopeBook/chap14.html" \t "top" �other articulate remarks�, the Holy Father clearly drew a sharp line between Buddhism and Christianity, rejecting any notion that the two are of like purpose and insisting that Buddhist principles are to be gravely cautioned against. 


Interestingly, some critics of the Pope’s remarks stated with vigor that Buddhism is not “atheistic.” Counter attacks varied. One Buddhist commented in rebuttal that followers of Buddha believe that he was the “teacher of gods and men,” and that some Buddhists believe in multiple deities or spirits that look after the affairs of both men and nature. Others pointed out that certain teachings of Buddha specifically point to an uncreated being without which nothing would be in existence. 


Please note that though these arguments object to the Pope’s characterization of Buddhism, they in fact do nothing to bring it closer to Catholicism. 


…[T]here is an attractive simplicity to Buddhism in its “middle road” of peace and moderation, as well as its solemn and ascetic rituals. Buddhism offers for your consideration inner peace and material detachment, as well as specific practices for improving oneself and making the world a better place. The world is fast-paced, panicky, and loud. The Buddhist life is presented as being well paced, with well-reasoned intentions that transform into peaceful actions. 


These things can be inviting to wandering Catholic souls fed up with the world’s egocentrism, but who feel that their own faith is, by contrast, considerably more bulky and complex. There is a feeling among many Catholics that to be truly Catholic in every action necessitates extensive time for research, and that you have to be an intellectual to practice spiritual meditation. Buddhism, I regret to say, is probably better “marketed” than the Catholic faith. But the Pope is right: for Buddhists, salvation is a privation of individual consciousness; for Catholics salvation is an eternally fulfilling relationship with a loving Creator. There is no comparison. 


Thus the Pope also comments that Catholic spirituality picks up where Buddhism leaves off. For both Buddhists and Catholics “detachment” is important, but for Catholics detachment is not an end in itself. St. Francis de Sales preached that man must desire to “possess his soul” rather than allow it to be possessed by worldly things. Catholics pursue this for the purpose of elevating their soul by offering it back to Christ. So detachment is a means to a rich and meaningful “higher awareness” (if you will) that reaches its culmination in seeing God face to face. 


In truth, from its individual practices to its ultimate goal, Buddhism possesses nothing of value that is not already possessed and perfected by Catholicism.  (
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An image of Christ assuming a position of contemplation in the "yoga" style (New Age example)
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Buddhist leader Hsing Yun of Taiwan presents Pope John Paul II with a crystal Madonna during their private meeting at the Vatican.








It’s Not the Same





Marriage at an indult Latin Mass is nothing like marriage at the Balloon Fiesta Park





By Valerie Lubitz





There was a note from the Archbishop in a recent parish bulletin (July 30, 2006) that read:





In accord with our Archdiocese of Santa Fe Marriage Policy, available through the Tribunal, we have the policy that we do not allow Catholic weddings to be held in gardens, near a lake, on a ranch, at Balloon Fiesta Park, the Loretto Chapel in Santa Fe, wedding chapels in hotels, at the Mission of San Miguel in Santa Fe, or during the Latin Mass at San Ignacio Parish, etc.  We teach that marriage should be in a more spiritual place, in a Church itself.  This is in accord with our long-standing religious tradition.  The most important thing about this Sacrament is that the couple being married draw upon the grace of the Lord and beg God’s graces for the success of the marriage.  Our policy is based on the desire to help the couple have not just a wedding, but a marriage that will last with God’s help throughout their lives.  Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.  Most Rev. Michael J. Sheehan [emphasis added]





This note would lead one to believe that the people attending the Latin Mass at San Ignacio Parish are either out of the Archdiocese or out of the Church.  However, San Ignacio Parish is an Archdiocesan parish and always has a red light burning because our Lord is always present there.  The Latin Masses offered there on Sundays at noon are with the full permission of Archbishop Michael Sheehan.  


Now, while most people who attend the Latin Mass offered at San Ignacio understand that there are limitations to the “permission” given by the archbishop for this indult Mass, why has it been lumped together with secular places that are clearly inappropriate for nuptials?  How can one compare San Ignacio’s Latin Mass to the Balloon Fiesta Park?


