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Ask the Oracle
     The December 14, 1998 issue of The Oracle, student newspaper of St Pius X contained a section: “Ask the
Oracle.”  The question was, “I think I might be gay. I am very confused and I need some advice.”
     The answer was: “This is a complex and difficult issue, especially for young men who are faced with pressure to
be normal from their parents, teachers, and friends. If you arc thinking this now, you have probably been thinking
about it for quite a while. I would like to commend you for breaking the taboo and asking someone for advice. The
thing that you must understand is that there is nothing wrong with being gay. No matter what anyone tells you, it is
not wrong. Your own sexual orientation is your business and no one else’s. If you are gay, you haven’t changed.
You are not worse than you used to be. You are actually better off knowing more about yourself. If you really feel
uncomfortable about it, go see a psychiatrist and talk about why you are uncomfortable. Help yourself and come to
terms with who you are, even if you are afraid to face it. You will happier, healthier, and more secure. Be ready to
face anything, but always remember to be proud of what you stand for, and most importantly, who you are.”
     Not one word of Catholic teaching after “This is a difficult and complex issue…”
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Pius HS Student Paper Substantiates Parental
Concerns
     While parents and administration attempt to bring about reforms at St. Pius X High School of the Archdiocese of
Santa Fe, the student newspaper, The Oracle, provided an impressive illustration of the problems under discussion.
     The student paper does demonstrate lots of bright awareness of the world.  Topics in the March-April 2002 issue
include body piercing, gun control, teen pregnancy, use of anti-depressants, sports, and a couple of responses to the
“parental activists” who have “bombarded” other students and parents with their worries about “the future of the
children at St. Pius.” (Quoting student Matt Stevens, “A Response to the letter written by Parents for a Roman
Catholic Education, The Oracle, 3-4/02.)
      What seems to be lacking from the editorial choices of The Oracle is a cultivation of the life of the soul – odd for
a “Christian” school. One article, “It’s My Choice,” offers the pros and cons of remaining Catholic after graduation.
For the “con” side of the argument, student author Carly Moya echoes the mantra of pop wisdom: “Don’t rush into a
commitment of religion.  You need to remember that this is your life and your choice.”
     The one article that might be construed as actually addressing a “religious issue” is titled “What Color Is God’s
Face,” by Patrick Furlong. It concerns a student’s frustration over multicultural liturgies.  Referring to the school’s
Christmas Mass, he writes: “We had so much of an emphasis on Guadalupe, that I almost forgot it was the ever so
sacred Christmas Mass…”
     Kids reflect their environment.  Older teenagers struggle to demonstrate independent thought, but are still largely
products of their training.  Looking back at Matt Stevens’ complaint against the Parents for a Roman Catholic
Education, one finds this insightful line.  Describing the parents’ efforts to obtain meeting space at the Catholic
Center: “If they have such valid issues and concerns, why can’t they be forthcoming and honest with the
archdiocese, and why must they wish to quietly sneak in the backdoor undetected?”  Since Matt began his article by
accusing the parent group of “bombarding” other parents and students with its concerns, there’s a disturbing
disconnect of logic in the young man’s thought.  Are the parents being aggressively in-your-face with their concerns,
or are they being sneaky?  Really, you can’t have it both ways.
     Where did this fellow’s knowledge of the incident originate?  He wasn’t part of the parent group nor is he part of
the Pius High School Administration.   His information, therefore, is second hand and reflective of things he’s been
told.
     No wonder parents are concerned.  There’s a wedge being driven between them and their kids – and the
Faith they had hoped to pass on.



Pequeño

“In the past
week
students
and
parents
have been
bombarded
with
concerns
from
parental
activists
worried
about “the
future of
their
children at
Pius.”
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“If they have
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they be
forthcoming
and honest
with the
archdiocese,
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wish to
quietly sneak
in the
backdoor
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Servant Leadership Program

In an Oracle interview of the Servant Leadership Program Director, he expresses an error that is being propagated
through the program, that is, that the contemporary theory of radical pacifism, the “Theory of Principled Non-
violence” is equally orthodox to the Church’s consistent teaching, referred to as the “Just War Theory.”  Note the
inappropriate use of the acronym “CE” – Common Era – rather than AD – anno Domini (the year of the Lord).

“One of the

“The Church
itself was non-
violent up until
313 CE…”
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“I have dearest sons
working in that kind of
(military) setup up in
Los Alamos,” he said.
“But – you have to
challenge the system and
the structures and the
institutions who take
good people, people of
integrity, with
commitment and
devotion,  and get them
involved in doing bad
things.”

problems is, in
Catholic teaching,
you have the
whole range (of
opinion) from Just
War Theory to the
other valid theory
pole of Principled
Non-Violence.  At
this particular
point, they’re both
equally orthodox.”


