Reclaiming the Lost Gospel

By Tom Huyden
M I have been
largely sileni and Iml: engaged in the
eovirommental debale of the pasit twenty-Tive years.
The religious community has nol delined the
actions of corporate and government polluters as o
mortal sin against God's creation, nor hive the
pleris defended the Earth as suered in the way they
have vigorously defended ihe poor and victims of
discrimination as God's children, Religious
inatiiations are the source of guidance and leaching
on guestions of morality and justice, and their
relative silence on the fare of the Earth robs the
environmenial movement of the moral legitimacy i
meeds 10 change our behavior, There is hope that
he veligious default is beginning o e,

1 am nediher & thealogian nor a religious scholar,
Hul aw an environmentaliv fon twenly-live years,
anck oy & wenator who iy chaired the Natural
Renources and Wildlife Commitiee in the California
Senate, | am convinced that we cannol resolve the
environmental crisis withoul rediscovering its lost
apiritusl significance. Only whan enough people
awaken (0 8 deep spiriual connection with nature
will environmenislism become & global ethic, Wilh
what sociologist Robert Bellah calls a new “habil
of Ui Beare,” instimutonel change will follow,

This next wave of environmentalism
must include a passionate, spiritual
alternative. Just as we humans are
not expendable parts of a machine
to be used and thrown away,
neither are forests, soll, and rivers.
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wvnicit . A backiasih has been onder® oy i e
e of God: one that asserts the sbsolute rights of
human beings 1o belp theswsel ves o nature's
bounty. As the hacklash proceeds, as more of our
fowests and wetlands disappear, as more of our
rivers and estuaries are degraded, ay more of our
elthen nre congested and pollited, | envision an
even sironger environmental outery arising once
niln,

This next wave of environmentalism must
inchade o p spiritual al ive. Just as
we huimans are not expendshle parts of a
t0r be used and thrown away, neither are lorests,
wodl, amdd rivers. In every political and economic
ach, we must ireat the Earth as an organic whole,
recogilzing and appreciating the interdependen
dlvnnllr of people and nature,

We need a new gospel (or Torah) of the Earth to
ke our religious m.!hiunl relevant in the

evolutionacy leap we mast make for our quality of
Ill‘alol urvive

It is not a “new religion” that is
needed but a new sanctification
of nature in all our religions.

We are caught in a cycle of consclousness {or
unconaclivianess ) thal once led o growih and now
threalens destruction. The cycle beging with the
religious overview of Genesis, in which s God in
the sky has appointed human beings as his divine

" vegents over nature, The community of sacred

things includes God and haman beings, nothing
ot The rest 15 & vast Earih (lled with resources
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The vision mhlu:hlnn e, M with our
religiius framework. Carl J | X

prweiial our ull;mu s iraditions are in shaping the
vinkn and paychological assumplions thal geide
ihe daily behavior of believers and non-belicvers
alike, “We entigely forgol thai ibe religion of the
past twi thousand years,” he wiole, “is o
prycholiogical anlitude thai lays down a delinie
cultural puttern and croales an abmosphiere hat
remiing wholly uninfluenced by intellecual
denials,”

e ————————

How can we still claim to
conquer, control, and manage a
creation larger and greater than
ourselves?

Thee midern viston of an external Ood, a
mechanical universe, and u utilitarian approach o
natufe -as-resource arose long ago in debate and war
agains & seamile: ity that was in
the Earth and usiverse. Thiat bost gospel is what we
noed 10 retrieve and exuming

‘The lost gospel iv ecumenical and universal, It s
u challenge o Christianity, Judaism, Islam,
Buddbism, and Hinduism (o expand their
derinitions of the sacred (o include the natural
world, [ o challenge 1o nonbelievers, Wa, w0
ielurh o 8 spiritusl path whatever thedr twadition. 1
demands that ancient nature wisdom be taken as
seriously as any chapter of the Bible, Torah, or
Koran. It Is a connecting thread between the

ol grownd of

The Mlnkmhip belween the buman community
wl (e ntural world connot be healed by a single,
particular faith, bt anly by o
anderstanding that ali faithy should rovere a ningle
1 uli‘l. L e B S T Oy D
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nature in all our religlons

The enemies of the lost goapel—the hard-line
#ealots still espousing God-given entitlement aver
ihe Earih, remain entrenched in all spheres of
society. The lost gospel must challenge, al times
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Mo state is greater than the state of
nature. No government can usurp
the governance of natures laws of
life and death.

within our grasp, To think otherwise is 1o
perpetvite the Hluston and denial thal we ane
nepariie from nuture, or (il our minds can
uiiderstand and control i force. But how can we
atill claim to conguer, control, and manage a
creathon larger and greaier than oursclves? The
modern state and iis adberents may attempd 1o
dosminaie and tanscend nature, but the cffon is
Mmally in vain

No state s groater than the siate of nature, No
povernment can usurp the govemance of nature's
Twws of life nnd death, No executive can be (he
ehabernan of e corporate Furth Mo plannes gan
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ovutsclves weskened. We have Illl.\i‘ltn anathcr
possibility, of being modern villagers in the country
of nature, souls panticipating in creation isell. 1 is
never oo late to remember the lost gospel of our
origing,

confront, and ultimately change the W ol
thowe who justify thelr war on matun on lellgluul
grounds. This means that more enviconmentalists
weed 1o embrace a spiritual dimension 1o our
sruggle.

Those who accepi @ spirit in naiure actwally are
gaining access to a poweslal resource that lies

Tom Hayden (v g California siete senator whi livey
in Log Angeles. In recent vears, he has taught and
fectured on the subject of ecothenlogy. This excerpt
i# veprinted from his book, The Lost Gospel of the
Barth, with permisgion of Sierra Club Books,

The Center for Action and Contemplation presents.

The Empowerment Model: Balancmg
and Embracing All That We Are

Shari Sommers, Co-Director of CAC, has designed and
3 facilitated empowerment workshops and programs for
'@ the past 10 years. During this workshop, participants
will be led in exercises and inner work to explore seven
vital life areas: Relationships; Work; the Body; Emotions;
Sexuality; Money and Spirituality. In exploring each of
these life areas we will discover our beliefs, both positive
and negative, and learn about tools to assist us in
balancing and embracing all that we are.

March 6-8, 1998

Center for Action and Contemplation
550 Atrisco S.W.
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