The limitations that have been imposed on the celebration of the Latin Mass at San Ignacio are not limitations imposed by the Holy See.  Quite the contrary, the Holy Father has asked that generous application be given to those individuals attached to the Tridentine Rite.  Since our own Archbishop was ordained before the completion of Vatican Council II in the Tridentine Rite, and it was a beautiful and holy ceremony, why is there such lack of generosity to those few young people who seek to be married in the traditional practices of their faith heritage?  


“Diversity” and “unity” seem to be archdiocesan goals that apply to everyone except Catholics who worship according to the rites of the saints. (  oHoH Holy hhhhhhhhhh
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EMMANUEL: God With Us and Priesthood





By Marie P. Loehr 





Woe to the shepherds who mislead and scatter the flock of my pasture,


says the Lord.


- Jeremiah 23:1





… Jesus saw a vast crowd. He pitied them, 


for they were like sheep without a shepherd…


- Mark 6:34





Christ calls himself the Good Shepherd. He says he knows his sheep, and his sheep know him. What does this mean in relation to the priesthood? What is the difference between the priesthood of all the faithful, “all we like sheep,” received at Baptism, and the priesthood of individual males, our good shepherds, received in Holy Orders?


The Catechism of the Catholic Church speaks of the “ecclesial service of the ordained minister.” In the person of the ordained minister and his sacrificial service to the Church, “it is Christ himself who is present to his Church as Head of his Body, Shepherd of his flock, high priest of the redemptive sacrifice, Teacher of Truth. In other words, Christ the one High Priest is the source of all priesthood. “. . . the priest of the old law was a figure of Christ, and the priest of the new law acts in the person of Christ,” in persona Christi. [CCC, p. 430-431, nn. 1546--1549] The ordained priest acts in the person of Christ himself, Emmanuel, God with us. Christ acts through the priest directly in the sacraments, of which the Eucharist is core and fullness.


It is true that Baptism confers on all the faithful a participation in Christ’s ministry as priest, prophet, king. “For in Him all the faithful are made a holy and royal priesthood. They offer spiritual sacrifices to God through Jesus Christ, and they proclaim the perfections of Him who has called them out of darkness into His marvelous light. Hence, there is no member who does not have a part in the mission of the whole Body. Rather, each one ought to hallow Jesus in his heart and bear witness to Jesus in the spirit of prophecy.” [The Documents of Vatican II, “Decree on the Ministry and Life of Priests,” Walter J. Abbott Edition, Angelus Press, pp. 533-534] This means we live the Mass and the sacraments in the activities of our daily lives. We make our life a Mass, offering our bodies, our persons, in union with Christ, in prayer, work, suffering and joy. 


We live the sacraments in our service to all those around us: our “neighbors,” but also in prayer, work, suffering, joy. 


When we use water to quench thirst or clean up; when we prune sin from our own lives or pull the weeds of confusion from others’ lives,  listening to their problems and offering them healing counsel; when we feed others materially or spiritually; when we pour love and mercy and the Good News on those around us; when we shepherd our own flocks at home and at work; when we serve others in illness and the approach of death; when we pursue union with Christ and live our vows--as spouses, priests, religious or single persons: then we are living the sacraments of Baptism, Penance, Eucharist, Confirmation, Orders, Unction and Matrimony in our bodies, in our lives.


We live priest, prophet, king in our daily sacrifices, in our daily example, in our daily discipline over ourselves and in our tender shepherding of those for whom we have responsibility or obligation. That is the work of saints. It is demanding. It is constant, waking or sleeping. We are to be Christ for others, living the works of mercy. Or as Fr. de Caussade, S.J., would say, following the commandments, fulfilling the obligations of our state in life, finding God in ALL--good or ill. 


In that sense, in our membership in the Church, the Bride and Body of Christ, we are Christ in a mystical, spiritual way. Orders, however, confers a totality of priesthood on individual men that makes Christ truly God with us, truly present, able to consecrate the bread and wine to BE the Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of the Second Person of the Trinity, true God and true Man, through the priest’s own hands, words, actions. Orders confers a totality of priesthood on individual men that makes Christ truly present in the sacrament of Penance, in the confessional, so that the priest forgives sins truly and efficaciously in persona Christi. Because the sacrament of healing, or Unction, ordinarily ought to combine both Eucharist and Penance, only the priest can confer this sacrament, in its fullness, as well. 


