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sin—as sin—for Christian transformation to take place. The law system does not and cannot reall
demand this. It is powerless.

On the level of society, we are in a new historical situation of awareness of victims' rights, of th
apparent “"unhealability” of the pedophile personality, of the “safe” harbor that priesthood has been fo
bath victims and perpetrators, This awareness should have made the church assess these situation
very differently over the past 20 years; we are at serious fault for not leaming quicker. But along wit
our ignorance or blindness about the pedophilia issue, we had much innocence about the cutthroa
nymrn hﬁnmmmnmmjm and ignorance about sexuality itself (an ignorance w

the therapeutic community until 20 years ago). The whole picture is now re-framed; ou
lunmlnumhltanall-llrmhlm

Our Christian goal must still be the healing and reconciliation of the individual and, by implication, of th
society. Mercy, patience, forgiveness, absolute trust in the possibllity of growth and transformation, an
God's power to save are our specialties, our prlrr.lry products. We dare not be so hard on ourselve
that we forget that we are much more protective of the individual and confidentiality than the system is
even though, most unfortunately, we did not protect the victims in this case. Yet, | have done the sam
in giving pastoral advice o wife abusers, murderers, and rapists at the county jail. | tell them what the
must do, yet | have no access to the offended party—except through them! | just pray and hope that th
absolution and advice have some salutary effect. There is much room for anger and a sense of betraya
in today's situation, but people must be fair and know that this is the "also good" framework that w
confessors worked out of for most of our lives.

Our goal is restorative justice, while the best the system can do Is retributive justice. The Law canno
ever promise God's restorative justice, much less offer true transformation. We have something muc
better to give, and we had better not lose it out of fear of lawsuits or fear of looking foolish. We dare no
lose our compassion, our patience, our trust, our solidarty with sinners, our capacity for simpl
kindness, or we have lost everything Jesus taught us. We must both protect victims and heal sinners o
both sides, an awesome task in this context.

“The Myth of Male Celibacy"

THE REVELATIONS OF the last year seem to be the beginning of the end of what some call “the myt
of celibacy.” It's not that male celibacy was always false or deceitful, but it was in great part an artificia
construct. Men, with the best of original intentions, found out that they were not the mystics tha
ﬂﬂhﬂv demanded. That s exactly the Wﬂlmduﬂmwm

, It demands conscious communion at a rather mature level, it demands man
mmmmummwm lnditd.mndlllpﬁ:iﬂcmwbuid-

by
who do not know how to relate to other people and to women in particular.

None of these are bad men; they are just on a many-staged journey, and we have provided them a
attractive way-station that often seems to work—for a while. But then they go on to the next stage an

trapped, )
with their now public and professed image.
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aw ndmcid what the Spirlt does not appear to be sustai The substructure has
collay - Unl Eordhulldsmohmmuborlnwhmm (_Pulrniz?ﬂ

Add to that a rather large superstructure of ascribed status and security, and we have a system that is
set up for collapse. Studies of male initiation say it is dangerous to give ascribed status to a man who

has not journeyed into powerlessness. He will likely not know how to handle power, and may even
abuse It, as we have now seen,

E’Eﬂmngi | think healthy male celibacy Is rare lndth most healthy as an "initiation” stage.
‘boundaries, discipline, integrity, depth, and surrender to God. In the long run, most men, as
the Buddha statues fllustrate, need to have one hcnd touching the earth, the concrete, the physical, the
material, the sexual. If they do not. the other hand" s nowhere.

WE SHOULD MOVE ahead reaffirming our approach to grace, healing, mercy, solidarity with sinners,
patience, and transformation—while also cooperating with the social system whenever there are true
victims' rights to be redressed. We should do this generously, magnanimously, and repentantly.

We Clthuﬂc-l 50 see celiba g)g as grlm-ﬁlg an intense Jﬂlll_ﬂéﬁmm of limited (one to 10)
monks in | an cou

wonderful diaclpuna and container. [\Mw knows, maybo both Jesus and Paul mre still in that early
period of life?!) It could be a part of most Catholic seminarians' training, and during that time much
personal growth could take place. Some would likely choose it as a permanent state. Most would not.

How differently the entire process of priestly formation would be configured. What a gift to the religious
orders (where celibacy is essential). Our precise charism would become clear, athough we would
surely become much smaller. What an opening to the many fine men who are altracted to a marriage
partner. And what focused intensity this could give to spiritual formation during that celibacy period,
instead of all of the hoop games, telling the directors what they want to hear, mental reservations, non
sell-knowledge, acting out, and "submarine" behavior that make many seminaries a haven for
unhealth. Seminaries would not drive away sincere spiritual seekers, but would attract them. Not men
looking for roles, titles, and uniforms to disguise identity, but men looking for holiness and God through
which to express identity.

We should not be looking for a system where mistakes can never happen, but just a system that can
distinguish health from unhealth and holiness from hiding. Like no other institution, the church should
be the most prepared to deal with mistakes. That is our business. The steps to maturity are necessarily
immature. Let's start by mentoring the good and the true, and also surrendering to that mystery o
grace, forgiveness, and transformation that is our birthright as Christians. Many priests and
seminarians have always done this, and | hope this gives them the courage to know why and how they
are both "sons and heirs” of a true wisdom tradition. Such disciplined sons, and only such sons, have
earned the authority of "fathers."
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