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Alrisco is located just west of the Rio Grande. Go nerth
on Atrisco off Bridge Blvd, or south on Atrisco off Central
Avenue and go one mile to Holy Family Church,

Take the Stadium Exit off 1-25 and turn westen 1o
Stadiym. Stadium becomes Bridge Bivd, and crosses
the R.o Grande. Tum right on 1o Atrisco and go about 1
mile to Haly Famity Chureh en your right hand side. Just
past the Church, pull into the pariing lot and drive all the
way to the rear of the lol. The C.A.C. is the long building
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at the back of the parking lot.
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By Thomas M. Williams

. In the last issue of Radical Grace, an olive branch
of reconciliation was offered to the lesbian and gay
community. Not only did Rev. Brian Taylor make
such a gesture but the CAC took the courageous and
natural step Lo reach oul to those of us in the Church
who have been faithful to the Gospe!l in spite of
years of institutionalized marginalization and
condemnation.

In response 1o the Church's message, same of us,
have acted up and expressed in loud voices our
desire 1o be recognized much in the same way
Martha called on the Lord 1o see ber. I believe the
energy of Mary bhas been equally present for the
hemosexual communily. Many of us have sal at the
feet of Jesus while others were disrupting liturgy in
Saint Paurick's, Others have quietly sat and listened
10 the words of the Lord and the resonance of those
words with our being. We have reclined in awe of
the wonderful and healing words of Christ.

The words of Andrew Harvey seem to fully
express the response to Christ's teaching by many
lesbian and gay persons in the church. "1 realize that
the voice, thal inner voice, was lelling me 1o bless
and accept my sexual nawre, which had filled my
youth with loneliness, pain and guilt. | had to love
my sexuality fearlessly before I could transform it."
Through the wruth of Scriplure many of us have
come 10 love our sexualily, ransforming the gift of
homosexuality to a glorification of God,

The olive branch of reconciliation can never be a
onc-sided offering; there are always two parties, =
involved, whether it can be the individual and God
or Church. There is always the giver and, for the
peace of reconciliation to be realized, there must be
a willing recipient.

Too often | have waited for
the Church to accept me. |
‘have come to realize | must

Bridge Building
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the Church to accept me. |

i have come to realize | must
accept the Church in all her
wounded beauty.

As only one gay man within the Church, 1 openly

* and sincerely accept the olive branch and desire to

bring it to the many who need (o be renewed in the
love of the Church, But ] also recognize as a gay
man | must offer my own olive branch, There were
many times | rejected the Church and her rituals,
often using my scxuality as the wedge and
rationalization of my disdain. Angrily, I would
blame the Church for all the ills of my life and the
world as a whole. Too often | have waited for the
Church to accept me. | have come to realize | must
accepl the Church in all her wounded beauty.

As a means of contributing to the reconciliation

* between the gay community and the Church, 1,
- along with a number of others, have formed a group

called Bridge Building. Bridge Building isa
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