Laypersons may baptize in case of emergency. Bishops normally confirm, and ordain. Spouses are the ministers of Matrimony with one another, and the priest is witness for the Church. Ordained deacons may also act in place of the priest for certain defined functions, and some liturgical functions. But only the priest can consecrate the Eucharist and forgive sins, efficaciously, i.e., in act and fact and effect.


Only the priest, the alter Christus (“another” Christ) can live God-with-us, Emmanuel.


Only the priest, in fullness, can live Christ, the image of the Father, among us. “He who sees me sees the Father,” Christ tells Philip at the Last Supper. The bishop, in whom the completion of Orders resides, is “like the living image of the Father,” typos tou Patros, as the Catechism quotes St. Ignatius of Antioch [p. 431].


The priest is “Father” because he is a spiritual father to us, through the sacraments, but also through his sacrifice, his witness, his rule over us--in his sacrificial, liturgical, ministerial role of priest, prophet, king. The priest who is responsible for leading a parish, Christ-bridegroom to parish-bride, is called a pastor. This is the Latin for “shepherd.” He is called to know his flock, and his flock is called to know him insofar as it is possible. All the other ministers, religious or lay, in a given parish are simply his eyes, voice and hands, extensions of his shepherding, ministering to the flock in his name, which is to say, Christ’s name – imitating Christ who ministered in the Father’s name.


Are non-ordained religious and lay people important to the ministry of the priest/pastor? Absolutely. As long as they operate according to all orthodox, scriptural, hierarchical order!


A pair of articles in the ABQ Journal during July noted with great wonder and amazement that, gosh, women are taking over and carrying out all sorts of ministries in the Catholic parish these days. Wow! Feminine, or feminist, empowerment!?! This is seen as a treasure trove of dedicated worker bees in a time of an apparent shortage of priests. 


This is real change, yes?


No! 


This reveals abysmal ignorance of Church history and practice. Women have always run the actual parish, under the direction of the pastor. They did it without notice, pay, titles, or academic certification. They did it marvelously well. Women have been the infantry of the Church, slogging it out in the trenches for two thousand years. Many of them are canonized saints--part of a rich heritage of women, lay and religious, who have labored in the vineyards throughout the history of the Church. The catalog of these women begins with Mary, the Mother of God.


Women are not doing this in our so enlightened age. They are still doing it, as they always have. Today, it has a formal name: ministry. Today, it may require either diocesan or academic courses and certification, the modern bureaucratic dog-obedience training program. Today, media publicity marvels at the ordinary daily “mothering” a parish always requires, and has always received.


But neither laywomen, laymen, vowed religious, or even ordained deacons can replace the priest as the Bridegroom to his parish, as the person of Christ, Emmanuel. In this day of fatherless families, and “empowered” single-mother sisterhood, certain elements in the Church embrace this false model of family for the Church itself in a subtle nouveau Reformation. Many prelates, priests, and laity opt for the divorce of priest from parish. Many claim this is desirable in a mature Church of empowered lay ministry, as if laity have moped in the pews and mewled prayers in secret, for long immature centuries. Many believe parishes can be more successful without a priest, like the baptized Japanese, who kept the faith alive in Japan, without priests, for some 200 years or so. Is this possible? Is it desirable?


We’ll examine that question in next month’s column. (


	





	





	








My reaction to the old Rite was to sit there in tears and wonder why in the world the Church would abandon such beauty and mystery, such intricate depth…
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Around the Nation





Parents Get a Break New regulations issued May 15, 2006 by the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops allow parents to remove their children from diocesan-sponsored training programs in child sex abuse prevention.  While dioceses and Eastern-rite eparchies are required to provide safe environment programs for clergy, religious, lay employees, parents and volunteers who come in contact with children, parents can choose not to have their children participate. In such cases, the parents are to be offered training materials and asked to sign a form attesting to their decision if parents do not sign the form, a church administrator is to file a form noting the opt-out decision. 


 


Priestess Wannabe In July 2006, 12 women took part in a “simulated” ordination ceremony in Pittsburgh - eight with an eye to the priesthood and four to the deaconate.  Roman Catholic Womenpriests, which organized the event, has held similar ceremonies in Canada and Europe.  


     The Catholic Diocese of Pittsburgh sent a report to the Vatican about the event, saying the women have excommunicated themselves from the church by participating in the mock ceremony. 
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Pittsburgh 2006





Big Labor Betrays the Little Guy:  The AFL-CIO’s Executive Committee opposed California’s parental notification for abortion initiative, causing Fr. Frank Pavone, National Director of Priests for Life, to write: “It’s an absolute betrayal of working families that the people who are supposed to represent them, their unions, have decided to help undermine their roles as parents….The AFL-CIO Executive Council can no longer claim to represent the little guy when it backs the mega-million dollar abortion industry over the interests of its own members.” 


 








Letters to the Editor





New Mexico School Standards   Dear Editor: There is one minor correction to your article “New Mexico School Standards” (August 2006 Pepper). The “variety of sexual activities” described for 6th graders to know is part of one of two curricula approved and recommended for schools to teach.  The explicit details are not in the Health Standards as such, but are certainly allowed by them. This particular curriculum can be rejected by school systems.  It IS the State Department of Health's ABSTINENCE curriculum, called, “Making A Difference."  It is one of two that the State has determined satisfies the Federal criteria for ABSTINENCE education.�     New Mexico was rejected from receiving Federal funds for abstinence education (the only kind that the federal government currently is funding), because the State Departments of Health and Education requested funding for�abstinence education up until 6th grade only.  The federal government refused this, saying funds would only be allotted for consistent abstinence education through the high school years.   -  AC





Bishop Michael Sheridan   Dear Editor: We absolutely love your newsletter.  We are new subscribers and we are always anxious to receive the next issue.  


     The article in Around the Nation (July 2006) featured Bishop Michael Sheridan of the Diocese of Colorado Springs.  We live in this Diocese and we were very proud to read that our bishop was considering “defunding the Pikes Peak Justice and Peace Commission unless it condemned abortion and pledged to uphold Church teachings...”


     When, in August, we checked our diocese website for additional news on the subject, we noticed that our local St. Mary's Cathedral was sponsoring the “Sisters Witness against War” luncheon at the Cathedral’s center.  What has happened to the Bishop's request?   Is the Pikes Peak Justice and Peace Commission ignoring this request, or is Bishop Sheridan turning a blind-eye to the fact that the Commission is still holding functions at the diocese‘s facilities?  We're confused.  Should we pose this question to the diocese?  Thank you and God bless you, EG





From the editor: Bishop Sheridan’s request that the Pikes Peak Justice and Peace Commission have consistent pro-life values occurred in 2004.  LPC emailed PPJPC about the situation and received this response:  Thanks for your inquiry.  This was before my time, but the information I have says that we were unwilling to accept Bishop Sheridan's terms, i.e. public condemnation of abortion and public opposition to same-sex marriage and all LGBT issues,  for continued financial support from the local Catholic Diocese and so he severed all ties with us.  There are two Coloado-based Catholic churches who still donated tithes to us once a year however, Ave Maria Caltholic Church (Parker, CO) and Our Lady of the Woods Catholic Church (Woodland Park, CO). I hope this answers your questions, please let me know if I can be of further assistance.Thanks! Shanyn Doan, Executive Director, Pikes Peak Justice and Peace Commission








Around the Archdiocese





Old News Ever Relevant: The March 2006 People of God (Archdiocese of Santa Fe newspaper) showed a picture of the rabidly pro-abortion governor of New Mexico, Bill Richardson, flanked by the three, broadly smiling bishops of New Mexico.  The article accompanying the photo said the bishops “stressed that every candidate, policy, and political platform should be measured by how they touch the human person: whether they enhance or diminish human life, dignity, and human rights, and how they advance the common good.”  It might help if the bishops explained to the Catholic Richardson that this “human life” business is serious and abortion is an excommunicable sin.  





Madonna Retreat Center: In July 2006, an aspiring belly dancer could attend the “Wise Woman Retreat,” right next door to the Chancery.  During this 3-day retreat, one could hone her technique with belly pilates, hip drills, and yoga, learn how to develop a dance business, and get tips on costumes, make-up, and hair.  





Spiritual Renewal Center:  February 17-18, 2007, one can attend a Progoff Intensive Journal Method retreat - an integrated system using writing exercises to help you “gain awareness about diverse areas of your life, connect with your real self, and develop a more meaningful life.” 


     No, it’s not Catholic.  To assist ministers in personal development, the “system” uses patented “Process MeditationTM methods [to] provide an integrated set of procedures for deepening inner experience in the context of your entire spiritual life. They provide an ongoing spiritual discipline for working actively and systematically at an inner level reaching toward an experience of greater meaning.”


     Frankly, the belly dancing sounds like more fun.





Sangre de Cristo Renewal Center: The Albuquerque Vipassana Sangha (see February 2005 Pepper for more information about Vipassana Buddhism), which will hold its October 2006 retreat at the Spiritual Renewal Center, will be at the Sangre de Cristo Renewal Center, Santa Fe, in January 2007.  The Albuquerque Vipassana Sangha is in the Theravada Buddhist tradition.  Theravada is the school of Buddhism that draws its scriptural inspiration from the Tipitaka, or Pali canon, which is believed to contain the earliest surviving record of the Buddha’s teachings.


     The De La Salle Christian Brothers founded the Sangre de Cristo Renewal Center in 1962. 





The Madonna Center, Spiritual Renewal Center, and Sangre de Cristo Renewal Center are listed as “Catholic Resources” in the Archdiocese of Santa Fe’s Directory.  














October Calendar





Los Pequeños Monthly Meeting


October 20, 2006:


Call (505) 293-8006 for information.





Pro-life Prayer:


Planned Parenthood Abortuary


701 San Mateo Blvd. 


Holy Innocents Chapel: (505) 266-4100





12 noon, Thursday 


Mass at the Holy Innocents Chapel


Fr. Stephen Imbarrato


For more information, call 


(505) 266-4100





(





A 


Los Pequeños Pepper gift subscription is only $10.  





What a great Christmas or birthday gift for friends and relatives!





(





Project Defending Life 


Life Chain �October 1, 2006


Time: 2:30 – 3:30 PM


Location: NM 528 in Rio Rancho on the sidewalks around the INTEL plant.


Contact Phil Sevilla for more information:


philsevilla@cableone.net








For me it is a question between acknowledging some risk to children to develop diseases (I experienced chicken pox, mumps and measles as did many of my peers with little more than discomfort) and the moral risk of continuing down the slippery slope of more and more tolerance of abortion and its so-called 'related benefits'.  Any 'benefit' of any type derived from abortion or abortion related industries should be taboo for conscientious Catholics. 


– Bishop Robert Vasa





October 1st: 120 Martyr-Saints 





In 2000 Pope John Paul II canonized 120 martyrs, identified as “Augustin Tchao and companions.”  Eighty-seven of these were native Chinese - the first ever to be canonized - while the remaining 33 were European missionaries who served in China. All of them lived and died around the late 19th and early 20th centuries, many dying during the Boxer Rebellion of 1900. 


Among the martyrs were some as young as nine years.  Many were killed in the church in the village of Tchou-Kia-ho, where they were taking refuge and were in prayer together. 


October 1st is the Feast of the Chinese Martyrs and also is the National Day of People’s Republic of China. The persecution of the Roman Catholic Church in China began again in 1949 when the Chinese communists took control of the country.  In response, the Cardinal Kung Foundation designated October 1st or the Sunday closest to October 1st as the Annual Mass for the “persecuted, underground Roman Catholic Church in China.”


The cost of being a Catholic in China today remains severe: 





If you were a Chinese national, living in China today, and attending a Mass celebrated by an underground Roman Catholic priest, you would be fined 500 yuan which is approximately one month's salary for one worker in China. The priest who said the Mass would be fined twice as much. If you were caught the 2nd and 3rd time, the fine would be doubled. If you were caught the fourth time, you would be expelled from the city to the countryside with much reduced living space. As a result, when hundreds of millions of Catholics attended Easter and Christmas Masses around the world, there were no Roman Catholic Masses in most parts of China. [Cardinal Kung Foundation Web Site www.cardinalkungfoundation.org] 


Under communism’s “Cultural Revolution,” countless Catholic women were raped for being Catholic; many families were robbed and their property confiscated; and numerous Catholics were tortured and crucified. Some who refused to renounce their faith had kerosene poured over their heads and were burned to death.   One had her ten fingers cut and was forced to eat excrement. Attending Mass, praying the Rosary, or teaching catechism, were considered crimes against the State.  �     Today, survivors are team leaders, medical workers, and core members in their churches, and earnest attendees of daily Mass, some walking with crutches.  (


To read more about the plight of Chinese Catholics today, visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.cardinalkungfoundation.org" ��www.cardinalkungfoundation.org�.
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